sMJ Hum \&0 




Thursday 18 December 1997 45p aR5Qp) No 3^485 


heff, ‘eld win 
ac adeniy 




snor % 

-■,* :;c ve ^fcr 

iSf-, SPOTS 










Pr'- ■-*!■ 






' i ’ 





A woman braves the icy temperatures and snow in Castle Combe in the Cotswolds yesterday. A blanket of snow swept across the southern half of Britain, dosing hundreds of schools and blocking roads. Icy winds from Siberia sent 
temperatures plummeting and blew drifts up to four feet deep. The bookmakers William Hill have now cut their odds on a white Christmas from 4-1 to 2-1, the shortest ever quoted odds for this time of year Photograph: Jay Williams 
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• Tony Blair appealed to 
'■'•••• Jtkbtnch MPs for unity 
; sterday as anger 
. insisted over planned 
snefit cuts. But he 
> _■ ows no sign of applying 
; e. brakes on welfare 
V > form. FranAbroms and 
■% ; to Brown report on 
:I ibouKs tough . 

e-Christmas messages. 

: ;X ie Prime Minister listen. 

• ^WistKrt contrite abouteut- 
r;t- g benefits and won't buckle . 
■ '7- fore the Labour rebels, 
eafcing to the Parliamentary 
: . .hour Rirty, he told it to fo- 
• son the “big picture" and not 


to be distracted from electoral 
promises, including moderni- 
sation of the welfare state. 

“We could not have been 
dearer about our determination 
to modernise the welfare state 
... {and] to get spending on so- 
dal and economic failure down 
so that could get spending on 
education up," he said. Then he 
warned of even less popular de- 
cisions to come. That on lone 
parents “would almost cer- 
tainly not be the hardest deci- 
sion or issue’’ Labour would 
have to face. 

As for the critics and rebels: 
“I have listened to criticism in 
recent days. There has to be 
room in any party for criticism, 
for conscience, for dissent.” 

He went on, however: ■‘Con- 




y TODAY’S NEWS 

£22m for BR executive 

- John Prideaux, a former senior British Rail executive, has 
■’ \ became The lanesc industry insider to make a fortune from 
^privatisation, by netting a €5m profit out of the sale 
rolling stock leasing company. The Roy- 

d is paying £395m for the company which 

Train Contracts, one of the three rolling stock 
parcelled up in the race to sell off BR. Page 23 

funds revealed 

ftg for the Conservative Party is to be exposed 
tie. During Commons exchanges yesterday 
su’d he would comply with a request from 
the new chairman of the Committee on 
PdHfc Life to provide deraiis of donations over 
1992, broken down between overseas and do- 

3 



structrve criticism is one thing. 
But it should never be made in 
such a way that it merely 
provides gifts to our political en- 
emies, or repeats their propa- 
ganda about broken promises 
when we haw broken none, or 
accuses us of dismantling the 
welfare state when it is this par- 
re that built the welfare state 
and this government that will 
save the welfare state." he said. 

That did not calm all the 47 
rebels who voted against the 
Government on lone-parent 
benefit last week, though parts 
of the speech provoked both 
laughter and applause. 

Afterwards party officials 
promised new efforts to ensure 
that backbenchers' concerns 
were heard in future. But the 


protesters said that their at- 
tempts to voice their feelings 
privately had brought no con- 
cessions. 

In future, a spokesman said, 
there could be an "early warn- 
ing system'' to try to avert 
clashes, and perhaps more dis- 
cussion of issues at a regional 
level w ithin the party. 

MPs had been told not to 
comment on what happened 
during the meeting, hut some 
said afterwards that they had 
been neither mollified nor an- 
gered by Mr Blair's speech. 

Tony Benn. MP Jnr Chester- 
field. said: "There is very real 
anxiety among people who vot- 
ed with the Government as well 
as among those who voted 
against it." Another of the dis- 


senters said the party leadership 
was “tar from out of the w oods 
on this whole business". 

"It must be very plain to 
everybody, and if il is not plain 
to the leadership, by Christ they 
are in for a shock." 

Meanwhile, a more positive 
example of the Blair strategy 
was unveiled when .Andrew 
Smith, the employment minis- 
ter. promised that plans to 
■ green" the nation's rundown 
inner cities will also “transform” 
the job prospects of thousands 
of youngsters.. 

The multi-billion pound Wel- 
(are-to-Work scheme aims to 
help those who quit the dole and 
is paid lor with L3.5hn from the 
windfall lav on the privatised 
utilities. Tree planting, urban 


forestry, town centre rangers, 
landscaping and building work 
to improve the environment 
will be among the projects avail- 
able to young people. 

Such initiatives will please 
Labour MPs but will not calm 
the benefits row. Cabinet min- 
isters have received protest let- 
ters from Labour supporters 
resigning from the party in 
protest at the cuts in loue-par- 
cni benefits. 

Gordon Brown was chal- 
lenged over his agenda yester- 
day at the Commons Treasury 
Select Committee. But veteran 
left-winger Brian Sedgeraore 
was told by the Chancellor that 
there would be no let up in the 
strategy, which he denied was 
"euts-driven". 


Cod defy the doomsayers 


After years of warnings about a 
collapse in North Sea cod stocks 
due to over-exploitation, the 
waters around Britain are 
teeming with a bumper crop of 
young fish. What’s going on, asks 
environment correspondent 
Nicholas Schoon. 


European Union fisheries ministers are ex- 
pected to grant fleets a 22 -per-cent increase 
in the tonnage of cod they can take from 
the North Sea when they meet today and 
tomorrow. This year beach anglers have 
been reeling them in and trawlers have 
been dumping huge quantities over the 
side, dead, because they are below the le- 
eal landing size or because the boats hav e 
already caught their full quota. 


Vet for the past decade environmen- 
talists and scientists have been saying cod 
and other species have been fished to dan- 
gerously low levels, risking a catastrophic 
decline due to a lack **t breeding adults. 

The abundant co<J are infant ones, com- 
ing up to their second birthday and years 
away trom being able to breed. An un- 
usually large proportion have sun ived the 
risky first two years of life, due to unknown 
factors such as warmer than usual water. 

Their abundance is largely a fluke. But 
the UK fisheries minister Elliot Morlcy and 
European scientists say it may also he due 
to a small drop in the proportion ot adult, 
breeding cod being netted each year. Now 
the question Is what J«< do with nature's 
bounty. Scientists whi » advise the European 
Commission have suggested setting the 
overall North bc.l cod quota at 153,000 
tonnes for pw«. compared to 115.000 
tonnes this war But the Commission has 


suggested a lower figure of 140,000. al- 
lowing extra headroom for the depleted 
stocks of adult cod to recover. Yesterday 
Mr Mnrley said be supported ibis: the Na- 
tional Federation of Fishermen's Organ- 
isations. representing English and Welsh 
fleets, is inclined to agree too. 

Quotas for several other stocks will also 
tv raised and others lowered when the fish- 
eries ministers, hold their annual negotia- 
tions today and tomorrow on dividing 
allocations between the different nation- 
al fleets. The commission proposes a 71- 
per-cent increase for North Sea herring and 
a 2X-per-cent cut for herring off the west 
of Scotland. Quotas are set according to 
the number of young fish that scientists find 
in the sea. Because this varies wildly, so do 
the quotas. If the number of adult, breed- 
ing fish was allowed lo build up, quoias 
would not only be more stable from year 
to year but also higher. 
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FBI search for Erica - 
bad boy of America 


Erica has been a bad girl. The FBI are looking for her all over the United 
States. 

So are her husbands. {All four of them). The US Army wouldn’t 
mind talking to her either. Because, a long time ago, she was also a bad 
boy. 

Confused? You have a right to be. The entire life of Erica Sandra Kay, 
forty-seven years old and of uncertain address, is confused. And in its wake 
is well much confusion. 

The FBI this week outlined its case against her as pithily as possible. 
Erica is wanted on various charges alleging that she is - take a deep breath 
- a bigamist, transsexual, armed forces-deserting fraudster. 

Rewind to 1968. when a soldier named Eddie James Mundell vanished 
from the Army's Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. That deals with the 
desertion part. Two years later Eddie became Erica th anks to a sex change 
operation. 

The next sighting of Erica, according to an FBI agent named Tim Coakely, 
was in March 1996. She was huddled in a telephone box in a bus station 
in Atlanta, Georgia, claiming she was fleeing a bad marriage and a violent 
husband. 

“She suckered all of us." says AmmadeU Whitsell, who is from 
Atlanta, who was among those who took her in. “She said she was a battered 
wife". 

Sympathy for Erica turned to romance when Whitpril’s nephew, John 
Bowers. 50, married her in October last year. It was an all-white church 
affair sealed with a “great big diamond ring". But Erica apparently still 
had not one but two husbands. One in Ellijay, Georgia, and another in 
Ohio. 

“She saw he had a house, land and a vehicle," laments WhitselL “She 
went to our church. We were just taken in by her. She planted a garden 
out back and even canned the food. She infiltrated our family." 

Mr Bowers did not wise up until too late. Within two months. Erica 
had left the nuptial nest. 

• When she went she took with her Bowers’ new Mercury Mountainer 
four-wheel-drive, his gold watch and $90,000 borrowed for home im- 
provement. 

Her next victim, according to Lhe FBI, was Ralph Caruso, 68, of St Pe- 
tersburg, Florida. Erica met Caruso, who had just lost his wife of 25 years 
to cancer, at a casino in Biloxi Mississippi last New Year's Eve. They ex- 
changed vows in Las Vegas last ApriL 

The pairing with Caruso started out well too. “She convinced him 
that she was a successful interior designer," said agent Coakley. “They 
set up shop in St Petersburg and she started running up bills. She told 
him she was pregnant. They even went so far as to put a nursery in the 
ho use. “ 

It was in October, just at the time when the FBI was catching up with 
her, that Erica vanished from that marriage also. True to form, she took 
the family car with her. this time a Cadillac. 

“We were probably about four days too late in finding out where she 
was." Coakley said. “Unfortunately, the gentieman [Caruso] didn't know 
she was wanted. He only called us after she was gone.” 

Now the FBI has put out a telephone number for anyone to call with 
information about the mysterious Erica. Where is she, for one? And, 
more worryingty, has she snared some hapless man as husband number 
five? 

— David Usbome 
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Season of goodwill to all squirrels 
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Zoe Ball: She is losing out to Chris Evans in the breakfast show ratings war 


Zoe Ball loses out to Evans in the breakfast war 


yistmas 

jpson 


Zoe Ball and Kevin Greening, hosts of (he Radio 
One hreakfast show, arc rapidly losing ground to 
Chris Evans in the baLlie for early-morning listen- 
ers. unofficial figures suggested yesterday. 

Ms Ball, a radio newcomer, was touted as the sta- 
tion's saviour when she took over the failing show 
earlier this year. But just weeks later. Evans joined 
Virgin Radio in a 10-week contract worth £500.(100. 
increasing the stakes for his former colleague on 
Channel 4’s Big Breakfast. Al the lime he said: “1 
love Zoe Ball and 1 hope she is great - but this is 
war." 

Official listening figures will not be released until 
February. But unofficially it is claimed that Evans 
has boosted the Iistenership of Virgin's breakfast show 
by 46 .5 per cent since mid-October, to an average 
weekly audience of 2359 million. While Radio One 
maintains a clear lead with 4.621 million listeners, 
its rival is catching up fasL 

Evans. 31, was in typically ebullient mood yes- 
terday. In a thinly-veiled attack on his former em- 
ployers. he said: “It is the nicest news we could have 


hoped for and a fantastic base to build from. By 
adding to our own audience and taking it from oth- 
er people. I he position of Britain’s most popular ra- 
dio station is coming ever closer in our sights." 

A Virgin Radio spokesman was more cautious: 
“We will wail for the official figures in February to 
see the big picture.” 

A Radio One spokesman declined to comment 
yesterday but it is known that Ms BaJL who also pre- 
sents BBC l‘s Saturday morning television pro- 
gramme Lhe ami Kicking, has been under intense 
pressure to justify her reported salary of £250.000 
a vear. She was recruited alter ratings crashed be- 
low Hi milium for the first lime in the network's his- 
tory. Matthew Bannister, boss of Radio One, had 
hoped that her popularity with younger fans would 
win back hundreds ol thousands of listeners. 

With the announcement last week that Evans has 
signed for the next five years to front the breakfast 
show »m the station he now owns, he looks set to 
dominate the airwaves. 

— Louise Hancock 
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Pet names that top the pop charts: 

Tigger is the most popular name for cats, with Ben topping the Ua for <jog& 

“fcS foS3teura.ce showed that despite there being cer- _ 

^weTp^JenicSt^rpl^d forte name Buddy tehis thn*- jpplHg 

month-old Labrador. His cat is called Socks. .. .. T* « 

m °Theresearcb also revealed other popular names for cats were Jasper, * . 

Sarafchloe and Sipokey. While Ben. or Benny is the favountename among Jg Si* 
dog owners, other popular choices are Sam or .^^ n - >1 

David Hiddleston, of Churchill Insurance, Just [&e , .^jj 




for 





ton many people are having fun at this time of year choosing names for 

^But he added: “Fteople should remember, of course, that a pet is a long- 
term commitment and they must carefully consider the implications be- 
fore buying a cat or a dog.’’ 
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Oasis ‘embarrassed by the hype’, says Noel 
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—Don’t bother to buy Oasis's eight 
minute-single All Around the 
World on 1 2 January, still less their 
• latest album. At least, one might 
be forgiven for holding on to 
ones money after comments its 
writer Noel Gallagher, reported 
yesterday. 

Gallagher said he was embar- 
rassed by the huge hype sur- 
rounding his band this year. 

Be Here Now, which received 
massive promotion and has gone 
five times platinum, is “not even 
that good", said Gallagher. 

“Everyone thought we had 
gone into Abbey Road to write our 
Sgt Pepper" he told the pop paper 
New Musical Express. 

This did not turn out to be the 


case, al least not among the read- 
ers of music papers. 

Be Hen: Now is ranked eighth 
in the list of this year's best albums 
as chosen by readers of Melody 
Maker. 

New Musical Express readers 
thought less of it and rated il twen- 
ty fifth behind groups such as Mog- 
waL Death in Vegas and Yo La 
Tengo. 

The older of the Gallagher 
brothers realises that he won't, un- 
like one of his biggest hits, live for- 
ever. At 30. he wonders if he has 
not already peaked as a song- 
writer. 

Be Here Now. Oasis's third al- 
bum, had a lot of songs on it left 
over from the second album 


H7ifl/'s the Story, Morning Glory — • ALCQMQ.L 


“I think people only have only 
so many good tunes in them.” 
Noel said. 

But perhaps he protests too 
much. Fans of the group contin- 
ue to buy the latest album in suf- 
ficient quantities to keep il at 
number 18 after 16 weeks in lhe 
charts. 

When asked about lhe ubiqui- 
tous Spice Girls. Gallagher said he 
thought that sacking their manager 
was “a bit unfortunate". 

He added that the female en- 
semble had “caned it for all it's 
worth", and his advice to them lor 
the future: “Go dig a hole". 


Why whisky is worth its salt 


1 

J. . 


— Katherine Griffiths 


A sprinkling of salt can make blended whiskies taste like malt, it was claimed 
yesterday. 

Researchers in Scotland have found a way of using salt to tease more 
flavour from oak barrels so the whisky can mature faster. A blend of salts 
- mainly table salt - is pressed into the stays of the whisky barreL Then the 
wixtd is heated evenly under a specially designed electric burner. The salt 
catalyses the breakdown of the wood, liberating the subtle wood essences 
that give whisky its flavour. New Scientist magazine reported that blended 
scotch whiskies will soon be made to taste as rich as some single malts. 

Gordon Steele, director of the Scotch Whisky Research Institute in Ed- 
inburgh. said: “We aren’t creating new flavours, just enhancing the tradi- 
tional ones." 

He said the system would be used mainly for maturing blended scotch- 
es. which make up about 95 per cent of the market. Connoisseurs of sin- 
gle mulLs need nut worry about changes to traditional cask preparation. 
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f Outrageous 
sporting laughs 


shopping. 

Crisis? 

(what crisis?) 


RHODES 





Delicious dishes 


Bennett’s brilliant best 


Full of party fun 


Everyone's favourite BBC programmes available as books, videos and audio cassettes. 

Gifts you know they'll love. 



Out now at all good retailers. 


B BlC 



Vinnie Jones 
accused of 
assaulting 
neighbour 


The Wimbledon footballer Vin- 
nic Jones appeared in court yes- 
terday accused of assault and 
criminal damage after a late- 
night dispute with a neighbour. 

The former Wales skipper 
was arrested last month near his 
home at Redboum, Hertford- 
shire, just before midnight on 
II November. 

Jones, 32, appeared at St 
Albans magistrates' court 
dressed in a smart dark suit. 

He was charged with as- 
saulting 27-year-old Timothy 
Gear and of causing criminal 
damage to a kitchen window 
and the door of a mobile home 
near his 60-acre farm. 

During the seven-minute 
hearing, Jones, who sal next to 
his solicitor, spoke only to con- 
firm his name and address. His 
wife Tanya watched from the 
public gaileiy. The case was ad- 
journed until 7 January. 

Jones, his wife and his ad- 
visers left the court declining to 
comment on the charges. 

Jones is a controversial play- 
er who has a reputation for be- 
ing one of the hard man of 
footbalL He has dashed with the 
authorities on a number of oc- 
casions and been fined by the 
Football Association for pre- 
senting a video on foul play. 

On the plus side, however, his 
commitment to the cause and 
under-rated skills have been lal- 
ismanic for a number of clubs. 

Apart from Wimbledon. 
Leeds. Chelsea, and Sheffield 
United have all benefited from 
his presence in their ranks. 

— Kate Watson-Swyth 



TOURIST RATES 


Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 

Cyprus (pounds) 
Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmei) 
Hong Kong ($) 
Ireland (punts) 


2.40 

Italy (lira) 

2,778 

19.81 

Japan (yen) 

205.68 

58.26 

Malta (lira) 

0.61 

2.27 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.17 

0.82 

Norway (kroner) 

11.64 

10.82 

Portugal (escudos) 

286.93, 

9.44 

Spain (pesetas) 

238.29 

2_83 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.41 

448.00 

Switzerland (francs) 

2.29 J 

12.33 

Turkey (lira) 

319,682 

1.09 

US($) 

1.60 
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Tories to give details of overseas donations 




Foreign funding for the 
Conservative Party is to be 
exposed for the first time 
by the Neill Committee on 
Standards in Public Life. 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on the first 
step towards ending the 
sleaze of party finances. 


William Hague, the Tbry party 
leader, was yesterday forced to 
agree to give the Neifl Committee 
a breakdown of overseas donations 
to the party between 1992 and this 
year - the foreign financ e for this 
year’s election campaign. 


he P0 P ch ans 


While the Tbries have previous- 
ly accepted that they should not ac- 
cept cash from foreign governments 
and rulers, it is believed that over- 
seas donations have been qrtyjnntial 
over the years -but always as a mat- 
ter of speculation, rather than facL 
Tbe secrecy surrounding the for- 
eign fund-raising operation was ex- 
posed in The Independent last month 
after a Commons motion identified 
an Australian businessman, Ronald 
Walker, as an overseas treasurer of 
the Conservative Party. 1 

It has been suggested that Mr 
Whiter raised more than £lm from 
overseas donors in the run-up to the 
last election, and an amendment to 
a Commons motion said that Mr 
Hague had nominated him for a 


knighthood for his sendees to the 
Conservative Party - while denying 
the fact that he bad operated as the 
parly's overseas treasurer. 

During Commons exchanges 
yesterday. Mr Hague was chal- 
lenged by the Prime Minister to say 
that he would comply with a request 
from Lord Neill QC, the new chair- 
man of the Committee on Stan- 
dards in Public Life, to provide 
details of donations over £5,000 
from 1992. broken down between 
overseas and domestic donors. “We 
will provide the NeQl committee 
with ail the information that they 
have asked for,” Mr Hague said. 

All parties will now be expect- 
ed to provide a broad indication of 
the nature of the sources and the 


scale of the funding - without 
names. Party treasurers have been 
told; “For donations of £5,000 or 
more, we would like to know bow 
many donors of each type fall in the 
ranges £5,000-£ 10,000, £10,000- 
£20,000. £20.000-£30,000-and so on 
in £10,000 bands.” 

Individual donations in access of 
£lm - such as Beraie Ecclestone’s 
January donation to Labour - 
would therefore be exposed. 

A consultation paper issued by 
Lord Neill yesterday also opened up 
questions of state funding, which is 
highly unlikely, and a limit on elec- 
tion spending - strongly favoured 
by the Government. 

But Lord NeQl will also be con- 
sidering the question of the sale of 


honours and his document re- 
vealed one route by which current 
checks on honours and party do- 
nations might be evaded. 

“Abuses of the honours system 
are known at least as early as the 
reign of King James I at the start 
of the seventeenth century,” the pa- 
per said. “The promise of honours 
was a popular method of raising par- 
ty funds from wealthy individuals in 
the nineteenth century. In the 
1920s, the systematic and flagrant 
sale of honours [peerages, knight- 
hoods and so on] for political fund- 
raising became a public scandal.” 

Following a Royal Commission, 
a Political Honours Scrutiny Com- 
mittee was set up to vet honours, 
and their possible link with dona- 


tions, but Lord Neill’s paper said its 
remit was limited to an examination 
of recommendations for honours 
made by the Prime Minister on 
account of political services. 

Lord Neill added; ‘'The com- 
mittee does not, however, scrutinise 
honours proposed by members of 
the public or major national bod- 
ies which are awarded for reasons 
other than political service, even if 
the candidate for honour, or a 
company with which the candidate 
is connected, has contributed funds 
to a political party.” 

• Public and other responses should 
be sent to the Secretary, Committee 
on Standards in Public Life, Horse 
Guards Road, London SW1P £4 L 
by Friday, 27 February 1998. 
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Christmas 
tips on 
tipping for 
* the stingiest 
council in 
the land 


It's Christmas and like it or not 
tips are de rfgueur at this time of 
year. Alexandra Williams investigates 
the dilemmas of tipping, and one 
employer which is putting its foot 
down and threatening staff with 
fines if they accept festive gifts. 

There will be no apple for teacher this year 
in Swindon, nor the traditional Christmas 
bat for bin-men. 

Swindon Borough Council has been 
branded Scrooge as it put a blanket ban on 
employees, including teachers, refuse col- 
lectors and home helps, accepting Christ- 
mas gifts and tips. Employees choosing to 
flout the edict face fines of up to £L500. 

All 7.500 employees have been sent a 
memo from Stephen Taylor, head of the 
council’s legal department, alerting them 
to the rules. 

“You will be aware that nationally there 
have been a number of allegations of im- 
propriety made against public figures and 
public sector employees,” it read. “In 
these circumstances it is more important 
than ever that all the council’s staff not only 
act correctly but are seen to act correctly. 
Non-work related gifts, such as drink or hos- 
pitality, must not be accepted under any 
conditions.” 

Mike Welsh, the Swindon branch sec- 
retary of the National Association of Head 
Teachers, was incredulous. He said: “It's a 
sledgehammer to crack a nuL Long may 
the tradition of an apple for the teacher con- 
tinue." 

Keith Ulyatt spokesman for the coun- 
cil, said it was simply following section 117 
erf the 1972 Local Government Act “It dear- 
ly states that 'an officer of the local authority 
shall not accept any fee or award whatso- 
ever other than his proper remuneration.’ 

“We don’t want to be Scrooges but em- 
ployees must be alerted.” The word “tip” 
is said to stem from “To Insure Prompt”, 
a phrase coined as a financial incentive to 
Victorian stagecoach drivers delivering 
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Cause for celebration: The scene at the House of Commons children's party yesterday 
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letters. But the term is also traced to the 
early 17th century, when it meant “the giv- 
ing of a gratuity to an inferior”. 

In the 1939 Greta Garbo film Ntnotch- 
ka the actress attempts to point out the evils 
of capitalism to a porter carrymg her hags 
with the line: “That’s not business. That’s 
social injustice. " He replies: “That depends 
on the tip." 

For the British, upping is an awkward 
act at the best of times. The words 'Service 
not included* at the foot of a bill is enough 
to throw some into a frenzy. Most of us are 
unsure on the amount to give and how to 
band it over. 

Does one cower inside and peep from 
behind the curtain to watch the milkman 
collect the Christmas bonus you have 
stuffed between the rinsed bottles? Or does 
one boldly hand it over? 

DrusQJa Beyfus. the doyenne of eti- 
quette, has for years been advising people 
on how to handle fish knives and mother- 
in-laws and the art of giving. 

“People should try to overcome their 


embarrassment about tipping* because it is 
only ever the tipper who’s embarrassed, nev- 
er the recipient. 

“I’ve beard someone say they would 
rather die than slip a tip in their hairdresser’s 
pocket" she said. 

Many will already be salivating over the 
prospect of their Christmas bonus. News- 
paper boys and girls can expect to make as 
much as £150 in tips. 

Tipping should strictly be reserved for 
personal service, advises Ms Beyfus. 

“Riceless operatives are not for tipping." 
she said. “If your postman has to soldier 
up a hill ro deliver your mail then certain- 
ly you should lip." 

Wolfgang Winter, public relations di- 
rector ai the Savoy. London, suggests 10 
per cent in the restaurant and £1 for the 
doorman who conjures up a taxi. 

But Ms Beyfus believes there is a strong 
element of hypocrisy in tipping. 

"The British are extremely critical of up- 
ping and would like to end it but we all lip 
like mad." 


Hurrah! It's all over until the New Year 
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Wednesday 17 December 

Saltwood 6am : I awake from a 
curiously pleasurable dream 
about Ann Widdecombe to find 
the grounds of rny magnificent 
castle blanketed in three inch- 
es-of scow. A terrible screech- 
ing noise pierces Lhe air. It 
transpires that several of the 
peacocks have frozen solid 
ov ernigh t and Wolfgang, the 
hired hand, is attempting to re- 
vive Them in the sauna. Jane, 
meanwhile, is in a huff about 
something. When I try to give 
her a goodbye kiss, she lunges 
at me with a pair of secateurs. 

■London lOam : My case 
against die Evening Standard , 
and its absurd parody of my Di- 
arieSf iR grinding to a close in the 
HighjOaim. With a bit of luck 
it wifi be oyer by midday. I’ve 
arranged to meet Farty Soames 
fra; lunch at Wilton’s, where we 
plan to feast wrsehes on Dover 
sole, washed down by a bottle 
or two of their finest Meursault, 
JQJOadt: Geoffrey Hobbs, 
ffly QC, kicks off by complain* 
ing abbatihe“blaze of public- 
ity* that Have endured over the 
psst cbt^As of days. I have 
bee& deeply wounded by such 
hewff nnes as “The 
MP andtfccsex coven", he says. 
‘^.red-hiSffed coun usher is 




Alan Clark’s 
Secret Court 
Diarv 


...as imagined by the Evening Standard's 
Peter Bradshaw who is, in turn, parodied 
by our own Kathy Marks 


weeping openly. There follows 
a tiresome discussion about 
the timetable for the res! of the 
proceedings, w-hicb has been 
thrown off kilter because Peter 
Prescott, the newspaper’s coun- 
sel. is wanted in Singapore for 
another case. Judging by the 
standard of his suits, he’ll be 
travelling steerage. 

1 1.30am: Harry Coen, our 
expert witness, is called to tes- 
tify that the presentation of the 
Standard's spoof diary; could 

fool readers into believing it is 
written by me. The weekly col- 
umn appears under a most 
fetching photograph of myself- 

but is actually penned by a 
voung whippersnapper. Peter 
Bradshaw. Coen, acting editor 


of the Catholic Herald, is a 
jovial, bearded fellow who looks 
as if be enjoys a good lunch. At 
one point he refers to a picture 
lhar was published in Pm ate Eye 
of Lady Thatcher “looking par- 
ticularly mad". The faintest 
hint of a frown crosses my pa- 
trician features. I am not pay- 
ing Coen a small fortune so that 
be can take the Divine One’s 
name in vain. 

1130pm : I while away the 
rime by flicking through the lat- 
est copy of Tc, an excellent 
magazine which features a most 
humorous character called Sid 
the SerisL The case is now set 
to run on into the afternoon. 
Curses* 

2pm: The Standard calls 


CD 


Matthew Evans, chairman of 
Faber & Faber, who claims that 
jny literary reputation will not 
be banned by Bradshaw’s non- 
sense. Evans has the damned 
cheek to compare me with Jef- 
frey Archer, whom he describes 
as another author with a colour- 
ful lifestyle. I raise my eyes heav- 
enwards and lean back so far in 
my seat that 1 almost topple 
over into the lap of Hobbs, who 
is sitting behind. 

2.45pm : Next up is Donald 
Trelford, the former Obsenvr 
editor, who looks as if he has 
spent the past three years on a 
sunbed. Trelford, barely visible 
over the edge of the witness box. 
calls me a celebrity cult figure 
whose reputation is only en- 
hanced by adverse publicity. 
That was not the ease w-ith Os- 
car Wilde, Mr Justice Lightman 
interjects. Trelford ventures the 
opinion that any Standard read- 
ers who have been misled about 
the authorship of the parodies 
are "not the son of people 
who make literary reputations ". 

3.30pm : Hurrah* It’s all over 
until the New Year, when court 
will reconvene for final legal 
submissions. 1 jump into the Jag 
and burn rubber all the way up 
Pall MalL Should he able to catch 
Snames lor the tail end of lunch. 
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Animal feed ban to 
halt spread of BSE 


After sheep and cattle, 
could pigs and chickens 
be the next creatures to 
get some form of mad 
animal disease through 
cannibalism? The 
Government is soon to 
ban feeding pigs and 
chickens wrath waste 
from their own spedes. 
Charles Arthur, Science 
Editor, asks whether the 
action is timely - or out 
of proportion. 


Farmers will be banned next 
year from their longstanding 
practice of making pigs and 
poultry into cannibals by eating 
recycled wastes from their own 
species, according to Jack 
Cunningham, the minister of 
agriculture. 

The measure, announced in 
a written Parliamentary an- 
swer. is intended to “remove any 
risk" of pigs and chickens de- 
veloping their own version of 
BSE or scrapie. Yet Mr Cun- 
ningham did not refer to it in a 
Parliamentary debate yester- 
day on beef. 


Under the plan, pig swill 
could not contain any pig re- 
mains, and poultry could not be 
fed with high-protein rations 
made of poultry and feather 
meaL 

The fact that this happens at 
all may come as a rude shock 
to anyone unused to the factory 
farming prevalent in British in- 
tensive farming. But it was a 
root cause of BSE, which be- 
came epidemic in British cattle 
after diseased cattle were used 
to make feed for calves, creat- 
ing a feedback loop. 

The decision follows advice 
from the Government's advisory 
committee, Seac, that diseases 
like BSE are “an example of a 
random event ... which in the- 
ory could occur in any species 
with a PrP gene". This gene in- 
structs the body to make the PrP 
protein, which in BSE-like dis- 
eases becomes malformed and 
forms plaques in the brain, fol- 
lowed by death. 

Both pigs and chickens have 
PrP genes, though BSE has only 
ever been passed experimen- 
tally to pigs, while claims by the 
scientist Harasfa Narang to 
have identified it in chickens 
have been dismissed by 
independent scientists who 


checked samples from his work. 

Seac said the chances of the 
same happening with other 
meat spedes was small “but can- 
not be completely discounted". 

There are 15 million pigs 
fanned in Britain, and more 
than 76 million chickens. 

Stephen Dealler, an inde- 
pendent expert in BSE, said last 
night “The difference these 
days is that any process which 
is dangerous in agriculture 
affects almost the whole popu- 
lation. It's almost like pharma- 
ceuticals - you have to be sure 
it’s safe before you introduce or 
change something, because it af- 
fects so many people." 

He said that the decision ap- 
pears to make sense but that its 
timing seemed odd. “There's no 
research or other evidence that 
has come out publicly which we 
didn't know five years ago. I 
can't help feeling there’s some- 
thing else going on underneath 
ail this." 

The Government has yet to 
settle issues such as how else to 
dispose of the wastes without 
polluting water courses and 
farms. Dr Cunningham said be 
would consider alternative 
routes for disposal before 
legislating. 



Prussian infa ntr y from the Forbes Military Museum in Tangier* being sold at a Christies auction of military toys 
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Richard Branson's Virgin Trains and a railway union will today, 
in what some would call a surprising alliance, launch a compa- 
ny to recruit drivers to the privatised network. 

Aslet the train drivers’ union, and Virgin Trains, which runs 
both the West Coast Main Line and Crosscountry networks, wilJ 
today announce the formation of an employment agency for dri- 
vers. The company will use Virgin’s marketing skills to entice a 
new’ generation of drivers to the network and Aslefs expertise 
to train drivers. Because of the intricacies of the rail network, it 
can take up to two months for drivers to learn the “routes 7 ' run 
by the 25 passenger train operators. 

The privatisation of the railways has left train drivers in an 
u nass ailable position. Private firms have learnt to concede 
rapidly to their demands or face disruption to services. 

Earlier this year. South West Trains - the largest commuter 
train operator in the nation - had to cancel hundreds of services 
when it got rid of nearly 70 drivers and could not find experi- 
enced staff to run a complete timetable. 

The short supply of drivers has worried operators. Virgin Trains 
is set to poach a dozen drivers from Regional Railways North 
East in order to run its much expanded timetable la the summer. 

And privatisation has strengthened the drivers* grip on the rail 
network. One of the first deals last April saw train drivers getting 
a 20 percent pay rise and a 37-hourworking week by Great West- 
ern Trains, which took over the InterCity route between London 
and BristoL The offer by Great Western was one of the highest 
ever negotiated in the industry and effectively set a benchmark 
for future deals with all 25 train companies. Great Western instill 
keen to hire and has taken to putting advertisements in the trade 
press offering drivers up to £25.000 a year to switch to its network. 

The scale of the award reflects the restructuring of the rail- 
way industry which in the past year has seen a loss of thousands 
of white collar jobs. In the Sixties, there were 13 drivers for one 
manager. By the mid-Nineties, there were only 2.5 managers for 
every driver. 

Randeep Ramesh, Transport Correspondent 
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One of the Government’s most important organisations for cut- 
ting climate changing greenhouse gas emissions has had its bud- 
get slashed, immediately after the Kyoto Climate Summit. 

John Prescott, the Deputy Prime Minister, this week announced 
pending plans for his Department of the Environment, Trans- 
port and Regions. They include a £5m cut for the Energy Sav- 
ing Trust, from £19m this year to £14m next year. Angry and 
disappointed environmental groups are to write, asking him to 
reconsider. The Energy Saving Trust was set up five years ago in 
order to find ways of encouraging homes and businesses to cut 
their consumption of fossil fuels, thereby reducing emissions. of 
the gases which cause global wanning. 

Yesterday, the Department of the Environment said the cut 
in spending had been part of the previous government's spend- 
ing programme. A decision had been made not to alter it, but 
the trust s spending in future years would be reviewed in the ligh t 
of the Kyoto commitments. 

Peter Roche, climate campaigner with Greenpeace UK, said: 
It’s very disappointing, especially just after Mr Prescott came 
back from doing a good job in Kyoto.” 

Nicholas Schoon, Environment Correspondent 
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Insurers eye 
results of 
genetic tests 


Is there something nasty 
lurking in your genes? 
Life insurance companies 
would like to know — but 
a new code of practice 
says they should not ask. 
Insurers will go along 
with that, but there are 
signs that they would 
prefer to know more. 
Charles Arthur, Science 
Editor, sees a row 
brewing. 


The insurance industry is lining; 
up for a battle with scientists 
over its insistence that people 
should reveal the results of 
genetic testing - despite the 
recommendation of an inde- 
pendent commission saying 
they should not 

. _■& If insurance companies 
7 refuse to comply with the rec- 
ommendations, the Govern- 
ment may have to step in to 
force them not to. “We hope 
very much that the industry wil] 
remain self-regulating,’’ said a 
spokeswoman for the Depart- 
ment of Hade and Industry yes- 
terday. “But the Government 
could make a statutory order.” 

The independent Human 
Genetics Advisory Commission 
fHGAC) recommended in a re- 
port to the Government yes- 
terday that there should be a 
two-year moratorium on the use 
of genetic test results in asr 
sesstng people for insurance 
purposes. 

^ The advance of tests which 
can identify the presence in 
blood and saliva samples of var- 
ious genes giving predispositions 
to Oiness - such as breast can- 
cer and other inherited dis- 


eases - has caused increasing 
anxiety both to life insurance 
companies and the public. 

Partly the concern arises be- 
cause such tests are not yet per- 
fect predictors: the presence of 
some genes does not guarantee 
that you wQ] develop a partic- 
ular Alness. Ely contrast, many 
simpler medical tests and 
lifestyle examinations -such as 
amount of exercise taken and 
cigarettes smoked - are far 
better predictors of health. 

In a series of statements 
which excoriated the insurance 
industry’s lack, of research into 
the real usefulness of genetic 
tests. Sir Colin Campbell, the 
commissioD’s chairman, said 
that such testing for insurance 
purposes should be banned for 
at least two years. It should only 
be lifted, he said, when insur- 
ers have shown that such tests 
could actually be useful both to 
the public and themselves. 

“If insurance companies 
want that moratorium lifted, the 
onus should tie with them.” 

But yesterday the Associa- 
tion British Insurers, which had 
brought forward the release of 
its own long-delayed code of 
practice to coincide with the 
HGACs, said that people will 
not be required to take genetic 
tests when applying for insur- 
ance - but results of tests they 
have already taken should be re- 
vealed if a “relevant question” 
is asked. That is dearly at odds 
with the HGAC's suggestions. 

The ABI also said the code 
would apply to all types of in- 
surance, inducting long-term 
care and medical expenses. 
That too differs from the 
HGAC, which said that while its 
findings applied principally to 
life insurance, they should ap- 
ply to other forms too. 




Heads in hand: Professor Chris Stringer with fossil remains and models of Neanderthal skulls 


Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Neanderthal 
man’s feast 
of goodies 


Christmas dinner in Neanderthal 
times, about 50,000 years ago on the 
shores of the sea by Gibraltar, was a 
mixed affair. Scientists excavating an- 
cient caves beneath the giant Rock 
have discovered that the peoples who 
lived in Europe before homo sapiens 
ate a wider variety of foods than had 
previously been thought. 

Were a Neanderthal to plan a slap- 
up meal, the first course would proba- 
bly be pistachio nuts; the second 
mussels picked from tidal rocks: with 
a further courses perhaps of ibex, 
baked tortoise, and bustard, a turkey- 
tike bird which also frequented the 
area. 

The finding that they ate pistachio 
nuts - a Mediterranean species which 
survived Ice Ages - and especially 
mussels has been a major discovery, 
said Professor Chris Stringer, of the 
Natural History Museum. “Some peo- 
ple have a dim view of Neanderthals' 
capabilities, and have suggested that 
they wouldn’t have gone down to the 
shoreline for food," he said. But this 
finding “makes them a bit more tike 
us in their food-gathering habits”. 

— Charles Arthur, Science Editor 


At last, the computer mouse that needs no hands 


The computer mouse 
has been around for 20 
years. That’s quite long 
enough, says a 
Californian firm which is 
now planning its 
replacement. Prepare 
yourselves for the hands- 
free mouse. It may be 
coming soon to a 
computer near you. 
Chories Arthur , Science 
Editor, investigates. 


I thought Anthony Lloyd was 
wearing a black eyepatefa when 
I met him. Except it was in the 
middle of his forehead, and both 
his eyes seemed fine. Then I no- 
ticed another eyepatch, this 
one on his wrist, attached ty 
some wires to a small pack on 
his waisL Plugged into a near- 
by PC was what looked like a 
small radio. 

The two “eyepalcbes\ he ex- 
plained, are the components of 
the hands-free mouse, whose 
signals are picked up by the ra- 
dio. And to prove it he started 


playing “Quake", a computer 
game in which you use your 
mouse to manoeuvre up and 
down and around corridors, 
and dick its buttons to fire a 
gun. Except that Mr Lloyd was 
just tilting his head slightly, 
and pulling an imaginary trig- 
ger. It looked even more real- 
istic when he projected the 
screen image on to a walL 
“When I demonstrated this 
at a computer show recently, I 
... had hundreds of kids who 
wanted to try it. They wouldn't 
stop asking. I left with a list a 


yard longof children who want- 
ed one,” said Mr Lloyd bead of 
sales for BioControl Systems, of 
Palo Alto, California, which is 
marketing the device. 

“The mouse has been 
around 20 years and it hasn't 
changed. But when you change 
the interface, you change the 
medium. That's happening al- 
ready. people are increasingly 
talking about wearable com- 
puters. This is a 21st-century 
technology," he said. 

The hands-free mouse works 
by detecting the tiny electrical 


currents on the surface of the 
skin created by the action of 
muscles by the nerves - rather 
like the heart or brain monitors 
used in hospitals. 

Using software, those cur- 
rents can be converted into in- 
structions to move the mouse up 
and down and from side to side. 
The other “patch” on the arm 
can activate a mouse “click" if 
the forearm is tensed. 

It should be on sale in the US 
for about $250 (£150) next 
spring, and available in Britain 
from the summer. 



Hands-off: Lloyd and ‘mouse’ 
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Women warned after minicab rape 


Women have been 
warned to be more 
careful about taking 
minicabs after a rape by 
a rogue taxi driver. But 
minicab representatives 
criticised Scotland Yard’s 
safety tips for women 
and called for the 
licensing of drivers. 


The woman, who was raped af- 
ter she left a late-night party ear- 
lier this month, was the 67th 
victim of a sexual assault by a 
minicab driver in London this 


year, according 10 the police. It 
was the 19th reported rape. 

Detectives said Lbe woman 
fell asleep after getting into the 
car at Clapham. south Loudon. 

She awoke at a petrol station 
in an unknown location, with 
her seat reclined and the seat- 
belt unfastened. 

The attacker paid for some 
petrol before driving to a back 
road where he raped her. 

Police said this was the 67tb 
sexual attack by minicab drivers 
in the capital this year, includ- 
ing 19 rapes. 

Scotland Yard yesterday is- 
sued a number of safety tips for 
women, including not travelling 


alone when possible, booking by 
telephone, and giving the firm 
a “code" with which the driver 
can identify himself. 

DeLective Superintendent 
Bill Grahamslaw said: “Al- 
though the vast majority of 
minicab firms are reputable, the 
number of attacks has gone up 
this year. We are anxious that 
67 more cases don't take place 
next year. “Wc are hopeful that 
legislation regulating minicabs 
will soon be passed, but this 
Christmas - especially if they 
have perhaps had a few drinks 
- women should be extremely 

careful. 

Det Supt Grahamslaw 


added that under no circum- 
stances should minicabs be 
hailed on the street or through 
illegal touts waiting outside 
elute. 

He warned party-goers to 
plan ahead; “Before you gp out, 
think about it- haw are you go- 
ing to get home." 

But John Griffin, chairman 
of the Private Hire Car Asso- 
ciation, dismissed the safety 
lips as “pointless.” 

He added: “It is a very, very 
difficult problem because it is 
impossible to know who these 
drivers are or wbo they are 
working for. 

“Any Tom, Dick or Harry can 


decide they want to be a mini- 
cab driver, get in a car and off 

they go. 

“You have to have a licence 
for a poodle parlour or a scrap 
metal yard, but there is no li- 
censing for the people who 
pick you up at 3am and drive 
you home — it’s ludicrous. 

Mr Griffin said that black- 
cab drivers had opposed any 
partial licensing of minicabs. 

“The blade cabs think that 
any form of licensing of mini- 
cabs would be the thin end of 
the wedge in legitimising the 
trade and providing some form 
of competition, so they have 
totally opposed it," be said. 


“They have said minicab 
driversshould have to take the 
knowledge (the test that Mack 

cab drivers have to pass before 

being UcensedJ but that is ab- 
surd _ what we want is a system , i 
where every minicab, driver hay 
a recognised identity badge 

which show® who be is andwho-/ 

he works for. 

Earlier this year the .Gov? 
eminent launched an initiative 
aimed at driving cowboy mini- 
cab firms off the streets, : bpt 
stopping short of foil licensing. 

Drivels' backgrounds will 
be regularly checked and vehi- . 
cles will undergo safety exam- 
inations. 
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Fraud case 
MP protests 
innocence 


Mohammed Sarwar, the Labour MP for 
Glasgow Govan, protested his innocence 
yesterday after appearing in court in the 
city accused of electoral fraud. 

Mr Sarwar has been accused of 
attempting to pervert the course of justice, 
of fraud over the late registration of vot- 
ers and of contraventions of the Repre- 
sentation of the People Act in connection 
with election expenses. 

He said he had been planning to make 
his maiden speech in Parliament tomorrow, 
but “in view of the events of the last few 
days” he would be contacting the Speak- 
er to make alternative arrange men ts. 

“I am naturally disappointed that 
charges have been brought against me. 
However, I am also to some extent relieved 
because, after police inquiries lasting more 
than seven months the intense speculation 
engendered by those inquiries, much of it 
fll-informed, should now be over, 

“1 reaffirm that I have done nothing 
wrong and I maintain that 1 am innocent 
of all charges. I have full confidence in the 
Scottish criminal justice system. If I am 
eventually indicted I am confident that the 
truth win come out and I will be acquitted 
of all charges,” he said after a brief ap- 
pearance behind dosed doors before Sher- 
iff Charles MacFariane. He added that it 
would be “entirely inappropriate" for him 
to resign as an MP in such circumstances. 
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Confident: Mohammed Sarwar leaving Glasgow Sheriff Court yesterday after a private appearanc 


Photograph: Jeff Mrtcheil/ Re liters 


Clwyd 
chief put 
on spot 


Mujahedin’s damages claim 


★★★★★ Brilliant. 


A former director of social ser- 
vices in Gwyd - where more 
than 500 people have alleged 
they were abused at 24 chil- 
dren’s homes and where six care 
workers have been convicted of 
abuse - has told the North 
Whies tribunal investigating the 
allegations that he was not 
aware of anything wrong. 

Gledwyu Jones, who retired 
in 1991, was deputy director or 
director in Qwyd for an 18-year 
period covering the time when 
much of the alleged abuse is said 
to have taken place. 

“Should the tribunal under- 
stand that during this period you 
never, if I can put it bluntly, had 
a hint of the sort of problems 
at residential homes that this tri- 
bunal has been hearing about 
in the last 10 months?” asked 
tribunal counsel Gerard Elias. 

Mr Jones replied: *No. No al- 
legation came to my personal 
notice to the extent that you are 
talking about ... 

“As head of a department I 
would accept the responsibility, 
certainty. But that is because one 
believed very strongly that the 
staff under one were carrying 
! out their duties... I was devas- 
tated when I heard about this.” 

The tribunal has heard that 
between 1974 and last year 
there were 12 internal inquires 
into children in care in Gwyd, 
but only six were presented to 
the social services committee, 
and only two were given in full. 
Asked about one of the reports, 
made in 1988. he admitted it was 
highly critical, but said he had 
regarded ft as an internal report- 

Mr Elias went on: “The re- 
port indicates that your stew- 
ardship bad brought us in 1988 
to a point where the whole man- 
agement structure, style, phi- 
losophy and delivery of the 
service, was, without mincing 
words, hopeless. If this were an 
end-of-term report on you and 
your stewardship of residential 
care, it would be a nought out 
of ten report” 

— Roger Dobson 


An Algerian who fought for the Muslim fundamentalist cause 
yesterday won a High Court ruling that he is entitled to dam- 
ages from the Home Secretary for unlawful detention over 
several weeks while his claim to asylum was considered. 

Mr Justice Kay ruled that the man. a fighter with the 
mujahedin in Afghanistan, was wrongly held in custody af- 
ter evidence emerged backing bis claim to asylum. 

The judge said that “Mr B", who cannot be named, had 
claimed asylum oa arriving in Britain in June 1995 arid was 
held while Ms daim was investigated He was eventually grant- 
ed asylum in July 1996, but the judge said he should have been 
released in May last year. 


Cancel everything else. 


Marielld Frostrup - IVEIV5 OF THE WORLD 


Slicker, faster and funnier than any 
recent Hollywood product.” 

\igcl Kendall - TIME CJLT 


£600 fine for newt crime 


Pierce Brosnan is perfect... 
cracking sexual energy.” 

Ryan Gilbey - THE l.\QEPE\OE\T 


An unemployed man was yesterday fined £600 after being con- 
victed of damaging the habitat of a rare newt when he used 
a digger to scrape out a pond. Norman Jay, 41. of Eketshall 
St Margaret, near Bungay. Suffolk, had denied damaging or 
destroying the breeding site of a colony of protected great 
crested newt The case before magistrates in Lowestoft is 
thought to be the first under European laws protecting the 
newts. 
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Tomorrow Never Dies 


Pheasants ‘poisoned’ 


More than 200 pheasant found dead in Co Antrim yesterday 
may have been poisoned. Police were called to Viscount Dun- ' 
luce's 1300-acre estate near Glenann where several other wild 
birds died as welL Some were taken away for analysis, but it 
is believed (hey may have eaten poisoned grain which had been 
scattered around feeding areas. 




DAILY POEM 


A Wall 


by Dannie Abse 


in a field in the County of Glamorgan. 

You won't find it named in any guidebook. 
It lies, plonk, in the middle of rising ground, 
forty four paces long, high os your eyes, 
it begins for no reason, ends no place. 

No other walls are adjacent to iL 
Seemingly unremarkable, it 's just there, 
stones of different sizes, different greys. 


Don V say this wall is useless, that the grass 
on the shadow side is much like the other. 
It exists for golden lichens to settle, 
for butterflies in their obstacle race 
chasing each other to the winning post, 
for huddling sheep in a slanting rainfall, 
for you to say. This wall is beautiful " 


The Daily Poems today and tomorrow come from Seren's new 
selection from Dannie Abse's poems about his native Wales. 
Welsh Retrospective (Seren Books, £6.95). 
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Hague faces 
naked truth 
as Thatcher 
snubs party 



William Hague will get 
married at the Palace of 
Westminster tomorrow, 
but many senior 
Conservatives, including 
Lady Thatcher, will be 
notable by their absence. 
Kim Senguptu looks at the 
politics behind the 
political wedding of 
the year. 

Lady Thatcher did not torn up 
for William Hague’s p re -wed- 
ding reception at the Carlton 
Club last night. But three un- 
invited women did. 

Strippers publicising a cable 
television channel ambushed 
the Tory leader as be arrived at 
the party with his fiano£e, Ffictn. 
As the grand soiree at the dub 
in St James descended into 
farce, the couple were driven off 
while the police were called in 
to clear the scene. 

Lady Thatcher had pre- 
ferred to attend a carol service 
for the Cancer Relief Macmil- 
lan Fund. This was not a delib- 
erate snub, her office hurriedly 
insisted, the carol service date 
has been in her diary for a long 
time. 

This explanation is greeted 
with derision by some senior 
Tories. They say the former 
Prime Minister had been upset 
at not being invited to the wed- 
ding at the Palace of Westmin- 
ster. She had hailed Mr Hague 
as a future star after a confer- 
ence speech by him at the age 
of 16, and when it came to this 
year’s post-election leadership 


contest she had thrown her 
weight behind him against Ken- 
neth Clarke. 

However, Lady Thatcher 
had also expressed disapproval 
when at the last party confer- 
ence, at Blackpool, Mr Hague 
shared his bedroom with his fi- 
ancee. Ms Jenkins is said to have 
resented the criticism, and she 
is also said to feel the former 
Prime Minister's presence 
would be a distraction on her 
and William’s big day. 

The couple have invited just 
a half-dozen of Mr Hague s par- 
liamentary colleagues to the cer- 
emony along with 140 family 
friends. Most of the six work 
closely with the Conservative 
leader and his private office. 
They are James Arbuthnot, the 
chief whip and head of Mi 
Hague’s campaign team; Alan 
Duncan, his parliamentary 
private secretary and friend; 
David Liddington, his parlia- 
mentary private secretary; the 
MP JuKe Kirkbride and her hus- 
band Andrew Mackay, the 
shadow Ulster spokesman; and 
I jam Fox. spokesman on con- 
stitutional affairs. Sebastian 
Coe, the former MP who is now 
Mr Hague’s chief of staff, 
makes up the six. 

The decision to leave out aD 
other Commons colleagues an- 
noyed some Tbry MPs, and 
that mood was not helped when 
they were asked to chip in for 
a present. Backbenchers were 
asked to contribute £10, and 
shadow cabinet members £50 
each for two gifts, each costing 
in excess of £ 1,000. 

' They were to be chosen 
from wedding lists, one com- 





Laid bare: William Hague and his fiancee being ambushed by strippers before their party at the Cartton Club last night Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


piled by the Wedding Shop, in 
Fulham Road in south-west 
London. Some of the contents 
(silver fish knives from 
Christofile, £276; George 
Jensen champagne flutes. £ 
270; Richard Ginori coffee 
cups, £ 336) have come in for 
criticism on the grounds of 
both taste and greed. 

One critic in the Sunday 
Telegraph , the Tory party house 
organ, asked “Don’t Christo- 
phile, George and Richard want 
these items any more? ... Why 


do you need a fish knife if you 
do not work on a trawle r? ... Is 
William Hague's life as leader 
so sad that he actually needs tins 
upmarket tat? And what do you 
do if you are invited to the wed- 
ding and you can’t afford any of 
the gifts?" 

Having been savaged over 
the wedding list. Ms Jenkins is 
keeping details of her wedding 
dress a secret. She appeared at 
the party conference in a £ 2,000 
black lace number by NeiJ Cun- 
ningham. Associates of the de- 


signer said he has not been 
asked to try his hand again. 

It has been suggested that 
Ms Jenkins had bought the 
dress from the Wedding Shop, 
which sells second-hand cre- 
ations by designers such as 
Bruce Oldfield, Catherine 
Walker and Phillips Lepley. 
However, this has beeu denied 
by the store. 

Since then Phfllipa Lepley’s 
boutique, also on the Fulham 
Road, has emerged as the lat- 
est front runner. Her style is de- 


scribed by a spokeswoman from 
Brides magazine as “clean, ele- 
gant and classic". Most of her 
designs cost between £2,000 
and £24*00. 

The ceremony will take 
place at the 13th-century Crypt 
Chapel at the House of Com- 
mons crypt, which was once 
used by Henry VUI for stabling 
his horses. It will be a traditional 
wedding service conducted by 
the Speaker's chaplain. Canon 
Donald Gray, and a Welsh 
Methodist minister. The re- 


ception will be at the Speaker's 
House, followed by a breakfast 
at the members' dining room. 

It had been assumed that by 
now the House would have 
risen for Christmas. But rhe 
Government decreed other- 
wise. and so the couple will be 
pledging their vows at the Crypt 
while the raucous business of 
Parliament continues above. 
The vows will be in English and 
Welsh, and Ms Jenkins is un- 
likely to promise to “honour and 
obey" in either language. 


SECRETS OF 

HONEYMOON 

HIDEAWAY 


“As your honeymoon is 
coming to an end, mine is 
about to begin," William 
Hague told Tony Blair in 
the Commons yesterday. 

That honeymoon, it is 
reported, will be in India, 
where Mr Hague and 
Ffion Jenkins are 
expected to stay at a hotel 
which was once a royal 
palace. 

The Lake Palace Hotel 
at Udaipur in Rajasthan is 
the ancestral home of 
Mahaianas of Mawar, a 
celebrated Rajput warrior 
clan. It was turned into a 
hotel in 1963 and used for 
filmin g The Jewel in the 
Crown and the James 
Bond film Ociopussy. 

The hotel has been 
described as one of the 
most luxurious and 
romantic in Asia, with 
sweeping views across 
water, courtyards, 
fountains and gardens. 

One of the nostalgic links 
with the Raj are the 
Udaipur Pipers in white 
and tartan slashes who 
play Rajasthani and 
Scottish laments at sunset. 

Mewar became a focal 
point of resistance to the 
Mughal empire in the 
16th and 17th centuries; 
successive armies of 
conquest were thrown 
back until the fortress 
cities eventually fell one 
by one. 

Despite the feudal 
hierarchy, the women of 
the Rajput royalty played 
a part in rallying 
resistance to the invaders. 

However, also 
prevalent was the practice 
of suttee, self-immolation 
by the women rather fall 
into the hands of the 
enemy, a sacrifice no 
longer expected of wives 
of statesmen, 

Kim Sengupta 
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Doctors alerted to 
risk from killer flu 


In the first sign of 
concern in Britain over 
the outbreak of avian flu 
in Hong Kong, the 
Government has written 
to all doctors alerting 
them to the events. 
Jeremy Laurance. Health 
Editor, explains why the 
threat is real. 


Britain must be prepared to deal 
with a possible flu pandemics the 
Government’s Chief Medical 
Officer said yesterday. 

Although there was no evi- 
dence yet that one was immi- 
nent it was necessary to alert 
medical authorities to the po- 
tential risk in the light of the 
outbreak of cases of a new flu 
strain in Hong Kong. Sir Ken- 
neth Caiman said. 

In a letter to all doctors. Sir 
Kenneth describes the recent 
events in Hong Kong, where 
nine cases of infection with 
avian flu never before seen in 
humans have been identified, 
and reminds doctors that a 
pandemic plan drawn up by the 
Department of Health and pub- 
lished last March is in place. 

He said: “This is not a pan- 
ic measure. There have been no 
cases of Hong Kong flu here. 
But it seemed sensible to allow 


all GPs to have information 
about it It is a way of being pre- 
pared for this kind of thing. ” 

Sir Kenneth added that all 
necessary preparations were in 
place should there be an out- 
break of the flu strain here. 

Concern about the outbreak 
In Hong Kong has risen since it 
was confirmed that the latest 
victims, a boy and girl aged two 
and three, are cousins of a five- 
year-old girl who had earlier 
contracted the illness. 

This is the first evidence 
that the Alness, which originat- 
ed in chickens and has jumped 
to humans, can spread from per- 
son to person. All previous cas- 
es have been caught directly 
from chickens. 

If confirmed, evidence of the 
infection spreading from person 
to person would increase the 
threat of the illness spreading 
round the world causing a pan- 
demic. The fiu strain involved, 
H5N1, is completely different 
from any that has been seen in 
humans before and there would 
be little or no resistance to it. 

However, experience up to 
now suggests that its capacity to 
spread from person to person 
is limited at best. If that proves 
to be the case the risk of a pan- 
demic is greatly reduced. 

Although flu is normally a 
mild Alness, every couple of 
decades the virus undergoes a 


mutation producing a strain to 
which no one has immunity?. 
Three previous flu pandemics 
have occurred this centuiy. 
killing millions around the 
globe, and all involved avian flu 
viruses that originated in birds. 
The 1918 pandemic, in which 20 
million people died - more 
than during the First World Whr 
— was followed by pandemics in 
1957 and 1968. Virologists say 
the next one is overdue. 

The seriousness of the threat 
is underlined by the Depart- 
ment of Health's decision to is- 
sue guidance to heaith 
authorities and trusts last 
March instructing them howto 
prepare for the next pandemic. 

The document. Multiphase 
Contingency Plan for Pandemic 
Influenza, says the aim is to re- 
duce death and disease and en- 
able the NHS “to cope with 
large numbers of people ill and 
dying". It says all non-urgent 
admissions to hospitals may 
have to be cancelled and hos- 
pital plans “must include mor- 
tuary arrangements in the event 
of a large number of deaths". 

Hu viruses have long been 
known to mutate in a nimals - 
particularly pigs - from which 
they can jump to humans. Pre- 
vious pandemics have originat- 
ed in the Far East where rural 
populations live in close prox- 
imity with animals. 



Action plan on 
cervical tests 


Some cervical screening laboratories may have to close Pho cograph: Science Photo Library 


More than a third of 
cervical screening 
laboratories are failing 
to meet standards set 
by the health 
department. Yesterday, 
the Government's Chief 
Medical Officer 
announced an action 

plan to bring the poor 
performers up to the 
mark. Jeremy Laurence, 
Health Editor, reports. 


Poorly performing cervical 
screening laboratories were 
named for the first time yesr 
ter day as the Government 
warned that failure to meet tar- 
gets would not be tolerated. 

Official figures published 
yesterday show that 33 of the 
181 laboratories checking 
smears fail to meet the na- 
tional standard for an inade- 
quate smear, and 33 are too 
small to guarantee accuracy. 

An inadequate smear, 
which means the woman must 
be recalled for a repeat test, 
ma y arise from a failure to take - 
an adequate sample of cells, or 
from other problems in the lab- 
oratory. One laboratory, at 
the Royal Albert Edward In- 
firmary, Wigan, found 34.8 
per cent of its smears to be in- 


adequate compared 

taigetrangeof5 to9peroen^fe 
The laboratory examined 4^ ^ p 
smears lastyear, well be fowtha^ 
15,000 smears judged n&xsssxf± g 
to ensure that screened h 
- sufficient expertise. A - 

Although guidelines spesefc 1 : 
l ying the 15.000 minimum wererg 
issued IS months ago, only ofce ; N| p’ 
laboratory, at St Cross hospK : : £ 
tal, Rugby, has closed as are- £:■ 
suit. The laboratory triggered r __ 
a scare last month after. the 
smears of 18,000 women bad / ; - 1 ;, 
to be re-examined after checks-" -f. 
showed some that were ab- ' ■ .-ft 
normal had been missed. The : 
laboratory processed fewer;, 
than 7,000 smears a year- . . x £ 
There have been a series of 
scandals of which the worst oc-‘ 
cuxred at Kent and Ca n terbury. - ■ 
hospital where five women de- 
veloped cancer after abnormal. - 
smears were missed and 90,000 A. 
smears had to be re-checked. ,* y 
A report on the incident piibr • 
lished in October identified 
management failures as the’, 
cause and Frank Dobson, Sec- / 
retary of State for Health, an- ; r. 
flounced a national review 
Launching the action plan 
yesterday, Sir Kenneth Cal- \“ 
man, the chief medical office^ . 
said small laboratories could 
be required to dose and staff 
from others where perfor- 
mance was poor may have to - 
undergo re- training. 


Scientists concerned as signs of CJD are discovered in white blood cells 


Fears that the fatal brain- 
wasting illness CJD can be car- 
ried in blood are growing 
following new research which 
suggests that white blood cells 
carry the disease agent. 

A Swiss team of scientists led 
by Adriano Aguzzi. an ac- 
knowledged leader in the field, 


found that B -lymphocyte cells, 
which produce antibodies, are 
vital to infection by scrapie, the 
sheep equivalent of Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob Disease (CJD) and “mad 
cow disease", or BSE. 

The experiment, described 
today in the science journal Na- 
ture, found that removing B-tym- 


phocytes blocked the scrapie 
agent from invading nerve cells. 
This implied that the white cells 
were carriers of the abnormal 
prion protein that is believed to 
cause the disease, and that they 
transport it around the body. 

Although scrapie is a sheep 
disease, it resembles CJD. If 


scrapie is carried in the blood, 
CJD almost certainly is too. 

Speaking last night on Chan- 
nel 4 Neil's, Professor Aguzzi 
said: “We do txy to be pretty 
careful about [interpreting] this. 
This is one possibility ... If B- 
cells prove to be carriers of in- 
fectivity this would call for a 


critical re-evaluation of the 
safety of blood products." He 
praised the call by Frank Dob- 
son, the Secretaiy of Slate for 
Health, to remove while H1 «xhJ 
cells from all blood products. 

The emergence of "new vari- 
ant" CJD. caused by eating 
BSE-infected food, has already 


raised new doubts about the in- 
jectivity of blood. In October, 
the Medicines Control Agency 
ordered all blood products 
made with donations from vic- 
tims of new variant CJD to be 
recalled as a safety precaution. 

But that came too late to pre- 
vent a blood product made from 


plasma taken from a donor who 
died from new variant CJD be- 
ing given to 268 patien ts at nine 
Irish hospitals, and to scores of 
people in New Zealand. 

Scientists have never found 
direct evidence that TSEs, or 
transmissible spongiform en- 
cephalopathies, can be trans- 


mitted by blood. But this could 
be because there is no test sen- - 
strive enough t0 find the disease 
agent in low concentrations. The 
standard test uses mice, but they 
may be immune below a certain 
concentration. 

— Charles Arthur 
Science Editor 


( 














Call 0345 186 186 for details, or visit your local Rover dealer. Price, correct at time of going to press, include:, 12 months road tax, delivery to dealer premises i 


inJ ™ mhcr P‘ at “- Subject to vehid 



e availability. RELAX,' 







SAVE 

AROUND 

YOUR 
ENERGY 


BRITISH GAS. 


We're pleased to announce that, in 1998, well be offering significant savings against your current gas 
and elecirkuty bills. Simply switch your gas payment from standard credit to monthly direct debit for 
immediate savings on your gas bill and from 12th January 1998 you'll see even more reductions. Then, for 
extra savings, get both your gas and electricity from us when the electricity market opens to competition 
i n your area. Electricity competition should open in phases across the country from April 1998. Electricity 
savings are based on tine latest announced prices from the regional electricity companies. Overall savings 
v . j j } depend upon your levels of consumption, and this example is based on a typical 4 bedroom detached 
house. For further details phone Cq 40 bOO 1 45. 

British Gas 

Home Oner ;■ 


_ nroMsed national averaqe direct debit price against the aveiage announced direct debit prices tor all 14 regional electricity companies (ae at 24/11/97). Gas savings 
the British GoS ^iTour monthly direct debit price irom 12 th January i$9a Qased ofl one year s electricity consumption of 4.200 kWh so St gas consumption of J 7.307 kWh from British Gas 
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MPs warn on 
Dome trip 
into unknown 




Lib Deiti 
strategy 


on tour 


m 


A parliamentary search 
for the Dome 
Experience has turned 
into a Millennium 
mystery tour, according 
to a Commons 
committee. Anthony 
Bevins, Political Editor, 
reports as Peter 
Mandelson and 
colleagues are held 
to account. 


A strong warning was issued 
yesterday to Peter Mandelson. 
the Minister without Portfolio, 
who has been dubbed “Dome 
Secretary", and the New Mil- 
lennium Experience Company, 
that time is running out if they 
want the project to be a success. 

“The Millennium Dome is 
designed to commemorate a 
particular moment in time." the 
all-party Culture. Media and 
Sport Committee said. 

“The theme of the Millen- 
nium Experience will be time. 
To complete the Dome and en- 


sure that its contents can en- 
tertain and inspire will require 
the organisers to win a race 
against time ... The potential 
is enormous, but there will be 
no second chance." 

In a report that bore the per- 
sonal imprint of the chairman. 
Gerald Kaufman, the commit- 
tee criticised the absence of 
strategic thinking about the 
means of transporting 12 mil- 
lion people to the Greenwich 
site; said it was “puzzled" by 
contradictory statements about 
the time the exhibition would 
last; called for greater ac- 
countability for the scheme 
which w01 cost at least £449m 
in public money, and said that 
just as there was no visible 
marketing campaign, neither 
were there any dues as to what 
the Dome would contain. 

“However inspirational the 
Dome," the report said, “the 
impact of the Experience will 
depend principally upon what 
is inside the Dome in 2000. 

“It was on this most impor- 
tant of topics that we found of- 
ficial witnesses to this inquiry 
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Paddy Ashdown is about . 

to launch a 'meet the - 

people* tour to establidi ; 
the Liberal Democrats' 
strategy for the next Wire 
years. CoSn Brown, Ciifef * 
Political Correspondent^ 
says some senior Liberal 1 . 
Democrat MPs want to.. . . 
see their party replace , 
the Tories as the party of 
Opposition. Mr Ashdown 
disagrees. \ . 
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Coming online: The Millennium Dome under construction at Greenwich, south-east London 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


least informative. The compa- 
ny asked for our understand- 
ing of the primary needs to 
attract sponsors and to ensure 
that the product launch did not 
'go off half-cocked'. The com- 
pany knows what will be in the 
Dome but cannot tell us. 

“At times, the process of dis- 
covering the proposals for the 


content of ihe Dome was akin 
to drawing teeth. From what we 
know so far. the Millennium 
Experience is not so much a 
journey through time, as ... a 
journey into the unknown." 

The committee said it knew 
much more about what the 
Dome would not contain. It was 
not going to be a trade show, a 


Disneyland adventure, a tacky 
theme park, a museum, or sim- 
ply a candy-floss day out. 

According to the Govern- 
ment there would be a central 
show space with scaling for 
1 0.000 people to watch ” a spec- 
tacular and emotional perfor- 
mance combining live action, 
multi- media and special effects." 
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The committee concluded: 
“This is a public project which 
needs to generate public support 
and excitement and which 
should involve the public." 

However, in spite of the 
barbs, the MPs were evidently 
impressed by a site visit, down 
river from the Commons. “The 
structure has great power, even 


in skeletal form, to excite and 
inspire," the report said. “The 
Dome is ma gnific ent in con- 
ception and likely to be breath- 
taking in execution." 

•The Millennium Dome. Sec- 
ond Report of Culture, Media 
and Sport Committee. Session 
1997-98. Commons paper 340- 
i. Stationery office; £9. 


PM rejects Hague 
line on Robinson 


The Prime Minister yesterday 
brushed aside a charge by 
William Hague that Geoffrey 
Robinson, the Paymaster Gen- 
eral, had broken the minister- 
ial code of conduct by involving 
himself in discussion about off- 
shore tax avoidance. 

“Isn't it time he did the ho- 
nourable thing and resigned?" 
the Opposition leader asked 
during Prime Minister s ques- 
tion time. 

“No. is the answer to that," 
Tony Blair replied. “There is a 
dear ministerial code. He has fol- 
lowed that ministerial code. I 
think that it is good that we have 
people who are highly-success- 
fol business people, who come 
and work for the Government 
He is doing an excellent job 
there for the country without 
even taking a ministerial salary." 

Mr Blair steadfastly stood by 
that line throughout a series of 
subsequent exchanges with Mr 


Hague and a succession of Tory 
backbenchers who all pursued 
Mr Robinson in a clearly 
co-ordinated line of attack. 

The exchanges concluded 
with Mr Blair effectively saying 
that as his friend and colleague 
had done no wrong, he was not 
prepared to allow him to be 
hounded out of office. “I per- 
sonally think it would be very 
unfortunate if people who are 
successful in business are put off 
or discouraged from joining a 
government and working in the 
public interest,” he said. 

The central issue for Mr 
Hague was the conflict of in- 
terest exposed in The Indepen- 
dent on Tuesday, when Treasury 
officials confirmed that Mr 
Robinson bad been engaged in 
Treasury policy work on tax 
avoidance schemes, albeit to his 
own financial detriment 

— Anthony Bevins 
Political Editor 


paddy Ashdown is planning to 
sound out his party members oti 
the strategy for the liberal 
mocrats and their relations with', 
the Labour Party, which coaid 
put his leadership of the party 
on the line in the New Year.. - 

His consultation of the par- 
ty will f ulmin ate in a debate on 
a strategy paper at the liberal 
Democrat spring conference' 
in Southport. 

Mr Ashdown is adamant 
that the Liberal Democrats: 
should not be attempting to re- 
place the Tbries as the main par- 
ty of Opposition. But several of 
his senior Liberal Democrat 
MPS disagree, arguing that the 
Liberal Democrats are out- 
performing the Tbries at West- 
minster and should be poised to 
capitalise on the advantage in 
seats across the country. Mr 
Ashdown has told friends that 
the Liberal Democrats can nev- 
er attempt to replace the Tories 
as a right-of-centre party. 

The debate carries high risks 
for the leader if he fails to car- 
ry his party with him. It also goes 
to the heart of the Lib Dem role 
at Wes tmins ter in chall enging 
Labour while re maining mem - 
bers of the Cabinet committee 
on the Constitution. 

One of his senior colleagues 
said; “We are riding two hors- 
es." That has irritated Tbny 
Blair who recently ridiculed 
Mr Ashdown's policy of putting 
lp on income tax to pay for 
higher spending as “the longest 
pee in history”. " 

The Liberal Democrat MPs 
believe the row over cuts in the 
welfare state has reinforced for 
their case for building their 
strength as an opposition par- 
ty, outside the embrace of the 
Labour leadership. 

• Mr Ashdown wfll start the 
tour without his chief press of- 
ficer, Sean O'Grady, who is leav- 
ing after only four months in the • 
job. “It's just not worked out,” 
said a Liberal Democrat source. 
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Prescott’s dish 
fit for the 
homeless 


]t has been years since John Prescott was 
a ship’s steward but yesterday the Deputy 
Prime Minister was back serving breakfast 
- to the homeless at London's Admiralty 
Arch when be unveiled a £4m scheme to 
provide shelter, some in government build- 
ings, for those sleeping rough. 

There will be a total of 550 beds in shel- 
ters in London, Bristol and Cambridge. As 
well as offering a bed and two meals a day, 
the Admiralty Arch shelter will provide 
musing, drug counselling, an optician and 
a chiropodist. Mr Prescott, who lives next 
door m an admiralty flat, said he too had 
slept rough in his days as a merchant sea- 
man, but in tbe more hospitable climate 
of places like New Zealand. 

He added: “This government is not 
walking on the other side of the street. 
Buildings should not be lying empty, when 
people in shop doorways are facing sub- 
zero temperatures.*’ 

— Kim Sengupto 


Watchdogs 
to scrutinise 
royal finances 


PLANTED CHRISTMAS GIFT 


Details of how the 
Queen spends taxpayers’ 
money are to be 
scrutinised by 
government spending 
watchdogs after MPs 
criticised the Royal 
Household's lack of 
accountability. Fran 
Abrams , Political 
Correspondent, 
examines the outcome 
of an inquiry which has 
taken five years to 
complete. 


An announcement is expected 
by mid-February on how the 
books will be opened up after 
a critical report yesterday from 
the Commons' Public Accounts 
Committee. 

While the Queen’s person- 
al finances will remain private, 
the Treasury will give tbe Na- 
tional Audit Office access to de- 
tails of how she spends public 
money. Tbe Royal family re- 
ceives £423m from the Gov- 
ernment each year, about £20m 
oi which goes on accommoda- 
tion for staff, pensioners and 
others. 

Occupants of ibe 265 apart- 
ments and houses could never 
afford market rents on them, 
the committee said in its report, 
based on evidence given in 
1995. On average, they paid £45 
per week, which would increase 
to £83 per week as planned re- 
forms were introduced. But 
royal properties let out com- 
mercially would fetch between 
£150 and £S50 per week. 

The Royal Household 
charged just £9,000 per year in 
rent for seven properties in Wind- 
sor worth £850,000 - just over 1 
per cent of capital value and 
about a tenth of the market rent ' 

The report expressed con- 
cern about the size and salary 
of the Royal Household. Al- 
though a new system had been 
introduced under which there 
would be a deduction from 
salaries to cover the cost of ac- 
commodation. it would take a 
long tim e before the full bene- 


fits were achieved. The system 
had not yet been extended to 
senior staff and tbe progress in 
applying the contracts to all staff 
should be monitored. 

The committee's chairman, 
David Davis also said it seemed 
that tbe new system would sub- 
sidise the CivQ List rather than 
reduce tbe cost of palaces. 

There was also anger that 
£900,000 was spent refurbishing 
accommodation for two senior 
officials. The outlay was nec- 
essary because it had previ- 
ously been left empty for more 
than a decade and had not 
been touched since its previous 
occupant arrived in 1923. 

“ivfe are concerned that part 
of the estate was neglected in 
this way." the report said. 

The Royal Household said 
the cost would be recouped 
through rent in 20 years, while 
in fact it would take 30 years. 

The report said royal officials 
claimed wrongly that furnishings 
which cost £310,000 were need- 
ed because staff had to hold of- 
ficial functions at home. Later 
they admitted “there was not a 
huge amount of official enter- 
taining and the accommodation 
was not really provided for that 
purpose.” 

Flans to reduce the number 
of properties to 205 came as a 
“surprise" to the committee, 
which had not been told. “We 
are therefore concerned that tbe 
substantial scope for releasing 
accommodation was not 
brought to the committee's at- 
tention," it said. 

Mr Davis, said the Royal 
Household had taken the issues 
seriously, adding: “Some of the 
detail in our report might now 
be dated but the access issues 
remain unresolved." 

A spokesman for Bucking- 
ham Palace said Parliament 
already bad scrutiny of the 
Queen’s accounts through fig- 
ures given to the Department 
of Culture, Media and Sport. 
“There is currently no direct ac- 
cess to accounts because the 
Queen is accountable to Par- 
liament through her ministers 
and the money is granted to gov- 
ernment departments and not 
the Royal Household." 
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Student applications fall, but officials keep on hoping 


Ministers believe that a late rush 
in applications for university 
places next year proves that they 
are beginning to win the 
argument over tuition fees. But 
Judith Judd, Education Editor, is not 
convinced they are right. 


The Universities and Colleges Admission 
Service is expected to announce today that 
applications are down around 6 per cent 
- or just under 20.000 students - on this 
time last year. 

The Government claims it had been ex- 
pecting a bigger drop and that many of 
those applying this year simply abandoned 
plans to takeayearouL to avoid £1.000 tu- 
ition fees which will be charged from next 
September. 

Energetic advertising by ihe Department 
for Education and Employment, and uni- 
versities themselves, has reached significant 
extra numbers of potential students, it 
would appear. The advertisements have at- 
tempted to persuade sixth formers and oth- 
ers that despite the prospect of leaving 
university with bigger debts to repay - re- 
flecting new student loans covering both tu- 
ition fees and living costs - a degree 
remains a good long-term investment. 

Graduates earn higher salaries than 
those who have not gone to university, min- 
isters say. and are therefore well placed to 
bear some of the cost of their education. 

Today’s figure represents applications to 
Ucas by its 15 December deadline for places 
□ext autumn. 


Ministers can be expected to poidt out 
that in previous years, nearly a q uar ter of 
all places have been filled after the Ucas 
deadline, by direct applications to univer- 
sities and colleges. But critics warn that the 
prospect of bigger graduate debt will de- 
ter students from poorer ba ckgr ounds 
from going to university in the first place. 

They remain unconvinced by ministers’ 
insistence that tuition fees are the only way 
to generate extra revenue for higher edu- 
cation, and create more places for just those 
students. The real acid test of the impact 
of fees will come in numbers applying to 
university from 1999 onwards. 

This year, student leaders warn that the 
drop in applications, while relatively small 
overall, will conceal wide variations. 

Student numbers at some colleges axe like- 
ly lo fall by as much as a fifth, with those hard- 
est hit likely to be humanities and social 
sciences courses at newer universities. These 
could suffer serious loss of revenue if the 
drop-off in student numbers were sustained. 

The Government says it has gone to 
great lengths to minimis e the impact of fees, 
which will be means-tested. Students whose 
families earn less than £23,000 before tax 
will be exempt, and lull fees will only be 
paid by students whose parents earn 
£35.000 or more. The Government has also 
stressed that parents will pay no more to- 
wards the cost of their children's education 
than they presently contribute towards 
means-tested maintenance grants. 

Its advertising has pointed out that al- 
though graduates will leave university with 
bigger debts, they will pay them off on eas- 
ier terms. 




Team spirit: Cambridge University students cheer from the banks of the Thames during the annual Boat Race against Oxford Photograph: Robert HaJlam 
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Pupils make legal 
history by forcing 
school repairs 


Two teenage boys have 
taken their local 
authority to court about 
the potentially 
dangerous state of their 
Liverpool school. 
Katherine Griffiths reports 
on the decision which 
could open the legal 
floodgates to similar 
cases across Britain. 


Dwaagi Dtaena 

£37.99 


■•"'Nr" _ . 

save 



,..x 

si 

<i .'.vS**'*' 1 



Borne m DGG ton. UD 






3 SECOND i” 1 * * 




* *. 

Mu i 


SAME 





rr 

i ♦ 


A 1 




i | * 

is ‘ m . 

fcSSl v - i 


3 SECOND 

T? i7i , y .? 


tSipr*. 





€ 

/g. # ^ 


PERSONAL STEREOS 



SONY DE301(SlVBt) 



’f- 


jz**- 

3SECOTJ& 




^TOSEC OND J &£ 

e20l 


• ProgammableCQ. 

• XBS inducted 

• Mains adaptor 
.. indudad 

’? Was £8999 4 


£79.99 



V -10 





, lTj , New Technology 

L_J RECORDABLE MiNiDISC 



Panasonic 

: SLS221C ^ 

ANTI-SHOCK 

m 

M 

PBtSONAL CD PL# 

Jjj- ■ 


• Programmable CD. 

• XBS. 

fcvaaxe ftice £0099. 










SONY DE305 (SIVHO 
ANTI-SHOCK 
PERSONAL CD PLATBI 

• Programmable CD. 

• Mans adaptor inCUded 

• Rechargeable batteries. 

• Remo® control 
headphones. 




Rod Salisbury. 16, and Simon 
Worthington, 14, made legal his- 
tory yesterday when they won 
part of a court action aimed at 
forcing their local authority to 
canv out £2m repairs to their 
schooL 

The Liverpool stipendiary 
magistrate. David Tapp, ruled 
that pupils of Chfldwall Com- 
munity Comprehensive School 
are at risk of possible electro- 
cution because of the state of 
the wiring in some classrooms. 
Mr Tapp also advised that the 
school’s masonry be inspected 
and replaced where necessary. 

The decision followed a pri- 
vate prosecution by the boys 
against Liverpool City Council 
under the 1990 Environmental 
Protection Act. They had told 
Liverpool magistrates' court in 
October that their health had 
been put at risk by dilapidated 
school buildings. 

Tim King QC. representing 
the pupils, said that the school 
is a serious health hazard. Tim- 
othy Straker QC. for the city 
council, disagreed and de- 
scribed Rod and Simon as “fit 
and healthy”. 

He said that parts of Child- 
wall school arc “not very nice 
but not very harmful”. 

Yesterday’s decision was 
based on evidence given by- 
James Hutton, an electronics ex- 
pert .After reading Mr Hutton’s 


report the court advised that the 
whole school be disconnected to 
deal with the problem of 
excessive water leakage. 

“1 accept that the council's 
response to electrical problems 
■ is swift but it is top late if some- 
one has been electrocuted/” 
Mr Thpp said. 

Liverpool City Gountil must 
now inspect the electrics in 10 
rooms in the school's Holt wing. 
It must restore water-damaged 
equipment and ensure proper 
safety. The court rejected the 
council's argument that it did 
not have the cash to carry out 
the repairs. 

“The argument on behalf rtf 
Liverpool City Council that the: 
council is doing its best and can- 
not afford to spend more mon- 
ey does not find favour with this 
court,” Mr Tapp said. 

However, the court dis- 
missed the boys' claim that 
sanitary conditions and damp- 
ness were prejudicial to health 
and criticised some of the “ex- 
pert” witnesses brought by the 
prosecution. Medical evidence 
not based on examinations of 
the complainants or of an in- 
spection of the school but rely- 
ing on surveys conducted in 
Finland and the Netherlands 
was held to be inadequate. 

Opinions tty the surveyor, 
Peter Brack, and environmen- 
tal health expert, Carol Currie, 
were described as “absurd”. 

Mr Tapp was keen to stress 
the limitations of yesterday's de- 
cision. Although some have 
described this as “a landmark 
case”, he said, “each case must 
be decided on its merits. 1 do not 
consider that l have opened or 
closed the floodgates”. 

He did not fine the council. 
The case was adjourned until 
tomorrow, giving the prosecu- 
tion and defence teams time to 
work out a schedule for the re- 
pairs. 
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Supply teacher 
spending may rise 
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9 l,vy mnKnt is reviewing 
•lie financial cap on school 
spending on supply teachers. 
Baroness Blacksione. the 
education minister, disclosed 
yesterday. 

Schools, currently are re- 
stricted to :n pe r ceri | of 
IhLir si aft budget. 

Speaking m Lords uue*- 

I'on lime, she told Lord Dor- 

™ IU| " f Easing, on. ihe 
former Labour MP an d 
leaehur: -We are currently 

undards and e., pc „ ditur f 

and en.'evnng'h, maximum 
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funding that may at present be 
used for supply cover.” 

Lord Dorm and had 
warned that the Govern- 
ments plans for a profes- 
sional qualification for head 
teachers could increase the 
demand for supply teachers. 

Lady Blacksione replied 
that much of the heads’ train- 
ing would be school-based, or 
on Saturdays and school hol- 
idays. The minister added 
that heads’ training would be 
phased in over several years, 
starting with new heads, and 
eventually it would be com- 
pulsory for all heads. 
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Whites hit 
back over 
‘dishonest’ 
ANC attack 


After the scathing attack 
by President Nelson 
Mandela, the 
international patron 
saint of reconciliation, on 
South Africa’s whites, 
the "white” parties 
yesterday hit back. 

Mary Braid In Mafikeng 
reports on reaction to 
' the bombshell. 

Paranoid and unstalesmanlike 
was the way the National Par- 
ly described President Man- 
dela’s last speech as ANC party 
leader before the handover to 
his deputy, Thabo Mbeki. 

Tony Leon, leader of the De- 
mocratic Party, traditionally 
champions of rich whites, went 
further. It was "undoubtedly the 
low watermark of Nelson Man* 
dela's presidency: it was intel- 
lectually dishonest and 
unsophisticated in its analysis of 
the political and economic sit- 
uation facing South Africa.” 

-Internationally, the media 
reaction to President Mandela's 
seeming volte-face on race re- 
lations has verged on the hys- 
terical. (n South Africa the 
reaction was more measured. 
No one expected President 
Mandela himself to give notice 
to whites, and certainly not as 
harshly, but a fundamental 
change in the ANC position was 
widely expected. 

Did anyone think President 
Mandela at all justified? The an- 
swer highlights the racial chasm 
which, after three years of rec- 
onciliation, still yawns, here. 
Yesterday every ANC delegate 
seemed to think the old man 
had got it spot on. The speech 
soothed their frustration at his 
“endless pandering” to whites. 


After all, they ask. what has 
changed in three years? Blacks 
ran the government but whites 
still run everything eke. The gap 
between the rich - largely whiles 
- and the poor - predominant- 
ly black - remains. 

And while reaction? Some 
were incensed; but others sim- 
ply rolled their eyes and felt 
more out on a limb than ever. 

The trouble with the speech 
was that its paranoia obsoired 
justifiable black frustration. An 
analysis of ANC performs ce 
which blames every party fail- 
ure on “counter-revolutionary" 
plots hatched by mysterious 
underground cells convinces 
few beyond the comrades and 
psychiatric patients. 

That is not to say that for- 
mer security force members, still 
hostile to black rule, are not do- 
ing their bit for South Africa's 
crime figures. But the idea that 
they are a concerted force de- 
liberately undermining the state 
is far fetched. 

On Tiiesday, President Man- 
dela should have stuck to the 
main theme and forgotten the 
fantastic subplots. A few 
mooths in South Africa is 
enough to convince any outsider 
that his complaints are real The 
majority of whites live the same 
old, comfortable, segregated, in- 
sular lives they bave always 
lived. The majority of blacks still 
languish in poverty. 

And it is true that in the 
workplace and the boardroom, 
there is resistance to the eco- 
nomic and employment 
changes needed to redress past 
injustices. Who would have ex- 
pected anything different? But 
that this state of affairs could 
continue for ever was always un- 
likely. Those who do not have 
can be expected to increase de- 
mands that the promised irans- 



Kgalema Mot! an the celebrates after being elected as ANC secretary general AFP/Walter Dhladhla 


formation take place. 

Perhaps the gap would be 
easier to accept, for a while 
longer, if whites were not so 
smug. But the fact is that the 
Truth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission - a foundation of the 
19^4 negotiated transition to 
democracy, set up to expose a 
brutal past and forge a healing 
united path forward - has 
turned out to be a largely black 
affair. Whites arc generally not 
interested in a body which picks 
at their past like a scab. 

Worse, whites - even the lib- 
erals that supported the end of 
minority rule - sit by their pools 
and vvhinge about about hospi- 
tal queues and falling school 


standards. They arc appalled 
that they should be affecLed by 
the government's struggle to 
stretch services to cover 40 mil- 
lion South Africans and not just 
the privileged minority served 
by the previous government. 

President Mandela was per- 
fectly entitled to say: “1 put in 
all this reconciliation effort and 
1 expected whites to respond 
more generously". He could 
have said: the honeymoon is 
over. It would have had more 
effect than the one he delivered 
That he said so much more was 
telling. The level of defensive- 
ness - to the point of paranoia 
- was startling. The ANC has the 
next election and probably the 


one after sewn up. Yet it be- 
haved like a party on the ropes. 

Internal party divisions must 
be far worse than most com- 
mentators considered. In tbe 
speech, everyone not with the 
ANC was deemed to be against 
it - that is, all opposition parties, 
except the Zulu Inkatha Free- 
dom Party with which the ANC 
is discussing merger, under- 
mining the notion that South 
Africa will emerge as a multi- 
party democracy. It is all very 
well to play to the impatient 
cadres but Lhe unjustified at- 
tacks on the “white-owned" 
media added to that impression. 

If South Africa is to become 
the peaceful multiracial society 


it claims it wants to be, the 
speech was also Ql-judged One 
of the most worrying trends in 
post-apartheid South Africa is 
the white community's tenden- 
cy to drop out of politics. Awk- 
ward they may be but, for now, 
the future of South Africa still 
depends on them being per- 
suaded into the process. This 
speech did not bring them one 
inch closer. 

Castigating whites for moral 
failure is one thing; making 
them scapegoats for the moun- 
tain of difficulties facing gov- 
ernment is another. Until this 
week that would have been too 
cheap - and easy - a shot for the 
ANC, and its outgoing leader. 


Winnie bows 
out of race for 
deputy leader 


Outside the ANC hail yes- 
terday morning the souvenir 
plate seller,, peddling the 
feces of ANC party heroes 
like President Nelson Man- 
dela and Ciris Haul, said it 
was the Mother of the Nation, 
the president’s ex-wife, wbo 
was the customers' favourite. 

But Winnie Madikizela- 
Mandela’s bid to become 
the deputy president of the 
ANC finally floundered yes- 
terday when she turned down 
her nomination from the 
floor of the party’s 50lh na- 
tional conference. 

In a rare moment of high 
drama at a conference for 
which the script was written 
long ago, Mrs Mandela, 
whose election was vehe- 
mently opposed by the party 
leadership, kept everyone 
guessing right up untO the end. 

Hours before the nomi- 
nation. 3.01X1 ANC delegates, 
gathered in Mafikeng, 
North-west province, were 
persuaded to sanction a 
change of rules that made her 
nomination less likely. 

A candidate, nominated 
from the floor, had needed 
the support of 10 per cent of 
delegates to go forward for 
election. The conference 


agreed to increase that to 25 
per cent. Despite the odds. 
Mis Mandela was still nom- 
inated by a member of the 
ANC Women’s League, of 
which she is president. 

When a seconder to the 
nomination was requested, 
between 50 and 100 delegates 
broke ranks and raised their 
hands. Mrs Mandela was 
tlien asked whether she ac- 
cepted the nomination. 

She looked at the poor 
show of support and asked 
lhe leadership what her op- 
tions were. The conference 
held its breath while Thabo 
Mbeki, elected unopposed to 
replace President Mandela, 
rather politely ran through 
the rules. To a huge roar of 
approval from delegates Mrs 
Mandela apologised to her 
supporters and said she must 
decline the nomination. 

And so ended months of 
manoeuvring to prevent the 
ascent of Mrs Mandela, re- 
cently implicated in TRC 
hearings in 8 murders. 

The plate seller was crest- 
fallen. Pointing 10 President 
Mandela's plate, he said: 
“That is the position she is 
aiming for." 

— Mary Braid 
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Cartoon rat’s 
flashing eyes 
send children 
into fits 


A Japanese television 
network called in 
doctors, psychologists 
and animation experts 
after a cartoon triggered 
convulsions among 
hundreds of children. 
Jeremy Laurence reports. 


TV Tokyo manager HIronari 
Mori said more than 700 main- 
ly schoolchildren were rushed 
to hospitals after watching the 
programme based on the video 
game “Pocket Monsters” on 
Tliesday nigbL 

The Home Affairs Ministry 
said 208 people, aged from 
three upwards, including a man 
aged 58, were still in hospital 
with epilepsy- type symptoms 
more than 24 hours after the 
showing. 

The blame was put on a 
scene depicting an explosion fol- 
lowed by five seconds of flash- 
ing red lights from the eyes of 
the most popular character. 
“Pikachu", a rat-like creature. 
Mori said the offending section 
passed inspection before broad- 
cast, but in hindsight “we believe 
there may have been problems 
with presentation and produc- 
tion technique”. 

TV Tokyo imposed a health 


warning on future episodes, 
telling viewers that watching 
Tuesday’s instalment of “Pock- 
et Monsters could cause faint- 
ing and nausea. 

The cartoon, shown since 
April, is the highest-rated pro- 
gramme in its time slot Some 
local affiliates have already 
shelved the next episode. 
Japan's largest video rental 
chain. Culture Convenience 
Club Co Ltd, announced it was 
taking "Pocket Monsters" 
videos off shelves. 

A spokesman for Nintendo, 
whose share price fell two per- 
cent, said the characters were 
the only link between its game 
and the cartoon. The game has 
been a huge success, selling sev- 
en million units since it was re- 
leased in Japan in February 
1996. It is scheduled to be re- 
leased in the rest of the world 
next year. 

A flickering television or 
computer screen can trigger a 
convulsion in anyone, espe- 
cially if they have been sitting 
in front of it for a long time. 
The risk of a fit is related to the 
frequency of the flicker and the 
capacity of the retina of the eye 
to absorb it. If the retina absorbs 
a lot of flickering it sends im- 
pulses to the brain which can set 
off a seizure. Older TV sets with 
a mains flicker of 25 or 50 Hz 



Powf Zap! Pikachu displays the cartoon flashes found to be dangerous 


carried a greater risk of trig- 
gering fits than modern sets 
with a higher frequency of 75 
Hz. 

The most susceptible peo- 
ple are those who have pho- 
tosensitive epilepsy. About 
one in 130 people in Britain 


have epilepsy hut only three to 
five per cent of those are 
photosensitive. A spokes- 
woman for the British Epilep- 
sy Association said the 
number of children involved 
in the Japanese incident made 
it unlikely that they were all 


epilepsy .sufferers. More prob- 
ably they suffered a one-off 
convulsion as a result of the 
particular frequency of flash- 
ing lights. 

The chances of a similar in- 
cident occurring in Britain 
arc remote because the Indc- 


Photograph: AP/TV Tokyo 

pendent Television Commis- 
sion has rules limiting the use 
of flashing lights and flicker- 
ing images. However, several 
incidents occurred with com- 
puter games in the early 1990s, 
and manufacturers now prim 
warnings. 


Somalis wary as breakaway 
leader offers to resign 


Arafat’s Authority tortures its people 


The leader of Somaliland, Mo- 
hamed Ibrahim Egai, offered to 
resign yesterday in a letter to the 
parliament of his breakaway re- 
public in north-western Somalia. 

Mr Egal became president in 
1993. two years after what had 
been British Somaliland, until 
fusion with the independent 
Republic of Somalia in 1960, 
broke away from the war-torn 
country. 

The parliament was to meet 
today to consider the offer 
which Mr Egal said he made be- 
cause be did cot have the sup- 
port of members of his 
government. 


But Somalis famili ar with the 
situation say Mr Egal's move 
may be a pipy to secure his po- 
sition with even greater powers. 

Mr EgaL a former prime 
minister of Somalia, was re- 
elected in February. No coun- 
try recognises SomaliJand, 
which he claims will never be re- 
united with the rest of the 
country. 

Although its capitaL Hargeisa, 
was largely destroyed by forces 
loyal to the ousted dictator Mo- 
il am ed Siad Bane in 1989, So- 
maliland . is considered the most 
politically stable part of Somalia. 

— AP, Mogadishu 


A damning report by Palestin- 
ian human rights investigators 
yesterday accused Yasser 
Arafat's Palestinian Authority 
of routinely torturing its own 
people and covering up a saga 
of suspicious deaths. 

Citing 18 cases where Pales- 
tinian prisoners have died since 
1994, the Palestinian Human 
Rights Monitoring Group de- 
nounced the authority for its 
“failure to deliver promises to 
investigate; attempts to escape 
responsibility; callous dealings 
with the families of the victims: 
impunity for most of those in- 
volved in torture: and silencing 
the media". 

Bassem Eid, the group's ex- 


ecutive director, told The Inde- 
pendent. “When somebody dies 
in custody, in only a minority of 
cases does the Palestinian Au- 
thority ever take legal measures 
to punish the perpetrators or to 
trace responsibility up the chain 
of command. It is giving a kind 
of immunity to these torturers 
and kfllers ." 

One of the report's most dis- 
turbing case studies is that of 
Nahed Dablan. 24, from Za- 
weida. Gaza. When Palestinian 
security men dumped him 50 
yards from his house, he was 
spewing up blood and shaking. 

A relative helped him inside. 
Before he died, an hour later, 
he told his family that Pales- 


tinian intelligence officers had 
tried to force him to withdraw 
a complaint accusing fellow 
Palestinians, now close to the 
self-rule authority, of collabo- 
rating with the Israelis when he 
and they were held in an Israeli 
prison during the intifada. 

The Palestinian Attorney- 
Generul, Khalid al-Qidra. an- 
nounced that Dahlan bad 
committed suicide by swallow- 
ing pesticide and had left a note 
explaining why. No note was 
ever produced, and the night he 
died security agents raided his 
house and confiscated a diary 
in which he had written that his 
life was being threatened. 

Mr Eid made an interna- 


tional reputation investigating 
Israeli ill-treatment of Pales- 
tinians. He switched the spot- 
light to hts own people after Mr 
Arafat returned from exile three 
years ago. His group is funded 
by the European Commission. 
Canada. Holland and Norway. 

Mr Eid himself was detained 
by Palestinian security men for 
24 hours in January i^5. The 
only good news he reported yes- 
terday was that no human rights 
activists had been kicked up this 
year. “The Palestinian Author- 
ity," he smiled, “has only two 
more weeks and it will be a first: 
no human rights activists ar- 
rested in all of 1997." 

— Eric Silver, Jerusalem 
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US and Iraq hint at 
at end to their 

sabre-rattling act 


The UN Security Council 
today hears a report on 
the visit to Baghdad by 
Richard Butler, head of 
the team inspecting 
suspected Iraqi weapons 
facilities. It comes amid 
signs that the US-lraq 
stand-off is easing. 

Mary Dejevsfcy reports. 


Iraq's Deputy Prime Minister, 
Tariq Aziz, appeared calm and 
mildly satisfied when he spoke 
to reporters In Baghdad yes- 
terday, at a press conference 
conducted partly in English 
and televised live in the US. 

Mr Aziz, who has been 
Iraq's front man and chief ne- 
gotiator during the crisis, as he 
was during the Gulf war, listed 
several results of Mr Butler’s vis- 
it that Iraq regards as positive, 
including a change in wea pons- 
inspection procedures - the is- 
sue which sparked the dispute 
with the US in the first place. 

In particular, he said, a new 
technical commission would be 
formed to which outside experts 
could be co-opted, apparently 
ending the monopoly of the LIN 
special commission on disarm- 
ing Iraq (Unscom). which Iraq 
regards as being in the pocket 
of the US. 

Iraq was also satisfied that, 
for the first time. Mr Butler had 
been accompanied by other 
members of Unscom - the 
British, French and Russian 
commissioners - considering, in 
the words of Mr Aziz, that the 
meetings had been held "in a 


professional manner’ and been 
“mostly objective". While Mr 
Aziz continued to vilify the 
US, saying it had fomented the 
crisis over inspectors’ site access 
as a pretext for launching a mil- 
itary strike, he said be doubted 
the US would act militarily. 

The same message came 
from UN officials before today’s 
Security Council meeting. They 
would not confirm Mr Aziz’s 
statement that the UN would 
agree to expand the arms- in- 
spection teams - reducing the 
proportion of Americans with- 
out reducing the number of US 

inspectors - but did indicate that 
military action was not now an 
option, if it had ever been. 

The US President, Bill Clin- 
ton, addressing an end-of-year 
press conference, condemned 
Iraq for continued defiance of 
UN resolutions by refusing ac- 
cess to areas designated presi- 
dential compounds. “If there is 
any further obstruction of the 
UN in doing its job [conducting 
arms inspections], we will have 
to consider other options," he 
said. While intended to leave 
open the option of military 
force, his words none the less 
sounded less threatening than 
before and suggested that, de- 
spite a lot of US hardware in the 
Gulf, an order to attack was not 
imminent. 

Mr Clinton had also mused 
on the character of the Iraqi 
leader, Saddam Hussein, whom 
he called “clever-crazy" and 
who had calculated - wrongly - 
that he could exploit apparent 
differences ia the Security 
Council to break sanctions. 


Mexicans win battle to set up 
independent trade union 


Workers at a Korean-owned factory in Tijuana made history when 
officials approved their request to set up an independent union. 
“It's a very positive development," Mary Tong, director of tire 
Support Committee for Maquiladora Workers, said. Along the 
US-Mexico border, an industrial frontier of 2,700 factories, the 
only worker "advocates" have been government-backed union 
representatives, who are absent or disengaged. Peter Smith, an 
expert on US-Latin American relations, said the labour fight had 
exposed the ugliest contradictions of the 1994 North American 
Free Trade Agreement. AP, TTj uana 


Close call in Guyana election 


Janet Jagan had a small lead over the opposition leader, 
Desmond Hoyte. in presidential elections. With 29 per cent of 
votes counted, her People’s Progressive Party had 51 per cent to 
46 per cent for Mr Hovte’s People's National Congress. 

AP, Georgetown 
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Anti-foreign feeling 
grows as slump hits 
nation’s self-esteem 


Koreans vote for a new 
president today, after 
their economy was 
brought back from the 
®dge of collapse by a 
massive IMF rescue 
package. But their 
attitude towards the 
Fund’s “medicine” is 
ambivalent to say the 
least. Richard Uoyd Parry in 
Seoul encounters the 
anger of a proud people. 


In a bleak quarter of southern 
Seoul, a man named Park San 
Kee sits at a desk in a room strewn 
with dcctric cables. Mr F^rk is an 
unhappy mao. The small elec- 
tronics firm of which he is direc- 
tor is in crisis, and in the last six 
months he has sacked 15 of his 
25 workers. The factory is oper- 
ating at less than half capacity, 
and Mr Park is waiting for the 
cheques to start bouncing. 

The price of fuel has gone up 
at the coldest time of the year, 
and the cost of imported com- 
forts like cigarettes has soared 
as the Korean won has died half 
its value. But this month the end 
finally seems to be in sight Ko- 
rea has found its saviour, the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund, 
which has promised to provide 
some $60bn to save the crash- 


ing economy. Of all people, one 
would expect Mr Park to be re- 
lieved — but it makes him nn - 
happier than ever. 

“There is enough money in 
Korea," he says. “We don’t 
need the IMF. They are the ser- 
vants of America and Japan - 1 
know it! The results will be veiy, 
very bad in the long term." Mr 
Park is not alone in bis loathing 
for the IMF Last week in Seoul, 
demonstrators waved banners 
denouncing “Japanese coloni- 
sation of Korea through the 
IMF”. Cartons of American 
cigarettes have been burned in 
the street, and foreign dothes sat 
unsold in boycotted shops. 
“Korea has become the com- 
petitor of the western countries," 
says Mr Park. “They need the 
IMF to push Korea down." 

No nation likes to see its 
economy go down the toilet - 
apart from the personal hard- 
ships, there isa price to be paid 
in self-esteem. The sense of vic- 
timisation is not unanimous, but 
it is deeply rooted and present 
at all levels of society. At the 
grass roots are Patriotic organ- 
isations like the National Al- 
liance for the Unification of the 
Fatherland which organised fast 
week’s big rally against Amer- 
ican and Japanese “imperial- 
ism". At the other end of the 
political scale are the country’s 
powerful trade unions who 
rightly fear the effect restruc- 


turing will have on wages and 
unemployment Men like Mr 
Park fear for their businesses; 
politicians fear for votes. 

Even the government treat- 
ed its talks with the IMF offi- 
cials more like a tough 
negotiation between business 
partners than a request for 
help by a nation in distress, ly- 
ing about its banks' debts and 
delaying a final announcement 
with last minute “demands". 
But the most ardent bureaucrats 
acknowledge that the restruc- 
turing being pushed by the 
IMF is the only way out of an 
economic dead end. 

Koreans are a proud people, 
but it is a pride compounded 
with touchiness, xenophobia 
and self-doubt, the product of 
an agonising history and a 
uniquely painful geopolitical 
division. The country’s rise from 
the literal ruins of the Korean 
War has indeed been remark- 
able. But to Koreans, the trans- 
formation of Seoul from shanty 
town to megalopolis is a mar- 
vel, semi-divine in nature, "the 
miracle on the Han River". 

Korean touchiness is insep- 
arable from a fierce determi- 
nation. which has prevented 
the country from being swal- 
lowed up despite centuries of 
buffeting by greater powers. 
By rights Korea - invaded 
throughout its histonr, cruelly 
colonised by Japan, divided by 



Order of the 
boot: A student 
practising his 
footwork during 
a demonstration 
in Seoul, the 
South Korean 
capital, 

demanding the 
resignation of 
President Kim 
Young Sam, who 
is increasingly 
regarded as a dis- 
credited leader 


a civO war - ought to be a bit- 
ter and broken country. But 
beneath the pain and embar- 
rassment, there is something 
close to relish in the struggle 
ahead. “My workers don’t like 
me. because their work mates 
have gone." says Mr Park. “But 
if I hadn't sacked them, we 
would all have lost our jobs. 
They say that I am as cold as ice, 
but our company shall live on." 


Michael Jackson gets recruited to 
,? ! boost election campaign in crisis 


A long-time dissident ts 
likely to be the winner of 
today's election. But the 
election is being fought 
on personalities, not 
issues. Richard Uoyd Parry 
reports. 


South Korea’s presidential elec- 
tions were defined, in all then- 
gravity and absurdity, by a sur- 
real encounter last weekend. 
The occasion was an interna- 
tional video conference organ- 
ised by Kim Dae Jung, 
considered most likely to be 
chosen today as the country’s 
new leader. 

As an aspirant president, 
Mr Kan is naturally concerned 
about the economic crisis which 
has beset his country; to address 
the issue he brought together 
some of the world's most bril- 
liant men for a meeting of 
minds. There was the financier 
George Soros. Then there was 
Mickey Kantor, a former US 
trade negotiator. But these 
were mere warm-up acts for the 
guest of honour, the man cho- 


sen to offer the concluding 
words of advice on Korea's fu- 
ture direction - Michael Jack- 
son, the moon-walking 
American pop star. 

Nothing could better sum up 
the atmosphere of the Korean 
elections than the pairing of 
George Soros and Michael 
Jackson. On the one hand, Ko- 
reans are voting today in an at- 
mosphere of economic crisis, in 
which financial melt-down has 
been averted only by a humili- 
ating appeal to the International 
Monetary Fund. 

But despite the huge stakes, 
this has been an election cam- 
paign without issues, fought as 
a battle between personalities 
with a level of debate about as 
deep as a Michael Jackson lyric. 

Throughout the campaign, 
high political drama has been 
overlaid with cynicism so dar- 
ing as to border on farce. Since 
early this year, the incumbent, 
Kim Young Sam, the country’s 
first wholly civilian president, 
has been a joke leader, hobbled 
by family scandals and the fail- 
ure of his economic policies. Al- 
most the only consistent policy 


pursued by candidates has been 
a desire to put distance between 
themselves and him. 

When the third-ranking can- 
didate. Rhee In Je. was reported 
to have the leader's secret sup- 
port, it almost scuppered his 
campaign. The President's cho- 
sen successor. Lee Hoi Chang, 
was so embarrassed by the con- 
nection that he changed the 
name of his part}' from New Ko- 
rea Party to Grand National 
Party - although the party's of- 
fices. personnel and organisa- 
tion remain the same. Bui the 
most remarkable act of politi- 
cal opportunism has been per- 
petrated by Kim Dae Jung, a 
former dissident and political 
prisoner who escaped assassi- 
nation in 1973 at the hands of 
the Korean CTA fKCIA). 

Mr Kim has lost three pres- 
idential elections, a victim of re- 
gionalism which guarantees h is 
support in his home region of 
CboDa, but makes it difficult to 
win support elsewhere. So he 
has joined hands with another 
veteran Kim -Kim Jong Pfl, the 
ultra-conservative founder of 
the KC1A and his long-time tor- 


mentor and nemesis. Publication 
of opinion polls was banned 
three weeks ago and, although 
the last ratings had Kim Dae 
Jung a few points ahead, Mr 
Lee was catching up. 

A Kim Dae Jung victory 
would be historic in that no op- 
position party has taken power 
in Korea. On the other hand, at 
the age of 72, he is the repre- 
sentative of a political genera- 
tion which many would be glad 
to have put out to grass. 

Mr Lee has a bracing repu- 
tation for rectitude and incor- 
ruptibility - but as leader of the 
establishment party, he may 
not be up to the task of taking 
on the country's vested interests. 
In public, the candidates have 
said little to distinguish them 
apart, except for last week, 
when Mr Rhee and Kim Dae 
Jung briefly flirted with the 
idea of renegotiating the IMF 
deal. Their much-hyped televi- 
sion debates have produced lit- 
tle more than personal abuse. 

Who will win today's election 
is difficult to say. Perhaps the 
more important question is 
whether il matters either wav. 


HOW THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES LINE UP 



Trie Favourite - 
Kim Dae Jung 
Age: He says 74. 

His birth certifi- 
cate 72. 

National Con- 
gress for New 
Politics 

Kim’s long political 
career has marched 
the political 

progress of South Korea. As a dissident 
and radical during the dictatorship of the 
B7Ds and early 1980s he was imprisoned, 
/kidnapped by the secret police and sen- 
tenced to death for his opposition activi- 
ties. 

Since the coming of democracy in 1987 
he has played down his radical imap in 
- ah attempt to broaden his popularity, but 
he has lost three previous presidential 
elections. Wears a lot of make up to cov- 
er fib wrinkles, and compares himself to 
TonyBhJr. 



The Challenger - 
Lee Hoi Chang 
Age: 62 

Grand National 
Party 

Lee is the candi- 
date of the estab- 
lishment, the 
product of an 6lite 
education who be- 
came a Supreme 
Court judge. As prime minister he en- 
hanced his reputation for integrity after 
being sacked for standing up to Presi- 
dent Kim Young Sam. His setback came 
earlier in the year when opponents 
claimed he had used his influence to ex- 
empt his sons from military service - 
but he could easily win today. Only Lee 
has consistently supported die IMF's 
restructuring plan, but his backers in 
the chaebol- Korea's gianc conglomer- 
ates - will pressure him to pull his 
punches. 


The Outsider: 
Rhee In Je 
Age: 49 
New Party by 
the People 


fV. 


If Kim wins today, he C 
will owe victory to A. 

Rhee. a former cabi- 
net minister and ■Efc*'** 
provincial governor flip 
who set up on his 

own after losing the ruling party nomina- 
tion. His relative youth and lack of party 
funding leave with no chance of winning, 
instead, he is setting out his stall and es- 
tablishing h is identity for future elections. 

Rather alarmingly. Rhee compares him- 
self to Park Chung Hee, the assassinated 
dictator of the 1970s, whose reputation is 
enjoying a revival - he even changed his 
haircut to enhance the resemblance and 
likes to point out that he is the same 
height as the deceased general. 
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16/EUROPEAN NEWS 


Coalition survives as 
France eases strict 
immigration curbs 


The French National 
Assembly yesterday 
approved a softening of 
immigration laws. But 
Green and Communist 
members of the 
governing coalition 
abstained, complaining 
the new law was still too 
tough. John Lichfield ■ 
reports. 


For the second time in a month, 
the French government 
emerged badly bruised, but in- 
tact, from an emotive debate on 
the treatment of foreigners. 
Communist and Green mem- 
bers, who bad threatened, to de- 
feat their own government by 
voting against a new immigra- 
tion law, finally agreed yester- 
day to abstain, or simply not 
turn up. 

The two debates - the pre- 


vious one was on nationality law 
-have produced the biggest lifts 
to date in the Socialist- Com- 
munist-Green coalition which 
has been governing France 
since June. 

During the election cam- 
paign, all three parties promised 
to replace the restrictive laws on 
immigration and nationality in- 
troduced by centre-right gov- 
ernments in the late 1980s and 
1990s. Hundreds of thousands 
of people, led by well-known 
film directors, actors and intel- 
lectuals, had demonstrated 
against a proposed toughening 
of the laws last March. 

Although the Socialists 
chose their campaign words 
carefully, the for-left and Greens 
convinced themselves that vic- 
tory in the general election 
meant that the existing laws 
would be repealed completely. 
In the event, Lionel Jospin's 
government proposed relative- 
ly modest changes to both. 


Under the law approved 
yesterday - which still has to go 
to the Senate — it will be easier 
for migrant workers to bring 
their families to France, and re- 
strictions on refugee-status will 
be relaxed. 

The 10-day debate was an in- 
vitation to posturing and dem- 
agoguery on all sides. For the 
“moral” left, anything less than 
the legalisation of all illegal im- 
migrants was a betrayal For the 
centre-right, any weakening of 
the existing law would open 
French frontiers to allcomers. 

Behind the debate, there 
loomed the spectre of the far- 
right National Front. The gov- 
ernment accused the centre-right 
of playing the NF game by op- 
posing the new laws, while the 
right accused the government of 
deliberately reopening the NF's 
favourite subject, in order to 
swell the far-right vote, and lim- 
it the centre-right vote, in re- 
gional elections in March. 


Neo-nazi research group 
‘given £75,000 by EU’ 


A shadowy neo-Nazi group 
researching eugenics has re- 
ceived a large subsidy from the 
European Union, it is revealed 
m today’s edition of the German 
weekly Die Woe he. 

According to the paper, the 
German-based Society for Bi- 
ological Anthropology, Eugen- 
ics and Behavioural Research 
collected £75,000 in October last 
year from the Eli’s agricultural 
fund. 

The group is led by Jurgen 
Rieger, a registered neo-Nazi 
who organised a week-long 
gathering of right-wing ex- 
tremists in the central German 
village of Hetendorf as recently 
as the summer of this year. The 


society claimed the funds for 
their form in southern Sweden, 
where they say they are study- 
ing and practising “ecological 
agriculture'’. 

The Swedish press has in the 
past reported on the group’s ac- 
tivities on the form, which is be- 
lieved to be the training ground 
for Rieger's storm-troopers. 
But the Swedish government, 
which dispensed the EU mon- 
ey, argued that Rieger’s flock 
had not committed any crime. 

“It is not forbidden to form,” 
a Swedish official told Woche. 
“As long as they stay within the 
law, there is nothing we can do.** 

The latest revelation comes 
in the wake of reports exposing 


German government links to 
the extreme right. After initiall y 
attacking the defence ministry, 
the German establishment is 
leaning towards the charitable 
view that it was one big mistake. 

The defence minister, Volk- 
er Ruhe yesterday visited one 
of the barracks at the centre of 
one recent scandal. Admitting 
there were “deficiencies in po- 
litical awareness in the army”, 
Mr Ruhe pledged more politi- 
cal education for soldiers. 

Parliament has meanwhile 
launched an inquiry into the 
neo-Nazi incidents uncovered in 
the armed forces. The inquest 
wttl open next month. 

— /mre Kama, Bonn 
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Britain sets out 
children’s role in 
EU presidency 
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Britain gave its presidency of the 
European Union a flourish yes- 
terday, unveiling a number of 
projects intended to help young 
people to get involved. 

The schemes would allow 
children to become an ambas- 
sador for a day, stage a catwalk 
fashion show, or play football in 
Europe. 

Doug Henderson, minister 
for Europe, Tessa Blackstone, 
education minister and Chris 
Rogers, from BBC’s News- 
round, launched the schemes at 
Deptford Green School in New 
Cross, London. 

“The key to getting young 
people to understand Europe is 
for them to experience and 
Icam about it at first-hand.” said 
Mr Henderson. 

The Government has al- 
ready chosen a logo for the pres- 
idency - which starts in January 
- designed by children from 
across Europe. 

The initiatives are: 

■ Ambassador for a day: The 
100 winners of this competition 


for 11-15 vear olds will go to 
spend a day with Bobby Robson, 
coach of Barcelona, a cheese- 
maker in France, brother leatf-: 
ing Europeans 

■ partners in Europe; This is a . 
scheme to develop links and 
partnerships between schools in 
Britain and those in the rest of 
Europe. 

Details will be sent to all UK 
schools next month, 

■ Celebrating Europe: a com- 
petition to highlight the bene- 
fitsof school links with Europe. 
Awards of up to £5,000 are on 
offer. 

■ European Young Fashion 
Designer Show: The British 
Fashion Council will stage a cat- 
walk show during British Fash- - 
ion Week, with designs drawn 
from across Europe. 

■ Youth Football Tournament: 
This event is likely to involve 
teams from across Europe. 


For more details sec the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office web 
site : http://presid.fco:go \ : uk 






Le Pen under fire over 
Holocaust comments 





Paris prosecutors have opened an investigation into Jean- Marie 
Le Pen, the controversial leader of France’s National Front par- 
ty. for repeating his view that gas chambers were a “mere de- 
tail" of the Second World Vlfor. He was speaking in Munich on 
December 5th. 

— Reuters 




Ruling on Bosnian genocide 


A dispu le over Serbia's role in the Bosnian war has been widened 
to include Belgrade's claims that Bosnia committed genocide 
against ethnic Serbs, the World Court said. The court ruled ad- 
missible a Serbian counter-claim that “Bosnia-Herzegovina is re- 
sponsible for the acts of genocide committed against Serbs in 
Bosnia,” while not judging the claim. 

— AP 


Poland confirms abortion law 


- ■■ ■ ■ - * 

Winter coat A dog dressed up to resist the uncommonly cold weather that has struck 
Moscow makes an appearance at a tourists' market Photograph: Sergei Teterin/Reuters 


Poland's parliament endorsed a high court's decision overturn- 
ing a liberalized abortion law. The vote reinstates strict abortion 
rules introduced in 1993. 

— AP 


TM- 



’'A/r, 




1 rv "... '*tvO 


tc 




L 





izm 


’s free line 
you connect at a 
inDece 



% 




(.torture 2 




79 p 





163$ 




.... ...... ?e^fefeoffefs-: 

•' r • ............. - 

us direct' 0860 1$*i42p 


•rvs- 


SAINSBURV'S 


E 




< 23315 * 





* j - < , & over; 250 strops na&pfMffe, 


" off has never beeaeasiec-,!_^ 


V 









£179 





J:1 



:<■ 



A’ null 


£1-99 





I 












ALSO AVAILABLE AT SAINSBURY'S SAVACENTRE-; PDnr,, 

i O . ■ " E '° “ _ 


11 


IN SMALLER ST0RE3. 





orP 


5 T. 






■ it 


Qr, *b C 
, rtf. cal 






?s 


:j «*#*■ 


: -_i-5 






■.rx/.i'Ktm iSK 


•A-ft 









isi 


s 0ut 
o! e 
n Cy 


v V V* 




•. ■»-■ ►* I*- 


-CiCS 


U>C;f-:OH 13W 


17/TAMA I CA 


THL INDEPENDENT 
THURSDAY IB DECEMBER 1*97 

17 


St 


foor prospect for ballots as bullets fly in Marley’s yard 


ench Town, the 
nigston neighbourhood 
lere Bob Marley grew 
ywas immortalised in 
veral of his songs. But 
mose days it was a 
tepy suburb. Now, it is 
:p.ttlefield, barricaded, 
el by heavify armed 
iHords, patrolled by 
riny tanks and a no-go 
v»a to outsiders. On the 
of Jamaica’s general 
action, our 

respondent got in for 
: look. 


|are 


|h. I remember when we 
|d to sit in the tenement yard 
wn in Trench Town." It is 
shabby Bob Marley’s most fa- 
fus opening tine, starting the 
-No Woman, No Cry". In 
pic versions, Marley changed 
to “the government yard", 
ce the tenement blocks in this 
ngston neighbourhood were 
v-iocome housing built by the 
tc. 

parley spent some of his 
years here, learning the 
iiar. learning how to roll 
irijuana sp lifts and “observ- 
» the hypocrites” from the 
ipsjof his house on Upper 
■st Street. Those were peace- 
days in Trench Town, but not 
y nlore. The neighbourhood 
1 wir zone, the Marley house 
d roost others pock-marked 
bujlets. 

Only a few hundred yards 
im jjnwntown Kingston and 
ssim tourists, the area has be- 
mejTegendary not because of 
arlcv but because of the turf 
is between armed locals, 
ne iracs political, sometimes 
'o(' ing drugs, sometimes for 

■aln :k of anything better todo. 

' ires of people have been 
lec in Trench Town and hun- 
:dj wounded since the via- 
tci erupted in the early 
.ht es and got out of hand 
:hji the post three years, 
e plots that ring out nightly, 
d bften during the day, are 
t pistol shots. They are bursts 
aiioraatic-rifle fire, often 
ronparued by bomb blasts. 



Locals say the violence began 
around 1980, after Edward Sea- 
ga, of the Jamaica Labour Par- 
ty (JLP), was elected prime 
minister. 

Mr Seaga's predecessor, 
Michael Manky, of the People's 
National Party (PNP), was de- 
feated after upsetting the US by 
initiating socialist reforms and 
moving closer to socialist coun- 
tries. including Cuba. 

Mr Seaga is running again in 
today' s general election against 
the incumbent Prime Minister, ■ 
Percival J Patterson, of the 
PNP, in a vote to replace the 60- 
member parliament. 

Fearing election-day vio- 
lence, edgy troops stepped up 
patrols through Trench Town, 
rumbling through barricaded 
streets in tanks, armoured cars 
and jeeps. 

“When Seaga take over, that 


when the heavy artillery start 
coming in,” said Devon Rowe, 
a resident of Brickway. in 
Trench town. “A lot of guys 
come back from the US. They 
deck out (dress up) and start 
calling this place tickle (Little) 
New York. And that when peo- 
ple start buying big guns.” 

His critics say Mr Seaga was 
soft on drugs, leaving dealers 
with the opportunity to flourish 
and to move from marijuana to 
cocaine and heroin. 

Partly because of the Mar- 
ley house, 1 had wanted to vis- 
it Trench Town for years but 
could find no Jamaican pre- 
pared to accompany me. On 
Tuesday, 1 went with Pastor 
Bobby Wilmott of the Covenant 
Community Church, a hands- 
on-healing charismatic group 
which has opened a church, a 
kindergarten and a communi- 


ty centre in the heart of Trench 
Town. Opinions vary as to 
whether the neighbourhood 
was named because of the 
sewage trench that runs through 
it or after a gentleman called Mr 
Trench. 

Also with us was a repre- 
sentative of Air Jamaica, which 
is sponsoring a pulpit exchange 


“Easy, easy, easy, man, this 
is tny turf,” Pastor Bobby would 
shout as we drove slowly down 
the central Collie Smith drive, 
named after the late cricketer, 
zigzagging around abandoned 
cars and other ohslacles aimed 
at making it difficult for the 
nightly drive-by shooters. 

The church on Seventh 


programme „ Street, re- 


be tween 
Trench 
Town and 
London. 

Passing 
through 

“The Jun * — 

gle," the 

name of the first section, then 
“Angola,” “Pegasus” and “Mex- 
ico.” we were checked out reg- 
ularly by youths on foot, on 
bicycles or in ears, not visibly 
armed. 


BY PHIL 
DAVISON 


named Joy 
Town by the 
pastor, 
looks like 
an aircraft 
hangar but 
-was origi- 
nally a 

YMCA centre. 

“The local youths used the 
building to play indoor football. 
It also became a kind of com- 
munity' toilet." said Pastor Bob- 
by as two armoured cars pulled 


up on the comer, apparently cu- 
rious about the two rare white 
faces. “It was all bushed up and 
all, but 1 disinfected it and 
cleaned it up in 1991. 

“That kind of made it my 
turf. I said to the gunmen, ‘You 
want your kids to grow up fir- 
ing guns like you?’ ” About 60 
people attend the church’s 
hand-dapping services and 180 
children attend the kinder- 
garten. 

The church is in Wilton Gar- 
dens. known locally as Rema. 
long a kind of no man’s land or 
buffer zone between warring 
factions. 

“Over there, the north, has 
always been PNP territory,” 
said local resident Mr Rowe. 
“Down there, the south, is JLP. 
Tivoli Gardens is the JLP 
stronghold, part of Seaga's con- 
stituency. Their guys drive by 


every night, sure as the dock 
ticks, and shoot the place up. 
Sometimes during the day. 

“They’ve got M-36s, 
AK-47s; you got to get down 
pretty quick when the bullets fly- 
in* thick. But we got the heavy 
artillery, too; we shoot back and 
hit them sometimes. They up- 
set now that Rema used to be 
JLP but has switched to the 
PNP. The other night, they 
throw a bomb over there and kill 
a 60-year-old lady. Her face was 
bust open like this.” he said, 
throwing his hands in the air. 
“It’s bitter, bitter, bitter, yeah, 
man. It’s like Bosnia " 

Mr Rowe explained that 
each block has look-outs, who 
will watch for outsiders' cars. 
“Anybody drive up from down 
there, we now that’s bad news.” 
he said. 

“We run get our big guns 


A mural in Trench Town, 
Kingston, celebrating Bob 
Marley, the 
neighbourhood’s most 
famous resident. Many 
people have been kilted 
there in violence 
in the run-up to today's 
general election. 

Photograph: Roger job/ Gamma 


pretty quick.” There is a police 
station close to where we stood 
but “the police lock themselves 
in and put up the shutters when 
the bullets fly. They’ re not stu- 
pid, those boys, no, man. They 
badly outgunned around here.” 

On the steps of Marley s old 
house, Mike Ellison showed 
me where his brother Dennis, 
a local DJ known as Massive, 
was shot. 

“Everybody think I go down 
Tivoli Gardens and get revenge 
but I no go,” said Mr Ellison. 
“1 no want to go back to jail.” 

A little farther along First 
Street, the only other white 
face in Trench Town, a Cana- 
dian, Roslyn Ellison, was en- 
couraging a handful of locals to 
“put down a gun, pick up a 
book.” She runs a tiny library, 
mainly for children, in a shack 
next to Lawrence Park. 

“I came here with a local 
friend several years ago and no- 
ticed that a lot of kids weren’t 
going to school. 1 came back 
with four boxes of books and 
have built it up since. 

“Music and sports have tra- 
ditionally been the only way 
people gel out of here. With 
books, you can prepare people 
and make some real changes.” 

Beside her, her Rastafarian 
helper, Devon “Ziggy" Bedford, 
plucked on a battered black 
wood acoustic guitar on which, 
he insisted. Bob Marley, his 
friend an neighbour, wrote one 
of his mast famous songs: “No 
Woman, No Cry". 


» * * 






Carter calls for peace and toleration on election day 


Farmer US President Timmy 
Carter arrived in Jamaica on 
riesday to head a 60-member 
njssion to. monitor today’s 
funeral elections. 

* • Mr Carter said he hopes to 
3 <*t the Prime Minister, PJ Pat- 


terson. the opposition leader, 
Edward Seaga. and the Na- 
tional Democratic Movement 
president, Bruce Golding, to 
sign an accord affirming 
non-violence and political 
tolerance. 


The elections have been 
plagued by problems with the 
list of voters, Jamaica is using 
untried technology to com- 
puter-match fingerprints to 
prepare a clean list. Some 
4,000 people have claimed 


they are not among the 1 2 mil- 
lion registered voters. 

The People’s National Party 
and the Jamaica Labor Party 
boih put up a full slate of 60 
candidates for parliament. 

— Reuters, Kingston 
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A Present for Yourself 

i 

WIN the new Swatch Dect Telephone 
and a luxury break at 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 



tart the New Year refreshed 
nd invigorated by indulging 
oirself with the Ideal present 
>r your home and yourself. At 
|)ienk>w Grange Health Farm 
lere is a wide range of 
"eacmeras such as manicures, 
KiaJs and reftexofogy - the ideal 
raf to overcome the indulgence 
njl stress of Christmas. This 
adage is worth £1.400. 

Vfe are also offering the new 
igtaJ cordless phone from 
vetch - ' The Dect. The 
el sphone is able make and 
B t eive cate up to 50 metres 
•cm the base ration indoors or 
Op metres if you are outside, 
tewing complete mobility with 
ryscaJ dear .sound. Six handsets 
ai operate from .a single base 
ebon. You can also reach 
one one else in the house with 
exceptional -feature of free 
itpmaf cate which can be made 
when another external call 
i active oh the same fine. 



. .£« ^ K* D* ^ 


To enter this competition 
simply dial the number below. 
answer the following question 
on line and leave your name and 
full address: 

Q: What is the name of the 
new Swatch Telephone? 

Call 0930 525227 

For further information: 

Henlow Grange: 01462 81 Ml I 
(gift vouchers avoifobte) 

Swatch: 0800 192192 



informative: 


With effect from 5 January 1 996 the following interest 
rates wtO apply: 


Premier Cheque Account 


Overdraft Rate 


From To 

*hp.a. %EAR %p.a. %EAR 


AgwxJ overdraft fer 

balances up to £10.000 lO.QO'fc 10.4% 10.25% 10.7% 


Mortgage 


All loan amounts 


rrom 

7.95%p.a. 


To 

8 .20?t>p a. 


O 

£ 

mmm 

% 


Equity Release Loan 


If a mortgage is held with First Direct or no other 
mortgage is outstanding on your property 

From To 

Afl loan amounts r.95%p.a. 3.20%p a. 

If a mortgage is hekJ which is not with First Direct 
AH loan amounts 9.95%p.a. I0 20%p.a. 

First Dvbcj is a division of Midland Sank pic Ui-n-fvr HSBC 06 Cm 


GIVE HIM WHAT 
HE WANTS «w 



Spin up fas Christmas will ihe 
preseri ha realty wonts - and 
needs - a Corby Trouser Press. 

It makes both giver and receiver 

took good. 

Only Corby boast a wide choke of 
models, a free 5 year guarantee 

and a unique system lo ensure 

perfect creases every time. 

Prices start from just £80 - 
they redly, ready do. 


CIOIRIBIY 


TROUSER PRESS 


Creating ihf riijhl impression 


ttUBS-SBBlE ^BfflWJS-BKroaHK 
BWEEQFHKH JDHKlflf5MHfiSIP 

MBBEOS -POW3HOUS SHUSH TOWS,' 

SSI PUS HOUR? HOD S0351 


The Time Showroom 

Sale is Now On 


Come to the Time Computers' Sale at your local 
Time showroom and voull get the best value for 
money m the land. 

We make all our PCS in the UK 

tt’e design and mafe all the PCs we sell including 
i.ur award winning Colossus and Omega brands. 

We manulacUire m Britain, employing over 700 
siatt. and can incorporate the latest PC technology 
to give you better specifications at lower prices 

We cut out the middleman 

We sell to you direct because, with no 
middleman 'i means lower prices for you. Our own 
Showroom stall who specialise only in PC sy stems 
sent you directly and can give you better advice to 
enable v :« to select the rtght system 

Try before you buy 

Vim; .our local Showroom and rate a closer loot: 
at lbs cjualitv and performance Ot our sy stems. 
JVf-up i-ur Pl Bi/.-er s Cuide and speak to our 
sta;: a no will gi.c sound specialist advice in 
largon -free r lain English, when you ask tor it 

We get you started 

Our PCs are prc-cti nhgured and reach tor me 
with f«k aded software Simply plug in and switch 
on Our unique •*) minute video trainer and user 
guide covers all aspects ol normal PC usage and 
can be more useful tnan 3 visit Irom a h-.stte 
mrrjcK.r as y.-.u can watch ii and team from u at 
you: yun pace at times convenient to you. 

10 years of service and support 

Our service is also direct and we have been 
ser. in 5 customers for over 10 years Who eise can 
provide the best service Uii the people who 
designed arid built tour PC Each Showroom has 
trainc-d technicians, and a Service Centre in 
addition to direct hotline suppon to your home. 

Money back guarantee 

Buy uith confidence with complete peace or 
mmd We believe our products, -services and prices 
represent the test value in the UK. If you are nor 
happy f r whatever reason, you can return your PC 
to us within M days for a full rehind excluding 
deliver, cosis 


200M-2 Christmas Solution 


Take home today from showroom 

£ 1299 


• X0V-: *150«5 0** pc W»h 
SkiMjj 4 $ijfc Mh nwdem and 
Ze i iKuMn *48 

■ 15 ween ciaraoe 

• E.«t c*o-.3ie 

• i lai r«r.« 

ia aoirtaf i 


200M Home+ 



266-2 

intimate PC 
MDWWb 
SO) POTV»I*»«o«. 
<IC)*t 1 

vemfttn-r^ao ir 

nmnras 



puithxn>Q 


pbwok. m« cwiua ac w 



• Intel Penflum' 200 ifr 0 
Ptixesswuiufi UMV“ 
tetfrotogy 

• JCUrRAM 

• 4 ivra AT A Irani iki 

OS&vcica-'bxmjdm 

• Speed MAX C-BflOM 

• StuvaupiabfcenM 

• «ut>SiS&iapr*= 

• m-,«cpcraii5'| 

SVCW citiui screen 

• ?LT9T.Si(MerATX 
FUcotwrtjoard 

■ IBU ■ joU speecn 
iwagwco 

20OM-2 Hone* __ 

Brer tnrr model raow mm 2Z3& moflti bKM only ■;) 

CiC© -VAt . [- 1256 * As 90 ow!WT-m>M»*i |M 

RAM terti ISM EjBEMX P fOOO DKOS&Oi «t)i ISA Rt 

Toam riogr wa soihtars namng ) jisncs arc 

rSBE fwfw spec Dual canroge Epson J ® cw prater 

HdCv tom 4JI 


PC-2 Models with TV and Teletext 


• VWepRwnB Teoev& 

• Massive cdinarB nurns* 
mCJuttng U*nt 
SnurjSu®3T 

■ Free FVmtw csen 

inusm u’rflf ii fD 


936 


Ptc 

.80 


£1099 


233-2 ^ 

TV Home* /m®. 

FiLWl 


1189 


AstBOUntUw 
Im Kom Inal 
C33WC PaHum 
ptocesso. AWb 
ATI DVD 3D 

grajm ana PC-TV syawn Tsiewu & n-so csrm 
IrdudR-. UTM ^yrwan. as MOU at} FREE Epscr Stpweoi 


ppy*nnrfl 


£1397 


PiS VAT 

’.OB' 



Tm® Showrooms wtthin 
As QipersKtfas ot 



AytoHmr 

HodscEod i 

rwicqiOM 

i^cwcndltoi 1 

CamnwRicdPc* 

P»>r^=aiii, • 

Uh; 

rUOMMI>=f 

!■_ _ tlnrriiTw, 

numuiBucM 

B««vRindlre» 

HuftncsrHio' 

Basldoa 

Us.tEMll'Bli’B, 

AnaaBcoa 

hnwtcti 

Ssfeioyi (i«ai P*. 


Bracfcmen 

Smwrui isw 
tom**. 

Th, Pt-.l :«l 

Kfrttortoq 

Brentwood 

•1 1.njia,- 

Lomdoo 

hBipmT'i’wi 

SCUMS’ 

Bristol 

LCarcto Sad 

northan^atOB 

r JCM C&zttol, 

Norwich 

Cambridoo 

Tha 6*biilrrtM<nc. 

eisaonr, Tc-r, 
SwCf Sice 



eaimncfc 


■>oej iwii Cea* 

Stall# 



FtfiyAoiC. 

CJrUB«tecMF»>' 

Sotawfl 

SaniwuPtA 

Carfffll 


Npomfefc.- 

Atacpan) 

lutvqnesiits 

CUppeatmii 

fca* 

Raw fa» 

SflLKSVLM 

SIMoap 

KOP-rjCtafl 

ComuUry 

lW»P«n_ 


Uaw r.M .m 

•UPf, rtaCT leud 

State 

E^sgwihfiflo 

RaoF®. etuj 

HwnnBIVcl 
Pa» Row Rom 

Swindon 

Cuatr&tiaia/ 

tmax, 

»ii Mauv 

Tlw*iv^> 

rom Pan. 

TjumarufUl 









CUOftouxiLn 

_ 

T? : r$. 

JE- .# 
a v* 1 



3E5H8HI 



OHMttMry cfMPis coon 


+*» - ' -oi^saior. 


2S3BM-2 TV Hem* 

Hgna pMom a** m oaf Crt* CUSS »vat ■ Spa: 

is »0U boob 0U »«h W»fc RAH toUW Hard (Wi. Otttt 

IBM MHC Pfl£33 tnmsa MM* T«mntOe» a«>PC.Tii 
s,U«n aam TefeSBU S «Bso aiporo tnaudw «©a spawao 

«agpg.Sjarr>aa Bja tiigha W«e EaSCP A30 p«B» 

Home+ Mecfia's' Models 

Tha«i mo*il5 ireiuos aiger piwrusn soeal*™ ana ma £i«s 
BuftHe d JankCli. HBscMl iWnxmcce ana rs n«*nolSa bubs 
m a* I» - vat > I u £33 am. 

>wm.^aaii u<s'ttim;ii uiu unmcx wir-o 

3».' >«■ i» V” 

U oar CaqwlMi are iwn WOO campHaM 


Pay Nothing Until Juno 90 
Interest Free Credit 

NO Deposit 
NO Payments 
NO Interest 


fro** mUHon, IW<> 

-(» *aiamm - P^SOXorwo*. 

■mansto miniani|«H» 

jMiffiauanpraKataa<UrAnri>«»<< 

•mi 

F«(K«K=c|MI>Maa 

WirujiKl 

uwmhk u^atc»Miiewa»gyca3<mc«ei’)-n\Er»«wM: f3 

1 '5I» limr.ieirJiamaiorifwr 4**-l wn rt, in tmm. 


Other Tine 
Showrooms 

Blachbm 

Traocn 
c 52‘i PeU Centra 
GJbseow 
3J-:S SauJnehdf 
SlWt 
Hdl 

Fe:err.vray 
INkt ppeii 

Leeds 

Cre/m Pwn 
Pieftii Pert 
.Kea opn) 
HcvrcasSc 
LtsTOimrt. 
Sed QuaitanL 
Ga&wati 
Preston 

TheCapiol C*rtre. 
Lcnvtn Way 

She He'S 

I4ea3cvrf«a« 
Resa Parti 
(Nm ofiWl 

TtBord 

Teferd ahi'wmg 
Centre 
Matter* 
fistin ShOBPBig 
Centre. 

S: •"Jbane Read 



Visit your local Showroom or order direct on 

Freephone 0800 77 W Q7 
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‘I’ve chosen humanity over rationality’ 


During the nine Ion& hard years 
Philip Whitaker spent qualifying 
as a GP he dreamt of becoming a 
writer - and the dream won. Now 
his first novel has been nominated 
for a Whitbread prize. 


“At school, I had always been best ai sci- 
ences and very swotty - as a teenager I 
would read the New Scientist for pleasure. 
I was fascinated by the logical nature of sci- 
ences and how they arc mainly concerned 
with explaining things that are unexplain- 
able. I was due to study Biochemistry at 
University but the summer after leaving 
school 1 had my doubts; 1 didn't want to 
end up io a laboratory looking down mi- 
croscopes all my life. Instead, I decided to 
become a doctor. 

As part of my training at Nottingham I 
made a home follow-up to an elderly man 
who had advanced cancer of the prostate. 
In hospital it was all very medical and pro- 
fessional but the impact of meeting him 
again with his wife was quite profound. The 
visit was intended for students to discov- 
er how disease affects patients' lives, but 
I had an enormous number of feelings go- 
ing round in my brain - especially watch- 
ing the pair of them together trying to cope 
with the idea that he might be dying. They 
lived quite a way outside Nottingham and 
I remember travelling back to the city, 
wrestling with the dile mma of being a vul- 
ture by learning from others' misfortune. 
There was no formed derision but I came 
home and just switched on my computer 
and started writing a story. I don't know 
why, because I'd never done it before, it 
just felt like the thing to do. I didn’t think 
that writing would help. I just had to ex- 
press myself, but afterwards it did feel 
cathartic. For the first time ever, I could 
not understand by using my rational sci- 
entist’s min d. 

The training was interesting but also very 
demoralising I greatly enjoyed my first 
three years of studying the science and all 
the student societies but the workload for 
doctors, and the effect on their lives, is ter- 
rible. After graduating, you have to do a 
minim um of three years in hospital. As a 
House Officer I became chronically tired, 
lost weight and was very til. I had no so- 
cial life and didn't see friends from one end 
of the year to the next. I would work 72 
houreon the trot, sometimes with only two 
or three hours sleep over a whole week- 
end, I remember a patient of mine laugh- 
ing - 1 had sat down at my desk to chase 
test results but kept falling asleep on the 
phone. It was pretty grim and I began to 
think, “I don’t want to do this anymore.” 
I felt completely brain dead. It knocks any 
sense of being a human being out of you. 

I seriously contemplated what else I 
could do -which was disaiucerting and even 
a little frightening. Studying to become a 
doctor took five years and further training 
is another four. I was investing nine years 
of my life. It was a bit late to think you’ve 
had a bum deal! There was a great tension 
- the work is satisfying but the way ft is struc- 
tured puts an intolerable pressure on you 
Asa trainee I didn’t have the medical knowl- 



From GP to novelist: ‘Writing and the arts are important to feed the human spirit while medicine is just concerned 


for the body/ says Philip Whitaker 


Photo: Rui Xavier 


edge to discuss with patients what was go- 
ing to happen with their disease, instead I 
would talk at the more human level about 
whether they were frightened and how 
everything was affecting them. Later, there 
was so much pressure that this style was dif- 
ficult to maintain. I'd become much more 
interested in people than in illness. 

I eventually qulified as a GP, but I had 
a horrible vision of myself sat in a surgery 
in my late forties having never tried a ca- 
reer in writing and being deeply regretfeL 
Although you have to think about income 
and security, they shouldn't overwhelm the 
equation and stop you doing something im- 
portant. Writing is my passion and we only 
have one chance - life is not a rehearsal. 
So I decided to stop working full time. Two 
words re-occur every time anybody de- 
scribes my decision to stop to follow my 
dream of writing fiction: brave or coura- 
geous. In Ka. Minister-speak that means 
they think it is a completely stupid thing 
to do and that I'm nuts, but it felt like 1 
had no choice. 

Fortunately, Lynn (the woman I was co- 
habiting with and later married) was very 
supportive because to start off with I didn't 
make a penny and spent our savings. I de- 
cided to study creative writing at the Uni- 
versity of East Anglia and was casting 


around for something to write a novel about 
when there was a solar eclipse in India. I 
was fascinated by the debate of science ver- 
sus myth and how Indian rationalistswerc 
trying to counter their society's supersti- 
tions about how eclipses bring disastrous 
events. It struck a deep chord with ray con- 
flict between the science in medicine and 
the humanity of people. Although Eclipse 
of the Sun has nothing from my life in it. 
the book is deeply autobiographical! It has 
the two sides of my personality embodied 
in it, the husband is a scientist and the wife 
is spiritual. I set them against each other 
and allow them to tussle it out on the page. 
Neither side wins - although the science 
and rational side comes off slightly worse. 
A bit like my personality, neither part is 
likely to be ascendant over the other but 
exist in a relatively uneasy harmony. 
Science is a tremendously important .part 
of human knowledge but it is not so im- 
portant that it should override the spiri- 
tual aspects. 

If I'd followed my original career as a 
laboratory scientist I would have gone pot- 
ty. In general practice there’s much more 
human interaction alongside the science 
and that’s probably why l went into that 
aspect of medicine. I'm not earning enough 
money to support myself by writing, so I 


work on a locum basis. Although I feet I 
can do some good as a doctor and make 
some difference to my patients' lives, if that 
was ail I did I wouldn’t feel completely sat- 
isfied. Now I'm definitely more of an artist 
than a scientist. I believe that writing and 
the arts are tremendously important to feed 
the human spirit while medicine is just con- 
cerned for the body. If I were to read again 
that first short story I wrote after visiting 
the cancer patient, I would probably think 
it naive yel it spoke powerfully about what 
I was feeling and brought the humanity ot 
that man% experience to the forefront - 
that’s why it was such a transforming mo- 
ment. These days I'm gelling less in touch 
with rationality, which sounds like I'm go- 
ing mad. Bui my education at school and 
university was all science whereas now I see 
that as a small comer of human activity, 
relationships and culture are equally if not 
more important to people's lives. I'm cer- 
tainly a lot happier not spending all my life 
in the scientific world. I'm more in touch 
with my own humanity which years of 
hospital doctoring had squashed flat." 


Philip Whitakers 'Eclipse of the Sun’ is pub- 
lished bv Phoenix House at £16.9$. 


Interview by Andrew G Marshall 


Being a veggie was murder 



As increasing numbers turn 
their backs on meat, former 
animal rights campaigner Tim 
Samuels will be tucking into 
turkey for the first Christmas 
in 10 years. He explains why 
he’s decided to give up 
beanburgers and make the 
switch back to beef - after a 
decade of being vegetarian. 


For the majority of the population, the 
act of buying a cheeseburger at Mc- 
Donald’s is a relatively mundane pro- 
cedure. But after a decade of abstinence 
from meat, making the purchase became 
a near-pornographic experience. 

Standing in the queue warily eyeing 
up the McDonald's menu board, T was 
struck bv a sensation first experienced 
around the mid-1980s when stretching 
for the magazine top shelf in a Man- 
chester corner shop - the rush of adren- 
alin that heralds the triumph of carnal 
urge over poxy principle. The simple 
cheeseburger had been transformed 
into a smutty mag - a metamorphosis 
-abetted by its being served in a brown 
paper bag. 

Buying the burger represented a 
volte-face in my teenage relationship with 
McDonald's- which largely consisted of 
standing outside its restaurants handing 
out leaflets graphically depicting a cow 
upturned in an abattoir, blood gushing 
from its head, under the slogan; “Vfould 
you still cat meat if it looked like this?” 
Back then vegetarianism took on some- 
thing of a quasi-religious status. Rtcts 
about the meat industry, detailed in the 
glossy literature issued by animal rights' 
groups, carried the reverence of absolute 
truths. My vegetarianism acquired an 
evangelical zeal after being adopted as 
a -youth spokesperson” by the Vege- 
tarian Society, precipitating a series of 
cringing television appearances; the 
most retrospectively traumatic involved 
cooking a broccoli dish alongside Cheryl 
Baker on her Saturday morning kids’ 
show F<*ys h'fihAer (marginally more em- 
barrassing than preparing a veggie burg- 
er. of all things, for an ungracious Tferry 
Christian). Compensation did come. 


however, with the opportunity to inter- 
view the Lord High Priest of Vfegemri-,- 
anism. Monissey (naturally, a “M eat Is-. 
Murder" T-shirt was donned for Aw 

'occasion). . '_r ■■ ■' 

Back to the queue m McDonald s.-- 
Edging closer to the front-still no sign E 
of remorse to make a last-minute k&foR. 
appearance. However, a show of re- 
morse would only really be allowed oa_ 
grounds of nostalgia for axi adolescent/ 
era, when idealism was the main play-* 
er. But major changes in principles baye-. 
taken place since then; idealism has:-, 
been substituted off, scepticism is the ;> 
new star striker in town; It took scep- 
ticism a while to settle in, but once it 
found form it was only a matter of time . 
before vegetarianism was hounded off’ 

the pitch. ; 

“Can I take your order please?” 
Only one obstacle now stood between 
me and my McDonald’s: the scare sto- 
ries. According to such legends, a sud- 
den return to meat-eating prompts a 
violent bodily reaction: instant vomiting. • 
days of diarrhoea - tales luridly deployed 
as the final defence to keep the poten- 
tial defector inside the camp- Those • 
afflicted by such complaints should have 
possessed the foresight to renounce 
their vegetarianism at a McDonald’s. 
Picking a lovingly prepared 7oz sirloin^ 
steak is just asking for trouble, when opt- 
ing for a cheeseburger even keeps open 
the possibility that no meal is going to 
be ingested. The first bite did rekindle 
certain memories amongst the taste-’ 
buds: not from the distant days of care- 
free childhood carruvoiism, but of a 
Veggie Whopper last month at a 
Burger King by King’s Cross station. It 
was something of a disappointment just 
how close the imitation burger bad 
come to emulating the genuine article. 
Maybe a tad saltier, a little rougher io 
chew, but no major reunion with long- 
lost taste sensations. And no vomiting 
or diarrhoea. 

Considering the sacrifice involved m 
maintaining principles, they are enticingly 
cheap to dispose of - 69p in this case. __ 
Having decided to make diet and belief fl 
congruous once again, there was some- ■ 
thing deeply satisfying about sacrifiticg 
ve getarianis m by dining with the devil 
of days gone-by. Ronald McDonald. 
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Tim Samuels, aged 13, with Morrissey, the Lord High Priest of 
Vegetarianism, back in 1989 Photo: Sefton Samuels 
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I want a surprise Christmas present from my husband. Is that unreasonable? 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Fiona’s husband has 
always given her 
sensible Christmas 
presents in the past, 
from a DIY manual to 
a 'new kitchen’ to 
which they had both 
contributed. He now 
says they’re too old for 
presents. But she 
wants just a little 
something, preferably 
smelly, glittery or silly. 
How can she change 
his mind? 


The wail, "I just want something to 
open!” is one that can often be read 
in the bubbles above adults* heads as 
they watch their children open pre- 
sent after present. 

I’m not a great believer- in the 
“inner child”, because generally most 
adults behave irrationally and emot- 
ionally enough for one to wish that 
ibeir inner children were indeed 
“inner”, and not so publicly exposed 
to the outside world. But when it 
comes to Christmas, and in the pres- 
ence of children, most adults do try 
to keep their childish thoughts un- 
expressed - although it doesn't stop 
them thinking them. OK, the eldest 
child did say he'd make something for 
you when he got back to school: your 
husband has already given you the 
book you wanted from Witerstones 
several days ago; and the second- 
eldest has promised she’ll buy you 
something with her Christmas money 
- but often there's often a dearth of 
actual presents on the day. 

If Fiona puts her foot down, she'll 
probably be faced with the unsym- 
pathetic “Blit what do you want?” and 
the production of a couple of fivers 
with the instructions: “Go and buy it 
for yourself." Then she may, like a 
friend of mine, have to suffer the hu- 
miliation of wrapping it up in the 
Christmas paper she bought, and get- 
ting him to sign the label before stick- 
ing it on for herself. 

Having spent many Christmases 
getting presents such as The Oxford 
Book of Engfbh History from my 
then husband, I instructed him to get 
me a surprise. “I want a very silly sur- 
prise, as well,” I ordered. 

Come Christmas Day he was ex- 
tremely apologetic. He said he’d got 
rac a present but it wasn’t at all silly. 


because he just couldn’t think of any- 
thing silly. He said it was rather small 
and grey and he was sure I wouldn't 
like it What could it be? A pocket 
calculator? A pipe-wrench? A pair of 
socks? He went to the flat next door 
to fetch it - and it turned out to be 
a giant, bright green, stuffed hippo- 
potamus. Now that was what I call a 
silly present. \ loved it. 

But if Fiona's husband is not as 
bright as mine was. what is she to do? 
I think she has to enlist the help of a 
third party. This third party must say 
to the husband: “I hear Fiona’s 
deeply upset that you say you’re not 
going to give her a present this year. 
I suggest you give her a surprise.” 
Then she must produce a list of things 
Fiona would like, as well as a few sug- 
gestions of her own - after all. Fiona 
does want a surprise. It could be a 
couple of theatre tickets, scent, a ring 
(which she must help him choose ), a 
trip to Paris in Ihe New ’tear, or a 
teddy bear. For what Fiona's husband 
lacks. I'm sure, is not the willingness 
to give a present, but the imagination 
io know what on earth to give her. 
Everyone loves to give successful pre- 
sents, and when Fiona opens it she 
must go overboard with excitement 
and gratitude. She. in her turn, must 
respond in kind with a surprise pre- 
sent of her own. Cuff-links instead of 
a ring? A T-shirt with the words “This 
T-shirt is worn by the man I love" 
printed on it? A note promising din- 
ner for two at the Connaught? 

This way. both she and he will have 
“something to open." Both their 
inner children will be satisfied - and 
their outer ones as well, oomc to that. 
And the whole family will, hopefully, 
have a very merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year. 


WHAT READERS SAY 


If you love him, accept him 
as he is 


I think you need to look at your 
whole relationship with your hus- 
band Is he miserly about everything 
else? Is he one of those men who 
won't buy shampoo hecause 
washing-up liquid will do just as well? 
Or is he loving, caring and commun- 
icative? If he’s the former, you'll 
never change him and I wonder why 
you're married to him anyway. My 
husband doesn't give me gifts but 
he's definitely in the latter category. 
I have accepted this as enough for 
me. Last Christmas, however. I 
spotted something perfect that he 
really needed, and he was very 
touched. But he hasn't given me any- 
thing. I live in quiet hope, not 
resentment! 

Name withheld 


Maybe he has Asperger’s 
syndrome 

I recently separated from mv hus- 
band of 23 years. He never bought 
me a present I liked, either. Last 


Christmas he gave me a pair of 
Wellington boots. “That’s a fenny 
present,” ray four-year-old daugh- 
ter commented. When my children 
were bom I seemed to be the only 
new mother with no flowers. After 
reading an article in the Independent 
on Sunday on 16 March this year, I 
deduced that he has Asperger's 
syndrome, a mild form of autism. 
The diagnosis has been confirmed 
by his psychiatrist. 

There is no cure, though I under- 
stand some couples have been 
helped with counselling. We tried 
three courses of Relate, but the 
counsellors did not understand what 
the problem was. 

My husband has other strange 
traits and rituals which made life as 
a family very difficult If Fiona's hu.\- 
hand has Asperger's syndrome then 
there is nothing she can do u» 
change him. and I hope for her sake 
that he is just father thoughtless or 
mean. A network of women who are 
or have been married to men with 
Asperger s syndrome is beginning to 


form: the National Autistic Society 
may co-ordinate this. 

Irene M Stratton, Oxford 


Buy your own present 

Take on an additional Christmas 
chore - buy the perfect present for 
yourself, your husband will he re- 
lieved. and you will he guaranteed 
goi ldwill and happiness over the fest- 
ive season. 

Esther Oates, Berwick-on-Tweed 


these special days ruined. 

If you have children, especially 
boys, continue to make every effort 
for them and their father and tell 
them you are hurt wheo they let you 
down. Evetyone should learn that 
there is as much responsibility and 
pleasure in giving as in receiving. 
Anne King, Bristol 


Teach your children to be 
more caring 

L too. have spent many a birthday 

and f’hrivtm-ic k.i ... J 
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and C hristmas heing in turn aston- 
ished. angry, and all inn often Lear- 

fni -ii ii,.. i. i. 


. - Lear- 

ful. at the lack of any gift from ray 
husband. Nothing has had any im- 
pact. and huvini> 


— ■ . -'-i-mig naa any un- 

pact, and having received absolutely 
nothing, not even a card, on my 

nirlhH-n.- 1.«-a , 3 


r. '"’*' cvtn a curd, on my 
birthday last month. I can confidently 

rW? a ° idtmicul «PWience 

mis (. hristmas. I would say this: J 
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. , „, IUIU say inis . j 

have been a lot happier since de- 
eding that I was not going to have 
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I am the guilty husband 

Help! I am the husband on last 
week's page, but you’ve got it wroag. 
It's not that I do not want to buy her 
an interesting or exciting present.it 
is just that 1 can't. 

I am too embarrassed to go aJon^ 
into a lingerie department; I don't 
know what size my wife is for 
clothes; she will never give me the 
slightest hint of what she really 
wants. When I did buy jewellery she 
complained that I bought her an 
identical piece in 1976. Anyway, 
we re now too old to worry about 
these things, aren't we? 

Concerned of Caterham 
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Until nine months ago my husband 
and 1 both smoked. Then I gave up. 
and like ail former smokers, now 
dislike the smell of smoke - us do 
our three children. With winter 
upon us and everyone spending 
more time indoors, l have now 
asked him to try not to smoke in 
the house. Wc have no balconies nr 


garden. Since 1 asked him he's cut 
down to fewer than five cigarettes 
a day, hut I would really prefer that 
he didn't smoke in the house at all. 
He points out that 1 was a smoker 
till recently, and was a smoker when 
we met. My reply is that people 
change, and so do situations. It's a 
health problem and a human one. 


andI w „nJcrw|, l .,h,. r .„h, rrcll d. 

Penny. 
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VHet tunas raums on IJamurv. Let- 

f Z M ' fW ’ ' tnj ™y»ne who 
has a mggewon quoted will be sent 
a bouquet fnrn Intcrflora i 


comments to me at the Features 
Department. The Independent'. 1 
Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
EI4 5DL < fax:0171-293 

*78-), bv Tuesday morning, 36 
December. 

if you have a dilemma of , 
vour own that you *vuld Eke to share, 
please let me know. 
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Habitat man is not quite what you might expect 


[On 5 January Tom Dixon 
[takes over as head of 
[Habitat's design studio. 
jHe may be a young man 
Jin a hurry but, 
•pertinently for Habitat 


I customers, certainly not 


|a young man in a 
[dhurrie. His designs are 
(at the cutting edge but, 
[says Nonfe Nresevxmct, he 
fejtfould like to see them 
■^cutting or edging their 
| way into ordinary houses 
{everywhere. 



The maverick young British de> 
v • signer Tbm Dixon is about to 

. ... become, if not a household 

name, a sort of household godL 
As the man who heads the de- 
u\ Sign team at Habitat, he, along 
... . with their head of design in 
‘ - France, will choose the look 
‘ ' that you see in the high-street 

„V stores and catalogues on both 
, sides of the ChanneL Between 
I ' them they are responsible for 
choosing over 4000 products. 

, ‘ r j It is a smart move from a com- 
iin ' .. Winy reinventing itself for a 
> widdle market in the next mil . 

‘ " n j Iennium — and a challenge for 
; I the 38-year-old furniture and 
" {light designer who has never 

^ held a company job. 

' '' : Flick through any fashion- 

• | able house and garden maga- 
1 | xine and you will spot a Tbm 
! | Dixon design. The slinky “S” 
' chair with cane wrapped around 
I a cobra-strike of metal that the 

- ( Museum of Modern Art in 
J New York has put in its per- 

' j jmanent collection. His spiky 
*- | [ light which looks like a Skyion. 

| The soft-glowing lamp that 
doubles as a stool (he calls (t a 
; Jack because it is ax pronged, 
as in children’s throwing jacks). 

- i | |*pThe reasons the Jack appeals 

“■ * -»ji) univeisalty is because it’s 

\ j mathematically correct. The 

'steUation of a cube - Islamic, 
i [Celtic, the proportions are the 
’same.” It’s typical of this de- 
I [signer to make something so 
I i carefully worked out be so play- 

| jfal . in its 

I {appearance. 

• { Though yon may not guess 

Jit at first glance, there are, in . 
i (Dixon’s story so for, echoes of 

j -William Morris at the turn of 
[this century: a designer with a 
' [mission to offer affordable 
[good design for all, and foiling. 
[Morris filed because his 
! Utopian ideals were far too €H- 
[ tisL Tom Dixon failed through 
[successive attempts to kick- 
, ?start a British manufacturing 
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• A? Dixon has a fot of talent - 


DER 


‘and a lot of passion- formak- 
j ing good design available to all. 


The zeal he has for affordable, 
well designed, everyday things 
is quaintly old fashioned. He 
shares a West London house 
with his partner Claudia and his 
two daughters (it was Tbm who 
pioneered the designer baby as 
the ubiquitous accessory at par- 
ties six years ago). Bare boards, 
white wails, good fireplaces 
and a dozen lime green Eames 
chairs that the children and 
everyone else uses as props for 
.climbing, pushing, shoving and 
larking about furnish the bouse 
- phis a perspex table or two. 

It’s far removed from Habi- 
tat's world, but his choice will be 
popular because he’s so good at 
tapping into mass market needs. 
Early Tbm Dixon pieces some- 
times turn up at auctions, some- 
times made from coal-hole 
covers and industrial offeuts he 
found in skips. *1 earned £15 for 
a kitchen chair on which you sat 
on a frying pan.” 

His first big breakthrough 
was when die Italian manufac- 


turers Cappellini put into 
production the “S” chair 
for which be is now fa- 
mous. He made the orig- 
inal with rubber tube cut 
into strips and run around 
the steel frame - a com- 
mercial disaster. Cap- 
peUini pioneered the rush 
version and it is one of 
Tbia's regrets to this day 
that it is an elitist chair 
costing nearly a thousand 
pounds. Td have found 
a source in the Philippines 
by now to make it less ex- 
pensively.” he says. 

In truth he had diffi- 
culty mainstreaming his 
brilliant designs through- 
out the Eighties. He 
founded Space, which was a de- 
sign company and shop which 
he sold eighteen months ago to 
form Eurolounge, a studio with 
a shop front in All Saints Road 
in Notting H3i. 

He was going io launch the 
first product that he made for 




his new company at a design 
fair in Chelsea, in exchange for 
designing their bar. but he was 
late and they chucked Eu- 
rolounge off the stand. So he 
took the collection to the 
Cologne furniture fair id Janu- 
ary 1 997. where his Jack designs 


sold like hot cakes. 
“Eveiyone else was play- 
ing safe,” says Dixon, 
“that replay of the Fifties 
and Sixties that they call 
the ‘Wallpaper' look.” 
By the end of 1997 he 
had sold over 3.000 Jack 
lights and rented an air- 
craft hangar in Norfolk to 
stock the design. No 
more bubble wrap and 
hand-to-mouth exis- 
tence. Then Habitat 
came along with the of- 
fer he couldn't refuse - 
to be responsible for 
their look. 

From the early Sev- 
enties, when Terence 
Conran founded Habitat 
with an easy going lifestyle of 
chicken bricks and pine flat- 
pack furniture and modern 
Italian lights. Habitat has been 
the comfortable middle in- 
come market. In the Eighties, 
storehouse board wrangles saw 
Conran leaving to begin empire 


building in London with 
restaurants and the Conran 
shops. A young Milanese, Vit- 
torio Radice, turned around 
the Habitat fortunes in the late 
Eighties and was then taken on 
to do the same thing at Self- 
ridges. The group had an un- 
comfortable time in the late 
Eighties as style overcame con- 
tent. You bought a lifestyle 
along with a fully stretched 
power-dressed look. 

As Habitat dressed down, it 
began to done itself in char- 
acterless little ways. My house 
was the source of a Habitat 
shoot with photographer James 
Merrell. When I looked in the 
catalogue, I couldn't find it - 
every house looked the same: 
white walls, beech floored and 
oh-so-anonymously furnished 
by the Habitat style team with 
the ubiquitous dhurrie, blue- 
and- white check throw, pafl full 
of while flowers, and blinds. So 
Tbm Dixon’s arrival will be a 
good thing. 


Dixon’s six-armed Jade it’s a light and you can sit on it, 
and his spikey light - don’t srt on it Andrew Buurman 
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House of the future? Straw, bamboo and cybertronics 
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The building ideas for 
the millennium and 
beyond come from the 
millennium before, says 
Nome Niesewand. Well 
some of them. 


The bard-core hard-hat indus- 
try trade fair is about the last 
place you’d expea to find a hay 
bale billed as a building mate- 
rial of the future. Huffing and 
puffing engineers, builders and 
architects cracked the jokes 
about three little pigs and the 


wolf who blew down their 
bouse to architect Jeremy Till 
perched upon hay bales. But he 
has the last laugh. Islington 
council gave him and his part- 
ner, architect Sarah Wiggles- 
worth, planning permission to 
use hav as an insulation 
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material in their conversion of 
an old industrial building in 
north London. They also built 
an acoustics wall made of sand- 
bags filled with sand and ce- 
ment, bought from a fire 
protection firm. It cuts the 
noise from the railway running 
alongside one wall of the build- 
ing. There's a turf roof - slight- 
ly tilted for drainage - upon 
which strawberries will grow. 
.And a reed bed in the garden 
that cleans up the water natu- 
rally: and a lavatory that doesn't 
flush. Instead, chopped straw, 
unseasoned hardwood sawdust 
and a handful of topsoil will 
keep it sweet smelling. They've 
kept the original gabion walls, 
the same steel cages filled with 
rocks that you sometimes see on 
motorway embankments, to 
stop the cliff falling in on the 
place. 

-"We got the go-ahead on our 
conversion from a building con- 
trol officer at Islington Coun- 
cil: she was a Nigerian and fell 
quite easy about it." says Jere- 
my Till. 

Maybe they are the Suamp- 
ies of architecture. But with 
planning permission to start 
on site with their own house In 
April 1^98. they make a radical 
eco-ehie contribution. Jeremy 
Till defends some of the more 
challenging ideas, such us hay 
as an insulating material, hv 
pointing out that in Canada loss 
adjusters consider it less i if a fire 
risk than normal insulation. 

Another green builder, ar- 
chitect Neil Winder, built his 
house in East Anglia - and u 
neighbouring farm - with rced- 
beds that naturally filter used 
water from the house (“grey wa- 
ter” from sinks, u ashing ma- 
chines and balhs rather than 
lavatories i. Just as the Marsh 


Arabs discovered centuries ago 
- huL as he explains. “When my 
new client is a loss adjuster, I 
must he doing something right” 

D<iing something right - ie 
environmentally friendly and 
cost effective - is the big issue. 
.And architects are asked to be 
the astrologers for the next 
millennium. 

Will they envisage us living 
in bamboo-built houses? Bam- 
boo is fast becoming the staple 
in modern design. Whether 
utilised as building material or 
a source of inspiration, it's the 
world's best renewable resource 
of the future. Bamboo can grow 
more than 47ft in 24 hours. It 
survived the Hiroshima bomb. 
Oliver Wise saw- j| turned into 
a 4<tti-bedroom hotel in 
Ecuador, where they put tem- 
plates over the young shoots to 
make them grow’ in triangles or 
squares. It has lightness, 
strength and suppleness and it’s 
hollow. It can be woven, and has 
tensile strength. It splits straight, 
which is why Thomas Edison 
used a splinter of bamboo as a 
filament for another world first- 
the light bulb in 1892. 

So much for the low-tech: 
now for the hi-tech. Your house 
of the future w ill welcome you 
with open doors if you wear a 
jewellery pin that carries your 
personal transponder. The 
same software makes your 
Switch card work. If you wear 
a jewellery pin that carries your 
personal information diverted 
to a phone and computer cir- 
cuited in your house, lights 
come on as you arrive, the 
doors open, appliances start 
up. Bill Gales of Microsoft al- 
ready has a house on the shores 
uf Lake Washington that is 
wired to a computer console. 
Inhabitants wear an electronic 


pin linked to consoles in each 
room so that houses respond to 
individual needs, from opening 
garage doors to putting on the 
washing machine or the video. 
When anyone in the Gates 
household gets a phone eaU. 
only the phone nearest the per- 
son will ring. Information is 
beamed up on the console 
screen. He caDs it the bouse that 
tracks its occupants. 

Now for the hardware, 
which was easier for the build- 
ing industry to wrap their heads 
around. Chipboard is stronger, 
capable of covering bigger 
spans, with glues between the 
off-cuis instead of synthetic 
resins. A group of architects are 
building the LUopia pavilion ai 
Expo *98 with this wooden chip- 
board. Cement which weathers 
so badly that Richard Rogers 
had to come up with a master- 
plan at the South Bank to put 
all that concrete under a wavy 
glass roof, gets a face-lift with 
carbonation in the manufac- 
turing process so that it weath- 
ers wed. Even better for bridge 
builders - it doesn't drop off 
steel frame structures. Solar 
roof panels - metallic, looking I 
like jade and amber and agate , 
-will make roofs more colour- ! 
ful at the same time as making 
buildings absorb energy through 
every exposed face. What is in- 
teresting about these proposals 
is that they come from a civil en- 
gineering and construction 
base. This isn’t a computer- 
aided design fantasy for the next 
century that projects whizzy 
furniture and smart ideas that 
involve inflation, space launch- 
ing and techno materials we 
haven't even heard of. Growing 
bamboo shoots in geometric 
shapes for the building indus- 
try is weird. 
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South Africa’s future lies in capitalist growth, not Marxist rhetoric 
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Only Mahatma Gandhi's reputation comes 
close, this century, to the towering moral 
stature of Nelson Mandela. And Gandhi’s 
name had the advantage of his death in 
1948, just months after India’s indepen- 
dence. Like Gandhi, Mr Mandela acted as 
a figurehead for a movement of national 
liberation, but then he went on to assume 
responsibility for the political leadership 
of the nation made free. 

In his struggle, his imprisonment and the 
dignity with which he emerged from it, Mr 
Mandela earned our admiration and re- 
spect. In his presidency of the new South 
Africa, he earned our gratitude and awe. 
With his white counterpart, FW de Klerk, 
whose contribution also deserves to be 
remembered, be held together the hand- 
over from minority to majority rule, a 
process which could easily have descended 
into mayhem. 

it is one of the hardest tasks of leader- 
ship, however, to safeguard your legacy 
without stifling your successors. Ensuring 
an orderly transition to an able successor 


may be a scwnd-unJcr lest uf a leader, but 
the skill with which Mr Mandela has han- 
dled it has nevertheless been impressive 
again. Thabo Mbcki has in effect been run- 
ning the country for some lime, si the tran- 
sition will be smooth. This was effectively 
confirmed by the African National Con- 
gress at Mafikeng yesterday. 

But there was cause for alarm in Mr 
Mandela's speech on Tuesday. It was not 
simply the length of it. at fnur-and-a-half 
hours, although that was ominous. Nor was 
it, ultimately, the attack on South Africa's 
free press and the warning of a white con- 
spiracy against the new social order, para- 
noid though they were. In a sense. Mr 
Mandela is right to complain that white 
attitudes have not adjusted to the revolu- 
tion. However unwilling Winnie was to face 
the truth at the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, at least she was there, while 
most of the while defenders and enforcers 
of the apartheid system refused to attend. 
Mr Mandela may even be right that some 
whiles are hell-bent on armed resistance 


and subverting the South African state - 
which, incidentally, has probably the most 
liberal and democratic written constitution 
in the world. 

The echoes of Robert Mugabe’s plaint 
against whiles and a free press sent a shud- 
der down the spine, as our correspondent 
reported yesterday. Bul it would be a 
serious mistake to predict, as some of 
Britain's right-wing pres? did yesterday, that 
South Africa was embarked on an inevitable 
course towards a one-party stale. 

There is a double confusion in this view. 
On the one hand. South Africa is judged 
according to the standards of mature 
western European democracies, when in 
fact it should be seen as a society in tran- 
sition and under great stress. On the oth- 
er. it should hardly shock any European 
that a party leader will rouse hi* own faith- 
ful with a ferocious speech at a tangent to 
public policy. 

One of the biggest problems Europeans 
have with South Africa, as the British did 
with India, is that they think of it as a Euro- 


pean culture that happens to be looted °o 

another continent in another htmusphere. 

In Sou* Africa, noijust the history buteven 
the landscape and toe dimate are Euro- 
pean. But the first prerequisite for under- 
standing South Africa is to remember all 
the time that it is African. It is a big, di- 
verse country, containing sweral strong 
African cultures, which united m toe ANG 

to liberate themselves. 

And toe ANC grew up in exile, m prtso n 
and incommunicado, adhering to a dated 
Marxist theology which remains central to 
its identity. This was toe most worrying 
aspect of Mr Mandela’s speech, reflected 
in its Stalinist length: that so much of it 
was framed in toe context of toe forward 
march of international labour, and other 
such antiquated gibberish- 

If toe new South Africa is to succeed, 

it must throw off this meaningless dogma. 
Mr Mbeki has many good qualities (quite 
properly detailed below in a letter from 
[he poet Adrian Mitchell); bat the one crit- 
icism of him that carries weight is that he 


is too wedded to that insletfcnt revrihi- ./ 
a'onary ideology. TheANtt^crife : 
are right to this extent a successful future 
for South Africa’s blacks rests on ecopoihE 
Mrswi/Hi QC much as on political stabOfiy. This 


U re 


Will not be secured by answeimg way de- 
mand from toe shanty-towns. tt/aepesds ! 
on two thing s: ruthless suppressing d^the ) 
crime wave, combined with airiiifensafi- ; 
cation of toe crusade to educate toegads;; 
population, so that their eoonoou^ct- ■ 
gies.can be released. . - ; “t * y ! 

That means that boto whitesa# [ 


must accept things tneyao not waruioac- , 

cept Whites have to accept toattoeir well- ;■ 

maintained public services will deteriorate:.?, 
roads will become crowded and pot- “ 
holed, clean and spacious airports will no 
longer be swept every half hour: But blacks 
have to come to terms with the fact that 
toe ANC will not provide mDk and hon- 
ey for all. The frustrations of toe masaof 
the population cannot be apposed . by • 
Marxist jargon: they have lobe channelled 
into capitalist growth. 
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Mbeki no bogeyman 


Sir It is hard for anyone to suc- 
ceed President Nelson Man- 
dela. Although once vilified 
by most of the South African 
press, be is now, as Mary Braid 
points out in her article ( 17 De- 
cember) “warm, saintly and 
charismatic” as well as a “lov- 
able demi-god”. 

What a contrast to his heir 
apparent. Thabo Mbeki. Ms 
Braid obviously could not 
arrange an interview with him 
- “a man we do not know”, “a 
mysterious matehstick man” 
whose “politics are largely un- 
known” and whose “private 
life is a complete mystery”. 

But in quoting rumours 
about “the diminutive Mr Mbe- 
ki. always beautifully turned 
out but oh so dull to listen to” 
she cites various unsubstantiated 
charges of Machiavellian be- 
haviour and tags him with words 
like “bogeyman”, “plotting”, 
“hostility” and “persecutor”. 

I met Thabo at anti- 
apartheid meetings in London 
when he was a young law stu- 
dent. He used to come home 
and cal with my wife and me 
and play with our children. He 
was one of the sweetest men I 
ever met - intelligent, articulate, 
funny, compassionate and an 
imaginative lover of the arts. 

Now he is about to take on 
one of the hardest, most com- 
plex aud important jobs in toe 
world. Already he is being de- 
monised We should judge him 
by his actions, not by poisonous 
rumours. For the love of South 
Africa, let’s give him and his 
great country all the help we can. 
ADRIAN MITCHELL 
London NW5 
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True freedom of speech is ' 
only possible when granted to 
all -r rich people, poor people, 
politicians and soap makers. If 
toe TUC can place political ad- ' 
vertising on TV, I will rejoice to 
see true freedom of speech in 
this surprisingly repressive 
country. 

JUSTIN KEERY 
London WC2 
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Nuclear future 


Sin In setting legally binding 
emissions targets, the Kyoto 
Protocol achieved wbat could 
be described as “mission im- 
possible". Reconciling the long- 
standing differences between 
toe US, toe EU and Japan is 
nothing compared with the 
challenge ahead as govern- 
ments wrestle with the question, 
of how to deliver the reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions. 

The nuclear industry can pro- 
vide part of the answer. In 1996 
UK nuclear power stations saved 
the emission of around 70 mil- 
lion tonnes of CCTor toe equiv- 
alent of about one third of the 
emissions burn Britain's road ve- 
hicles. Nuclear energy deserves 
support and encouragement in 
mitigating climate change. 


Improvements in nuclear 
productivity since 1990 - to- 
gether with the switch from coal 
to gas - have greatly assisted in 
reducing the electricity sec- 
tor's carbon dioxide emissions. 
This has enabled toe UK to be 
among toe handful of countries 
on target to achieve their vol- 
untary Rio commitment. 

Id Europe, nuclear energy 
accounts for approximately one 
third of the electricity demand, 
saving the emission of 700 mil- 
lion tonnes of carbon dioxide 
- equivalent to removing all of 
Europe’s private cars from the 
roads. 

Further reductions in green- 
house gas emissions will re- 


quire considerable effort and 
posibty far-reaching changes. In 
toe energy sector that means the 
promotion of energy efficiency 
through domestic savings and 
support and encouragement for 
nuclear power and renewables. 
JOHN ROBB 
Chairman 
British Energy 
London SW1 


Sin The Prime Minister's an- 
nouncement of extended coal 
supply arrangements after 31 
March 1998 raises more ques- 
tions than it answers (“Genera- 
tors deal gives pits six-month stay 
of execution”, 1 1 December). 

The three-month extension 
to 30 June 1998 has caused un- 
certainty among many miners. 
I am receiving numerous in- 
quiries from men who are very 
worried that this jeopardises 
their entitlement to enhanced 
redundancy payments worth 
up to £27,000. Salaried em- 
ployees might have expected 
considerably more. 

The fear is that this short ex- 
tension to June will result sim- 
ply m a delay in the declaration 
of redundancies until after toe 
date when entitlement to en- 
hanced severance pay has 
lapsed. When toe coal industry 
was privatised in 1994, previ- 
ously discretionary redundan- 
cy terms in the industry became 
toe subject of a formal contract. 
This is due to expire at the end 
of March 1998, simultaneous- 


ly with toe coal supply contracts. 

As things arc. the extension 
of the miners’ employment 
could mean that they earn sub- 
stantially less than they will lose 
by forfeiting the entitlement to 
appropriate compensation for 
the loss of their jobs. 

KEN COATES MEP 
(Nottinghamshire North and 
Chesterfield, Lab) 

Mansfield, Nottinghamshire 


Police complaints 


Sir. You report ( 15 December) 
Home Office figures on police 
complaints that are in our view 
misleading. 

The total complaints 
(36,000) include toe majority 
which are resolved informally, 
withdrawn or cannot be inves- 
tigated due to lack of co-op- 
eration from complainants. 
The discipline figures that you 
quoted omit most of the action 
taken during the year. 

Our figures present a dif- 
ferent picture. In toe year end- 
ing in March. 5.005 cases were 


fully investigated. These re- 
sulted in 235 formal disciplinary 
charges and in addition 1,018 
officers received warnings or 
admonishments. 

Thus on average one in four 
cases of complaint led to dis- 
ciplinary action, as opposed to 
the one in 40U you report. I 
would dispute the Metropoli- 
tan Police figures being lower 
than the national average. Last 
year 957 cases led to 329 for- 
mal or informal disciplinary ac- 
tions, a ratio of three to one. 

Your leading article ( 16 De- 
cember) draws conclusions from 
the misleading figures. Howev- 
er, I do most strongly agree with 
you that officers who are rude or 
threaten members of the public 
do untold damage. In our latest 
annual report the Police Com- 
plaints Authority warned toe 
police service aboulthis problem, 
which can turn natural support- 
ers of police into opponents. 
PETER MOORHOUSE 
Chairman 

Police Complaints Authority 
London SW1 


Feeding the bug 


Sir Apparently, there are not 
enough IT skills available to ad- 
dress toe “millennium bug” in 
good time. The response of toe 
European Union is to rush 
into the single currency in 1999. 
This compounds toe demand 
on IT resources, even in non- 
EMU states such as the UK. 

Now our government pro- 
poses to introduce its latest pun- 
ishment of toe prudent, the 
Individual Savings Account, in 
1999. This will create still more 
demands for IT system amend- 
ments on financial services 
providers and on government 
departments. Gordon Brown’s 
Liming of this innovation is 
stupid and irresponsible. 

M J KNIGHT 
Slough, Berkshire 


Dangers in hospital 


Sir Last week the House of 
Commons Puhlic Accounts 
Committee warned that hospi- 


tals were dangerous places for 
patients, staff and visitors be- 
cause of toe low level of com- 
pliance with health and safety 
legislation (report, 13 Decem- 
ber). 

For too long the NHS Ex- 
ecutive has been in ignorance 
of this intolerable situation. 
The level of complacency over 
implementing the 1974 Health 
and Safety at Work Act in hos- 
pitals is breathtaking. 

It is scandalous, that the 
NHS Executive is not ac- 
countable in law for the im- 
plementation of every aspect 
of health and safely legislation 
throughout the NHS. In view 
of the appalling situation ex- 
posed by the Puhlic Accounts 
Committee, it is surely now 
time to identify a member of 
the NHS Executive who 
would become ultimately ac- 
countable for breaches of 
statute. 

Dr JOSEPH L KEARNS 
Occupation Health Committee 
British Medical Association 
London H 'Cl 


Sin I am glad that Louise Jury 
and John Remoul highlighted 
the absurdity of toe ban on 
Christian Aid’s television ad- 
vert. I find TV commercials 
which advocate capitalist con- 
sumerism politically contro- 
versial and unacceptable but I 
put up with it all the time. 
ANDREW PRING 
Bradford, 

West Yorkshire 


Violent bias 


Sin Suzanne Moore (article, 12 
December) takes a dim view, no 
doubt rightly, of posters for The 
Prodigy’s single “Smack My 
Bitch Up" which would appear ) 
to encourage violence against 


tempts to defend this market- ' 
ing ploy on the grounds of it ; 
being just a bit of ironic fun. I 
As for adverts which portray - 
and encourage violence against . 
men (14 November) - well, 
these are “a cheeky giggle" 
and there are not “anything like 
enough of them". . x 

Sexual equality? I just don't* 
get it 

EDWARD CRABTREE 

Leicester 


Gerry and the shoplifters: the scam that went horribly wrong 



Starting today: a brand new 
business story, set in the 
remorseless world of retail 
shopping! 


MILES 

KINGTON 


The Atrium was the name of the 
brand-new gleaming shopping 
mall in town. It didn't call itself 
a mall which was felt to be a bit 
down-market (it called itself The 
Shopping Experience), but that 
it was. an American-type shop- 
ping mall under glass. It was like 
a greenhouse, except that in- 
stead of tomatoes and grapes it 
grew only boutiques and excit- 
ing food shops -yes, thrilling lit- 
tle grectings-card shops, toy 
shops, kitchen shops, candle 
shops, and so on. And that was 
not all. There were also 
shoplifters, and security men. 

The Security men were 


meant to catch toe shoplifters. 

But they didn’t have much 
luck. 

“We’re not catching many 
shoplifters, Gerry,” said Don. 

Don was toe general man- 
ager of Die Atrium. Gerry was 
toe head of security. 

“OK, I grant you that some 
shops have had bad experi- 
ences.” said Gcrrv. “but a lot of 

shops hove a dean bill of health, 
never seen a shoplifter, never 
complained of shoplifting.” 

“Of course they haven't.” 
said Don. “Thai’s because they 
sell cards and candles. Shop- 
lifters don’t nick candles and 
cards. They don’t need to. So 
candle and cards shops arc 
unaffected by shoplifting.” 

“I don’t see why,” said 
Gerry. “Shoplifters gel affected 


by power cuts same as the rest 
of us. and need candles. They' 
have mums and dads same as toe 
rest of us, so they have to send 
birthday cards. I think it’s to our 
credit that no cards or candles 
have been lifted. 0 

“Geny!”said Don. “I want 
toe volume of shoplifting to 
drop! The shopholders are 
breathing down my neck. They 
want to know why your secur- 
ity men aren't nicking more 
shoplifters. So do I." 

“Well, Don. it’s partly 
because my security men walk 
up and down importantly all day 
with their walkie-talkies but 
people deep dow n don’t believe 
they could arrest anyone. They 
need credibility.” 

“Then get them credibOitv!” 

As Gerry walked back from 


the meeting he fell bruised. Bul 
he also fell the germ of an idea. 
If people saw his security 
guards arresting people and 
dragging them off. it would send 
out a message to the shoplifters. 
Maybe, if he laid on a few fake 
shoplifters ... 

And tlut is how Gerry came 
up with the idea of hiring an ac- 
tor to masquerade as a 
shoplifter. This was the scenario. 
Actor runs dramatically along 
the main glass corridor of The 
Atrium, pursued by two security 
men. He bursts out of toe build- 
ing. but tile brave guards bring 
him back. Bully for them, thinks 
the public. This is bad news, 
think (he shoplifters ... 

Back in toe security office, 
men let man go, handshakes all 
round, you were marvellous. 


darling, etc. 

And so it came to pass. 
Gerry hired a half dozen actors 
who: a ) had no work: b) looked 
somewhat villainous, or at least 
hopeless; e) could run quite fast: 
d) were not from the area, so 
would not be recognised as 
out-of-work actors. And he 
coached them in the art of run- 
ning away from his sccurhv 


“ThaL’s ail yi m have n ■ j, - 
Geny told the first actor, whose 
name was Lenny. “Leg it out 
into the street!" Lari my men 
overtake you! Be apprehended 
and come hack looking crest- 
fallen and thoroughly ashamed 
nt yourself! Then you can 
change and go." 

“And how du you want me 
to motivate myself?” v, aid 


Lenny. “Du 1 play ifte art of a 
delinquent with troubled 
background'? As a kid doing it 
or kicks? Am I portraying 
Someone whose economic dis- 
tress has slightly affected his 
x nsc nt reality ■*“ 

Gerry had never cncoun- 
^ atlorsw 'i*h niutivationa! 

pn^knr.N.-Kw.hu, gradual- 
ly £ “’"V 1 ’ 6 ** 1 ,hi- acior that 
hjU ll > do was play toe 

worldly gnnd^ 

In lact Lenny was quite 

“rabb|.!d'.; VS Pr ^ a ™ecd. he 
cklhlsh fr "™ Ihe 

Pre-arranged, two 0 f lhts 


“Stop thief!” behind him. 

What was not pre-arranged 
was that, before the real secu- 
rity men could catch up with toe 
pretended thief, a genuine 
member of toe public should 
heroically leap forward and go 
on the attack. 

Not against Lenny, whom 
be saw as toe victim, but a ge ing 
the two security men. whom he 
managed to disable, while 
Lenny got clean away with toe 
jacket. 

As a PR exercise, it was a 
disaster. 

‘‘As a PR exercise, that was 
a disaster Don told Geny at 
the post-mortem. 


How will Geny bounce back? 
Read tomorrow’s thrilling 
denouement! 
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Sir. John Rentoul (“Now for a V J 
short breakfrom free speech”, 

15 December) criticises the In- 
dependent Television Com- ' 
mission .for banning toe 
Christian Aid advertisement ; 
advocating toe cancellation of ’ 
Third World debt. 

He goes on to say that 
“dearly” it would be wrong for 
toe Trades Union Congress to j 
be allowed to produce an ad- 
vertisement supporting, say, I 
the Liberal Party. Why is this 
so clearly wrong? We are all fa- 
miliar with toe excesses of po- 
litical advertising in toe US, but 
this stems from toe strength of 
freedom of speech enjoyed by . 
Americans, toe same freedom V 
(lauded in John RentouTs ar- 
tide) which makes it possible 
for concerned, people of all 
kinds to pay collectively for a 
TV advertisement stating their 
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women. She is scornful of at- Ifc -j 
temDts to defend this TnarW*»f,< 
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Beware naff values from 
New Labour nannies 



POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

ON FAMILY 
POLICY 


J 

■" : U 


“Family” is a popular word with advertisers. 
Like Afresh" or “natural", ii is one of those 
magic feel-good triggers. But in the mouth 
of a politician the word makes me queasy. So 
when Labour produced a whole section of its 
manifesto entitled “We Will Strengthen 
Family Life", adorned with an appropriate- 
ly cheesy family picture, it looked to me more 
like a threat than a pro mise 

When Tony Blair in his party conference 
speech promised with breathy sincerity that 
all policies would be designed to “strength- 
en our families", quite a number of women 
I happened to be sitting near made sick-bag 
gestures. You don’t have to be that much of 
a feminist to suspect that the agenda behind 
any “family" policy smacks of Kinder, Kuche, 
Kirche. If you think the family has changed 
for the worse, doesn ’t that secretly mean you 
want women back in the home and divorce 
made more difficult? 

So was ail that just empty. Daily Mail- 
pleasing rhetoric? No. A secretive Ministe- 
rial Committee on the Family is hard at work, 
planted, oddly, inside the Horae Office. On 
it sit ministers from Health, Education. 
Social Security, Trade and Industry, the 
Home Office, the Treasury, and the Lord 
Chancellor’s department Does this sound 
ominous? 

The committee will publish a Green 
Paper in the spring. It will tackle some 
lethally dangerous subjects: the enjoyable 
“back-to-basics" fiasco is never far from its 
mind, and the lone parents' benefit debacle 
has been another sharp reminder. There is, 
inevitably, a deep ideological divide on the 
committee: in one corner sit the Christian 
Socialist types (a strong Blair ingredient), rep- 
resented by the lay preacher Paul Boateag. 
In the opposite comer are liberals and fem- 
inists rigfatly suspicious of any tendency to dra- 
goon people back to the Fifties. 

It is still early days and they are tiptoeing 
around the big issues, sucb as haw tax and ben- 
efits impact on families. WHJ they reject the 
moral right's hankering after more financial 
incentives to reward marriage? Then there is 
the question of a possible return to joint tax- 
ation for couples. But so far these explosive 
financial matters remain “parked", as yet not 
reached on the committee’s long agenda. 

The bold reform would be to abolish the 
bizarrely un targeted Married Couples Al- 
lowance, saving the Treasury a juicy £2.5bn. 
But would they dare to make such an “anti- 
family" gesture? The money could be used 
instead for some of the other ideas the Com- 
mittee is considering - including a new 
national network of parenting support, which 
would be expensive. 

Compulsory counselling for some families 
is already on the way. From July, the Crime 
and Disorder Bill will let courts impose Par- 
enting Orders on parents of convicted child- 


ren, sending them on compulsory courses to 
be run by voluntary organisations. But the 
committee afco wants to create a national net- 
work of counselling groups for parents of all 
kinds who feel they need help. Its research 
suggests a “huge unmet need". 

There is certainly a need for many more 
National Newpin and Home Start schemes, 
offering help to depressed mothers on the 
verge of having their children taken into care. 
But the committee’s ambitions spread far 
wider than thaL There is, it thinks, a crisis of 
confidence among parents of all classes, 
especially where both parents are at work and 
filled with angst about their children. Pare a t- 
line, a charity financed by the Department 
of Health and lottery money, is so inundat- 
ed with requests for help that it is cautious 
about advertising its telephone number too 
widely. There is virtually nowhere parents of 
difficult teenagers can get help. 

The committee is treading cautiously 
here, aware of the howl of “nanny state" 
accusations that will go up when they 
announce it. You can write the script for the 
Spectator and Daily Telegraph - “Now the bossy 
state wants to teU us how to be parents!" “A 
new army of state busybodies to invade the 
bedroom and the nursery!" But early pre- 
vention of problems would pay off. 

For those who despise the very word “coun- 
selling”, the committee's attempts to im- 
prove adult relationships and prevent divorce 
will no doubt also be mocked. It wants to of- 
fer pre-man taJ counselling for couples who 
many in registry offices, of the kind that priests 
offer those marrying in church. Here the 
ridicule factor may become insurmountable. 
Imagine the ribald cartoons of dry old regis- 
trars giving young couples marital advice. Far 
more useful would be proper funding for Re- 
late (now chaired by Jack Straw’s brother), so 
that people can get help as soon as they run 
into trouble. There are six-month waiting lists 
in some areas, which isn't much use in a cri- 
sis - and the calls have shot up since the re- 
cent. painfully intense television documentaries 
showing couples being counselled. 

Where are these battalions of new high- 
quality counsellors to come from? Pilot 
schemes are testing the new compulsory In- 
formation Sessions for divorcing couples, to 
be introduced in 1999. but they are having 
trouble finding enough counsellors of the right 
quality. Good counselling, even bv volunteers, 
costs money, each Relate counsellor costs 
£5,000 to train over two-and-a-half years. 
However, that is only a part of the problem. 
The committee is still asking itself the more 
fundamental question; how far should the 
state go in encouraging a huge new swathe 
of counselling services to families? 

So far, the committee members are still 
pondering soft topics. More ideologically 
fraught issues are yet to come, such as 
domestic violence and teenage pregnancy. 
(Will they dare put a nurse and a family plan- 
ning clinic within reach of every school, for 
instance?) They are still discussing w bat to 
do about the Social Chapter's parental leave 
requirement Will they offer more than the 
minimum three months? Weakly, employers 
will only be exhorted to create more family- 
friendly flexible working hours, with a new 
Queen's Award for Family Friendly companies 
- but no compulsion. 

One insider worries about how to present 
all this family stuff without looking naff A worse 
problem wil be how to appease both ihe Chris- 
tians and the liberals. Can the word “family"' 
be made to please both the Daily Mail and The 
Independent ? There will be trade-offs, but in 
the end the tone struck by this committee's fi- 
nal deliberations will be deeply revealing 
about this Government's true ideology. 


Help! Is it really a whole week to go? 
I’m not sure I can stand any more ... 



dr. vv-h 
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Another week? Whaddya 
mean ii*s not for another 
week? I feel as if I've already 
lived through a dozen Christ- 
mases in the past few days. I’ve 
done the multi-course season- 
al lunch with 17 people eating 
goose and remarking bow 
much more rewarding it is 
than turkey. I’ve already had 
the paper hats and squeaker 
thingies (crackers are now ap- 
parently mandatory at any 
meal in December that in- 
volves children) and the sea- 
sonal jokes about Michael 
Hutchence and Louise Wood- 
ward. I have flirted with the 
furthest extremes of uncon- 
sciousness by pouring Cor- 
voisier over any and every 
pudding (except creme brul&e). 
I have shopped and. further- 
more. I have dropped. I've put 
in the hours at Accessorize and 
The Pier and Body Shop and 
Toys “R” Us and Peter Jones 
and Harvey Nichols, until 1 can 
stand no more sightings of 
Teletubbies Custard, vanilla- 
flavoured (“perfect for teen- 
agers") lip gloss, cunningly 
wrought metal candle-hold- 
ers. plastic money purses con- 
taining goldfish in water. 
Marilyn Monroe Barbie dolls. 
TV remote control holsters 
shaped like snoozing pussycats, 
pepper grinders shaped like 
claret bottles, plum-puddiug- 
and-holly-sprig earrings, and 
silk blouses made of something 
that isn't silk. (These new 
words you have to learn - I'd 
just got my tongue round 
"ecru”. I'd come to terms with 
asking for "devore”. But w hat 
on earth is “cupro"?) 

Out in the London streets, 
it has been like a dream of 
Christmas Past. J took an hour 
last Saturday struggling home 
up the road from the local gar- 
den centre, bent double under 
an eight-foot Nordic Spruce like 
one of Ring Wcneeslas's more 


put-upou gatherers of winter 
fu-uu-el. LasL night I sat in my 
Executive Oulhouse/Gardeo 
Shed, uying to write with frozen 
fingers encased in Bob Cratchil 
mittens, waiting for the cough- 
ing wall-heater to do its stuff, 
and muttering “God bless us alL 
every one” through rattling 
teeth. This morning, inching the 
car through the horizontal sleet, 
f noticed, on the left, one 
frozen waif with tragic dog 
companion, propped against 
the wall in a cardboard sleep- 
ing-bag, then, on the right, one 
of those self-consciously archaic 
Edwardian vans steaming by on 
spindly bicycle wheels, adver- 
tising (1 think) a screen-print- 
ing process, while in front 
Tower Bridge loomed up 
through the relentlessly falling 
white stuff, and I thought, my 
God, I’ve driven straight into an 
Atkinson Grimshaw painting. 
On the bridge, the traffic grunt- 
ed and sighed as it tried to 
circumvent an awkwardly 
parked Corporation of London 
lorry, from which two chaps in 
overallshad descended in order 
to scatter tiny amounts of sand 
and grit under the feet of 
passers-by. as though dis- 
paiehed to feed some very 
small sparrows. You have uev- 
er seen epic pathos before. 
You arc looking at it now. 

And I've done the parties. 
I've done the Christmas book 
launches (ludicrously crowd- 
ed). Ihe style magazine, no- 
body-gets-out-of-here-'til-4am 
Christmas parlies (ludicrous- 
ly violent ). I’ve done the office 
party in the Greenwich pub, 
where you try to interest the 
new work-experience girl in a 
half-remembered dance step 
(the Frug? the Shag? the Age- 
ing Sexual Deviant?) and arc 
unkindly captured on Polaroid 
cameras by ihe ireacherous 
houris of the fashion depart- 
ment. I'd done the kind of 
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party which starts well - you 
pop along to a fashionable 
restaurant off Regent Street, 
for a longjsh but civQised lunch 
with friends and perhaps a 
single glass of amusing 
chardonnay - but ends badly, 
with a tray-load of vodka mar- 
tinis at the Atlantic Bar and a 
sudden inexplicable inability to 
utter coherent sentences any 
more, because someone has 
damped your mouth with poly- 
styrene and emptied the con- 
tents of a Victorian bolster 
between the cracks ... 

I can't lake another week of 
this, 1 shall be a frozen alcoholic 
or a terminal curmudgeon if it 
goes on any longer. Is it loo late 
to fly to the Maldives, like the 
heads of British water com- 


panies seem to do about this 
lime of year? 

If you were thinking of flying off 
to sunnier climates, there is 
something you should know. 
Judging by some punishingly 
exhaustive research, 1 can reveal 
a paradigm shift in the capac- 
ity of the Islamic world to enjoy 
itself. My colleague Simon 
Calder, the wand'ring minstrel 
of the Travel section, presses 
into my hand a useful supple- 
ment from Travel Weekly mag- 
azine, detailing all the sybaritic 
wonders on offer in the Busi- 
ness Class of various world air- 
lines. Scanning this catalogue of 
airborne hedonism, all the 
offers of free champagne, free 
chauffeurs, free hot towels, 
free stationery, free amenity 
packs, free headphones, free 
horsd'oeunes chauds, free arm- 
rest telephones, reading mate- 
rials, use of ir-fligbt Internet, 
free wool cabin wear and free 
oral sex from Fiona and/or 
Jeremy (only kidding), your 
eye falls naturally on the airlines 
servicing Islamic countries. 
Memories of a frighteningly 
sober trip to Kuwait in the mid- 
Eighties come flooding back. 

But what is this? Airlines 
that used to be as dty as an 
Ayatollah's sense of humour 
have bad a rethink. “Free bar 
service with champagne and 
choice of at least four wines" is 
reassuringly, indeed insistent- 
ly, offered by Emirates Air. 
Over at Pakistan International, 
they promise “free drinks” 
without specifying further. At 
Qatar Airways, they proudly 


announce, “Qatar Airways is no 
longer a dry airline and offers 
a superb choice of champagnes 
and wines from around the 
world", while Royal Brunei 
Airlines has a sneaky com- 
promise - they won’t serve 
alcohol, but you can drink your 
duty-free stuff and “the crew 
will happily provide ice and 
mixers”. Only Saudi Arabian 
Airlines keeps the faith, 
promising “a special fruit cock- 
tail" (yunHwe ), tea and coffee, 
but no alcohol. So now you 
know. Book that flight to 
Brunei now. 

The drink issue is, I hear, 
taking on a sudden importance 
in the Arab world, because, by 
a disastrous lunar caprice, the 
beginning of this year’s Ra- 
madan is likely to fall on New 
Year's Eve. Nobody can be 
certain, since the beginning of 
the holy month is decided when 
two men verify their indepen- 
dent sightings of the new moon 
in front of a tribunal of seven 
religious judges. (Telescopes 
are frowned on as un-Islamic). 
Since Muslims are forbidden to 
drink, eat or have sex from sun- 
ns e until well after sunset dur- 
ing the days of Ramadan, the 
coincidence of dates would, 
some think, put a considerable 
damper on any East-meets- 
West New Year frolics. And 
that's why, I hear, Arab hote- 
liers from Cairo to Abu Dhabi 
are currently frying to per- 
suade the Muslim divines that 
another dale - ooh, say Janu- 
ary 2 - would be far more ap- 
propriate ... But however you 
spend »l Merry Christmas. 


Conservatism of the left - the siren voice that stifles change 



DAVID 

AAR.ONOVITCH 
RESISTING THE 
BLAIR PROJECT 


This is a tale of two friends and a radio 
broadcast Let us call first my old chum 
Otto. Over lunch yesterday. Orto and 
I reminisced over old times, caught up 
on mutual old flames - married, preg- 
nant, lesbian and dying - and told each 
other secrets that we would not dream 
of telling our spouses. But, most inti- 
mate of all perhaps, we talked of our 
feelings about the Blair government 
- that great political project of our 
generation. 

Otto was affectionate, but critical. 
He understood what Tony and Gor- 
don were trying to do. but had found 
the single parents stuff a bit disturb- 
ing. In his experience some single 
mums would never get jobs. “Nobody' 
will employ them,” he told me. 
“they're totally unmotivated and they 
can hardly string two words together." 
If only, he went on, there had been 
some practical way of distinguishing 
between those who would work, and 
those for whom benefit might be as 
good as it was going to get. 

So what about the disabled. I 
asked him. By way of answer be told 
me the story of his cousin and his 
cousin's wife. Eight years ago Otto’s 
aunt had died Otto's cousin, the old- 
est son of the family, and the old 
woman’s favourite, had taken it very 
badly- A middle-ranking executive in 
the Post Office, married with two 
daughters of his own, be bad become 
very depressed and couldn't cope. He 
had a nervous breakdown, left work, 
and was duly judged to he disabled 
An educated man. be had not worked 
since the age of 39. living on various 

disability benefits. 

But that was not all. Two years lat- 


er his wife, a nurse, had injured her- 
self while lifting a patient oui of the 
bath. She too was declared to bo dis- 
abled, and. having been hurt while at 
work, qualified for an even higher level 
of payment. So. in this suburban 
household nobody had worked For a 
living or paid taxes for more than half 
a decade. “He should work, be could 
work." said Otto of his cousin, “but 
instead he just mopes.” 

His moping is very expensive. And 
not just his. Forget for a moment all 
the earnest stuff about poverty 
(though, of course, it is real enough). 
Like Mr Rochester in Jane Eyre, near- 
ly all of us in the prosperous middle 


said about the leaked memo to Har- 
riet Harman on possible cuts to dis- 
ability payments. The tone of virtually 
every single interview, or reporter's 
package, has been of undifferentiated, 
prejudged hostility to the idea of 
reviewing h> 'w disability payments arc- 
assessed. A spectacularly one-sided 
report on Tuesday's edition ot Radio 
4's PM ended with an old woman cam- 
paigner weeping ai the very idea lhai 
anyone could consider looking at this 
area of exploding expenditure. Earlier, 
during a debate on the Today pro- 
gramme. another formidable lady was 
allowed to assert - unchallenged by the 
presenter - that « »nly the disabled ihem- 


‘ Nearly all of us have family or friends who live 
on benefits that were not designed for them, 
yet who claim without batting an eyelid' 


classes have mad wives hidden some- 
where in our attics - family members 
or friends who live permanently or 
temporarily on benefits that were not 
originally designed for them, yet who 
Harm without hatting an eyelid. Except 
in our rase it is the artist who gels thou- 
sands in housing benefit, plus the dole, 
but never declares selling a canvas. Or 
the struggling author. Or the single 
parent It is one wav in which slate 
money, originally intended to relieve 
poverty, is haemorrhaging out of the 
system. 

But vou wouldn't believe it. were 
vou to listen to the radio or watch the 
television. In recent days I have been 
absorbing a great deal of whai has been 


selves could decide whether they were 
tit to work i ir not. and that the state's 
role was merely to fork out the cash. 

I have seen this attitude before. It 
is goinl old-fashioned political con- 
servatism at work, this lime of the left. 
The Guardianocracy. though it 
laments the lack of resources for 
health and - nm>t critical ol all - for 
education, resists with outrage any 
change whatsoever in ihe way the wel- 
fare stale (where many of iis sup- 
ported work ) is run. Lim week, after 
my column attacking Labour’s welfare 
rebels. I was rung up by a young 
woman at the liBC and asked l»i repeat 
mv \ iews on telcvisii >n ihai week. They 
couldn't cei am. me else lo argue that 


side of the case, she told me. her voice 
stiff w ith disgust. 

So to dinner. My other friend, Paul, 
is a consultant. Recently he has been 
working, he told me. as a facilitator for 
those in government, for administra- 
tors and for advisers, charged with solv- 
ing the problems of millennial Britain. 
He is sent people from different 
departments and backgrounds who 
have an interest in a specific project, 
and his task is to draw potential 
solutions and strategies out of them. 

He bad been stupendously suc- 
cessful. By using techniques designed 
to discourage participants from hiding 
hehind group loyalties and to help them 
to confront their dilemmas head-on, he 
is seeing a huge amount of innovative 
thinking. His teeth flashing and his large 
hands wiodmilfing. Paul described 
how. in a day and a bit. intractable prob- 
lems could begin to be solved. He was 
taking these leading people in. timid 
and worried, locked in their unneces- 
sary rivalries, and sending them out 
agents of radical change. 

But what world. 1 wondered, was 
he sending them out to? Let us sup- 
pose. for a moment, that he had 
drawn together those responsible for 
coming up with an answer to the prob- 
lem of spiralling disability payments. 
Further suppose that, sham of their 
prejudices and prior judgements, they 
had devised fair methods of better dis- 
tinguishing between those who might 
well work again, and those who gen- 
uinely could not. What chance, in the 
current climate, would their solu- 
tions have of a fair hearing, and of en- 
gendering a proper debate? Judged by 
the past fortnight. I’d say. sod-all. 


Wi 
a be 



At 1 6, Mary ran away from a life of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people like her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hot 
meals, clean clothes and someone to talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down ro Christmas, over 4,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. We're counting 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
please send your £25 today - in time to help us buy 
the bedding, food and clothes we need to bring Mary 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: 

□ £15 □ £25 □ £50 □£250 T other£ 


I enclose a cheque made payable co Crisis. OR debit my: 

(Z1 Visa □ MasterCard O Switch* other 


///////////////// 


Card no. 

+ Last three digits of Switch card no.. 
Expiry date L Signature 


l- J. Switch issue no. L 


* Gifts ol £250 or more are worth almost a third extra co us under Gift Aid 
Name (ops) Mr/Mrs/Ms — 

Address . 


Postcode, 




freephone donation tone 0800 44 88 98 

Crisis, FREEPOST Room 915. London SE21 8BR 
Deoils have been changed to protect identity. 


nave oeen tuanget] to protect laenacy. iuuu j 
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Jeffes 



Jeffes: eclectic and internationalist Photograph: Leon Morris / Redfems 


Simon 


Simon Jeffes, composer: bom 
Crawley, West Sussex 19 
Febf wary 1949 ; ( one son); died 
Taunton, Somerset 10 
December 1997, 


Played repeatedly, the use of a 
specific track on a television 
commercial can destroy any 
enjoyment the casual listener 
might have originally derived 
from the music. The work of the 
Penguin Cafe Orchestra, found- 
ed by Simon Jeffes, was one of 
the few exceptions to that rule. 
Their soothing and enticing 
tracks benefited from being 
heard over and over again and 
contributed greatly to the im- 
pact of the adverts they were 
featured in. 

The beautiful “Music for a 
Found Harmonium" was thus 
wonderfully effective in the 
1987 television campaign which 
followed a few months after the 
launch of the Independent. 
Jeffes’s compositions backed 
the advertisements for Hobnobs 
biscuits, the Eurostar service 
("Pcrpetuum Mobile ") and IBM 
computers; currently. “Tele- 
phone and Rubber Band", with 
its puzzling symphony of 
tones, forms a part of the puz- 
zle of the Mercury One-2-One 
campaign. 

But there was a lot more to 
Simon Jeffes’s talent than back- 
ing tracks for television com- 
mercials. At the helm of the 
Penguin Cafe Orchestra, he 
transcended musical genres and 
broadened the listening per- 
spectives of many people. Yet 
this classically trained musi- 
cian was also a catalyst in some 
of punk’s more unlikely devel- 
opments of Lhe late Seventies. 


Jeffes was bom in Sussex in 
1949. He spent a few years of 
his childhood in Canada before 
returning to England with his 
family and attending school in 
Devon. At the end of the Six- 
ties. he studied classical guitar 
at the Royal Academy with Ju- 
lian Byzantine and Gilbert 
Biberian and occasionally 
played in avant-garde ensembles 
like the Omega Players. 

He was already dabbling in 


experimental composition, but 
his musical outlook complete- 
ly changed within a couple of 
years. In 1972, Jeffes travelled 
to Japan and was much taken 
by the minimalist style of the lo- 
cal players. On his return, he 
went on holiday in the south of 
France and suffered from a 
bout of food poisoning- As 
the story goes, he lay down on 
the beach to rest and a poem 
came to Him as he drifted in 


and out of his daydreaming 
state. “I am the proprietor ol 
the Penguin Cafe. I will tell 
you things at random." was 
what Jeffes had scribbled. The 
idea of the Penguin Cale Or- 
chestra began to germinate in 
his head. 

Further seeds were added 
the following year by a friend 
who gave Jeffes a tape of 
African recordings. Fifteen 
years before Andy Kershaw. 


Charlie Gillen and Paul Simon 
championed the cause of world 
music. Jeffes found himself 
“responding more to an mbira 
player from Zimbabwe than 
to avant-garde figures like 
Stockhausen. 

"1 want to make music for 
people capable of enjoying Wil- 
son Pickett. Beethoven, the 
Rolling Stones, choral music 
from West Africa, Bach. 
Stravinsky. Irish bagpipe music 


and even Abba on the odd 
occasion." he said. 

in the mid-Seventies. Brian 
Eno was formulating his' ambi- 
ent music theories and the Pen- 
guin Cafe Orchestra’s first 
album (simply entitled Music 
from the Penguin Cafe Orches- 
tra ) emerged on Eno’s Obscure 
label in 1976. However, like Eno 
(who went on to greater success 
with David Bowie and U2), 
Jeffes was ahead of his time. 

To supplement his income, 
he supervised early recordings 
by the lOIeis, Joe Stnimmer’s 
pub-rock band before the 
Clash. This brought him to the 
attention of the Sex Pistols 
Svcngali Malcolm McLaren 
who called upon Jeffes to cre- 
ate the siring arrangement for 
Sid Vicious’s cod-punk version 
of “My Why”. Sid swaggering 
down the stairs of the Paris 
Olympia and shooting the im- 
presario Eddie Barclay (the 
owner of the Pistols’ French 
label) was one of the few 
worthy scenes in The Great 
Rock'n'Roll Swindle, the 1978 
film directed by Julien Temple 
which turned out to be the last 
nail in the coffin of the New- 
Wave movement. 

As the punk sell-out con- 
tinued. Jeffes taught Adam and 
the Ants the delights of Burundi 
drumming: the improvement in 
style and content was noticeable 
between the band’s cheesy 
“Young Parisians” and the more 
muscular “Kick", “Zerov” and 
“Dog Eat Dog”. When Adam 
Ant’s backing band departed to 
form the nucleus of Bow Wow 
Wow in 1980, Dave Bar- 
barossa’s tribal drumming and 
Jeffes’s influence as musical 
director were still at the core of 


Lord Wilson of Langside 


Henry Stephen Wilson, 
lawyer and politician: bom 
Glasgow 21 March 1916; called 
to the Scottish Bar 1946; 
Advocate- Depute 1948-51; 
Sheriff Substitute for 
Greenock 1955-56, for 
Glasgow 1956-65; QC 
Scotland 1965; Solicitor 
General for Scotland 1965-67; 
Lord Advocate 1967-70; PC 
1967; created 1969 Baron 
Wilson of Langside; Director, 
Scottish Courts 
Administration 1971-74; 
Sheriff Principal of Glasgow 
and Strathkelvin 1975-77; 
married 1942 Jay Waters 
(died 1996); died Glasgow 23 
November 1997. 


"When you have given yourself 
up for dead ou the beach at 
Anzio as I did, thinking there 
was no hope after I had been 
wounded, you do not succumb 
easily to pressure. If you live 
on borrowed tune it toughens 
you up." And Harry Wilson 
was very tough indeed, physi- 
cally and mentally and in his 
relations with people who he 
thought were not doing what 
he conceived to be the right 
thing. 

At the Perth conference of 
the Scottish Conservative Par- 


ly in 196$, Ted Heath decided 
to set up a committee to con- 
sider Tory proposals for a Scot- 
tish assembly. Devolution had 
become fashionable. The Tory 
high command announced that 
Lord Avo aside, a court of ses- 
sion judge - as a former Lord 
Advocate, Ian Shearer - had 
agreed to serve on the com- 
mittee set up by the Tories on 
the nomination of the formi- 
dable Lord President, the head 
of the Scottish justice system 
Lord Clyde. 

Wilson, who was not at that 
time a member of the House of 
Lords but was Lord Advocate, 
took it upon himself to say 
that this appointment of Avon- 
side was consitutionally unac- 
ceptable. Wilson believed it 
drove a coach and horses 
through the long-standing con- 
vention that judges should not 
meddle in party politics. Fur- 
ther, he took it on himself to 
bring this decision formally to 
the House of Lords. 

Mayhem broke out. Legal 
Edinburgh was entranced by 
his effrontery, the Scottish 
tabloids loved it - and so did the 
Glasgow Herald and the Scots- 
man, even if they showed more 
decorum. After a fortnight 
Lord Avonside resigned. Har- 


ry Wilson had shown that he 
was no respecter of persons if 
he believed that [hey bad act- 
ed wrongly, albeit that he re- 
garded Ian Shearer. Lord 
Avonside, as a very considerable 
lawyer. 

Years later Wilson was to 
display the same relentless ob- 
stinacy in 1978-79 when he op- 
posed the setting up of a 
Scottish assembly. He referred 
to "the influence of the fanat- 
ic Left and the blatant dishon- 
esty of the Labour Party's 
devolution campaign” as the 
main reasons for his decision to 
support the Conservatives at the 
1979 general election, which he 
did, seated between Teddy Tay- 
lor, the then Shadow of State 
Secretary for Scotland, and die 
late Lord Goold, then head of 
the Tory party’s main Scottish 
policymaking body. 

His action immediately pav 
duced a scornful response from 
the Labour Parly. “Who is Lord 
Wilson of Langside?" de- 
manded Mrs Helen Liddell, 
now Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury, then Secretary of the 
Scottish Labour Party, when 
told of his decision. In a refer- 
ence to Wilson’s chairmanship 
of the “Scotland Says No" cam- 
paign in the devolution refer- 


endum of 1979. Liddell added. 
“He seems to have been 
keeping bad company of late.” 

The point about Wilson is 
that he would judge everything 
on the basis of what he saw as 
its merits, and after .Anzio he 
couldn't give a proverbial damn 
what company he kept. 

Henry Stephen Wilson was 
the second of the four children 
of James Wilson. Solicitor Scot- 
land for the Old London. Mid- 
land and Scottish Railway 
Company. He went to school al 
one of the most rigorous sec- 
ondary schools in Britain, the 
High School of Glasgow, with 
its tradition of Latin. Greek and 
mathematics. 

His studies were just com- 
pleted at Glasgow University's 
Law School when the Second 
World War broke out, and he 
volunteered as a private. He met 
another private who h3d also 
volunteered, the son of an Ayr- 
shire railwayman by the Dame 
of Willie Ross; the friends were 
commissioned at the same time 
into the Highland Light In- 
fantry. More than a quarter of 
a century later it was Willie Ross 
who made the outwardly sur- 
prising choice of Wilson as So- 
licitor General for Scotland, and 
it was he who persuaded Harold 


Wilson to make his army friend 
the first Lord Advocate to sit in 
the House of Lords since the 
1707 Act of Union. 

On leaving the Army. Wilson 
was called to the Scottish Bar 
in 1946. In 1948 he got his 
first loot un lhe ladder becom- 
ing Advocate Depute at the 
Crown Office until 1 9? I when 
he left the practice ol' the 
Bar. specialising in employers' 
liability. 

This was a reo immenda- 
u'on for the Dumfriesshire Con- 
stituency Labour Party to 
choose him a 1 * 1 heir candidate 
in 195U tit was an unwinnable 
seal) and for the West Edin- 
burgh Labour Party, which was 
not a hopeless seat, to choose 
him in l f » 5 1 . Out of loyalty lo 
the parly, knowing that there 
was again no chance of beating 
the popular Conservative min- 
ister Niall McPherson in Dum- 
friesshire in 1 955. he agreed to 
be the token standard-bearer. 

Assuming that politics had 
passed him by. he accepted the 
post of Sheriff in Greenock and 
then for a decade in Glasgow. 
He was genuinely astonished 
when his old friend Willie Ross, 
a man of incorruptible judg- 
ment. asked him to be Solicitor 
General on Lord Stott’s going 


to the bench. Wilson was pro- 
moted and became Lord Ad- 
vocate in 1967. Created a life 
peer in March 1%9. Wilson 
made his maiden speech to the 
Lords on his old subject of ex- 
pertise. employers’ liability, on 
1 May 1969. 

His pawky- sense of humour 
went down well and was incap- 
sulaied in his maiden speech. “I 
can think of three reasons for 
supporting the Employers’ Li- 
ability Bill. Fust, because of the 
advances and developments in 
the fields of law. known in 
England as tort and in Scotland 
as reparation, have emerged 
from notable decisions of your 
Lordships’ House in Scottish 
appeals." 

Because Wilson was a friend 
of mine and was going to make 
his maiden speech I was present 
and saw the twinkle in his eye: 

There was. of course, the classic case 
of the decomposed snail which float- 
ed out from the dark, opaque glass 
bottle of ginger beer where it bad 
been lurking unseen. This incident all 
started simply enough of a peaceful 
summer’s night in the Scottish town 
of Paisley, when a simple Scottish 
housewife sought a modest refresh- 
ment in a little cafe, and ended in 
your Lordships’ house as a historic 
landmark in the law reports, us 
Donoghue v Stevenson. 

History does noi relate whether 


hits like “Go Wild in the 
Country” and “I Want Canojr. 

By the mid-Eighties, tire 
Ptnguin Caf£ Orchestra had re- 
leased two more albums {Pen- 
guin Cafe Orchestra in 1981 
and Broadcasting From Home , 
featuring the original recording 
of “Music for a Found Harmo- 
nium", in 1984) and evolved 
from a loose ensemble to a fol- 
ly fledged outfit featuring mu- 
sicians such as the violinist 
Geoffrey Richardson, former- 
ly of the progressive rock out- 
fit Caravan. Jeffes’s lovely 
compositions ran the whole 
gamut from pastoral to whim- 
sical via minim al and he wasn l 
averse to designing his own in- 
struments to obtain the sound 
he wanted (indeed, he con- 
ceived the electric Aeolian harp 
with the help of Richardson and 
Mike Lesser). 

In concert, with the often ex- 
tended line-up of the orchestra 
stretching across the stage, the 
breadth and variety of styles was 
a wonder to behold and listen 
to. In 1987, Melvyn Bragg de- 
voted an edition of The South 
Bank Show to the Penguin Cafe 
Orchestra and the Signs of Life 
album drew many plaudits (the 
Sunday Times critic Robert San- 
dall described it as sounding 
“roughly like a string quartet let- 
ting its hair down at some mys- 
terious located barn dance of 
the future"). 

The following year, Jeffes's 
classical training stood him in 
good stead when he wrote full 
orchestral arrangements to 
eight of his compositions which 
the Royal Ballet used to stage 
Still Life at the Penguin Cafe. 
Choreographed by David Bint- 
ley. the" production proved a 


this circumstance mitigated the dis- 
tress which had been caused to Mis 
Donoghuc by her experience, but it 
may well be that it did. particularly- 
since al lhe end of the day. thanks 
to the wisdom of your lordships, she 
won her case. 

Wilson was regarded as a 
learned and heavyweight lawyer 
with a light touch. It was per-_ 
haps typical of rectitude that he 
refused - as his predecessor in 
the Attlee government. Lord 
Wheatley, had done - to profit 
from the opportunity of personal 
patronage that by tradition had 
accompanied the post of Lord 
Advocate. Wilson, like Wheat- 
ley. declined to appoint himself 
to the bench. His decision in- 
duced Dr Dickson M abort, then 
Minister of Slate at the Scottish 
Office, to tell him that he must 
be out of his mind. Sure enough 
the Conservatives, infuriated by 
what he had done to Lord Avon- 
side, did not make him a judge. 
However he was appointed the 
first director of the Scottish 
Courts Administration, and 
then in 1975 he became Sher- 
iff Principal of Glasgow and 
Strathkelvin, lhe busies! local 
Sheriff Court in Britain and ac- 
tually a more influential post 
than that of most judges. 

Harry Wilson was the first to 
conduct a serious argument 


peat success and farther ,e5| 
banced Jeffes’s status in the art 
world- The Penguin Gate Or- 
chestra grew in popfrlaritW 
around Europe and the Jjjgg 
live album' (recorded at jJie 
Festival HaU in London) 
ironically called When Jh 1 
Jeffcsthcn.weaitJ 
some of his unusual roots, and 
worked with Ryuichi Sakamo- 
to and Baaba Maal. The 1993, 
album Union Call saw him draft 





in the violinist Nigel Kennedy^ Ij*' —fit froi” 


with Kathryn Tickell on- the* 
Northumbrian smaflpip®,.® 
jokey reworkings-crf sorne-tras 
ditional American mdocfies.qa! : 
Discover America.' 

Having re-recorded some* 
of his favourite trades on Con- 
cert Program (1 995),. Jeffes 
moved to Somerset. With his 
partner Helen Liebmsuvhet; 
built a dcw studio and began 
working on Dew material. Etch 
when he realised a year ago thap 
he had a brain tumour, and 
when his speech and sight were, 
affected, he carried on devel-J 
oping new ideas. Preludes, Airi- 
arid Yodels — A Penguin Cafe 
Primer, a fine collection re^ 
leased last year, put thePenguin, 
Cafe Orchestra’s pervasive 
fluence on ambient, new age, * 
and trip-hop into perspective.’ 
With the Orb’s Alex Patterson." 
at (he mi-ring desk, “Muse for 
a Found Harmonium" became 
the trippy “Pandahannonium" 
while; in the dextrous hands of 
the Irish folk musician Patrick 
Street, the same track took oa 
a completely different flavour. 

Simon Jeffes. that most 
internationalist and'edectic of 
English composers, liked it just. 
that way. 

- Pierre Perrone 
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Wilson: heavyweight with 
a light touch 


that the Shrieval Bench should 
be a preparation for becoming 
a judge of the Court of Session, 
which, until recently, drew all its 
members from the Faculty of. 
Advocates. My last contact with 
him was some months ago when 
he expressed the greatest gloom 
about relations between Scot- 
land and England following’ 
the referendum result. He won- 
dered sadly where an English 
backlash would lead 

- Tam DatyeB 







Rates 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 

DEATHS 

TOP LEY: Grittl Heater (Gillat. On Iti 
December, peacefully, at her daugh- 
ter's borne, after a short illness, aged 
93. Wife of the late Bryan, mother 
of Ann and Keith, grandmother 
of Robert, Jonathan. Jamie. William 
anil the late Tom. and great- 
grandmother of Matthew. Helen. 
Emma. Joseph. Georgia, James and 
Lucy. Information as to funeral 
arrangements from R & H Barker 

(funeral Director;!, DidcoL Tele- 
phone 01235 510033. 

Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 

MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services. In Memoriam) should be 
sent In writing Co the Gazette Editor. 
The Independent; I Canada Square, 
Canary Whart London EM 5DL, tele- 
phoned to 0(71-293 2012 (answering ma- 
chine 0(71-293 20U) or foxed to 0(71-293 
2010, and are c harg ed at C6250 a line 
(VaT extra). OTHER Gazette an- 
nouncements (notices, functions. 
Forthcoming marriages. Marriages) 
must be submitted in writing (or 
foxed) end are charged at £10 a line, 
VAT e x t ra . They should be accompa- 
nied by a daytime telephone number. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

ThcOukeof York aiicrxls the Year of the 
Sea (an; r Finale Cunx-n rn aid of (he King 
Gixnp.'\ Fund for Sailors al lhe Queen 
Elizabeth HalL London SEI. Princess 
Margaret attends a performance of Cin- 
dered* ty the Adventure? in Motion Pic- 
tures Company, in aid of the Dancers' 
Thru, at the Piccadilly Theatre. London 
Wl. 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavaliy Mounted Rcgb 
meol mounts the Queen'* Life Guard al 
Horse Guards, I lam. 


Birthdays 

Mr Harold Best MP. 58; Field Mar- 
shal Lord BramalL Lord-Lieutenant 
of Greater London, 74; Miss Frances 
Crook. Director, Howard League for 
Penal Reform. 45; Mr Jules Dassin, 
film director, 85; Lt-Cdr Ian Fraser 
VC. 77; Mr Christopher Fry. play- 
wright, 90; Pamela. Lady Harlech, 
journalist and producer. 63; Pro- 
fessor Michael Harrison, Vice- 
Chancellor. Wolverhampton Uni- 
versity, 56; Miss Rosemary Leach, ac- 
tress. 62: Mr Romeo Lc Blanc, 
Governor-General of Canada, 70; 
Lord Lofrhouse of Pontefract, former 
MP 7i Lord MacLean, a Senator of 
the College of Justice in Scotland. 59; 
Lord Merlyn-Rees. former Home 
Secretary, 77; Mr Muhammad AJi. 
boxer. 54; Mr John Mott, former 
chairman. William Sindafl. 71 ; Mr Al- 
bert Pacey. Director-General, Na- 
u'ooal Criminal Intelligence Service, 
59; Miss Annette Page, ballerina, 65; 
Dr Joyce Reynolds, historian, 79; Mr 
Keith Richards, guitarist with the 
Rolling Stones. 54; Lord Robe ns of 
Woldi ogham, former Coal Board 
and Vickers chairman. 87; The Earl 
of Shrewsbury, former joini Deputy 
Chairman. Britannia Building Soci- 
ety. 45; Mr Steven Spielberg, film 
producer and director, 50; Sir 
Christopher Stuart-White, High 
Court judge. 64; Mr Joe Wade, for- 
mer trade union leader. 7S; The Right 
Rev Roy Williamson. Bishop of 
Southwark, 65. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Ludolf Backbuysen. painter, 
1631: Charles Wesley, hymn-writer. 
1707; Joseph Grimaldi, down, 1779; 
Said (Hector Hugh Munro), shon- 
story writer, 1870; Paul Klee, abstract 
painter. 1S79; Dame Gladys Coop- 
er., actress. 1888; Cuthben Orde, 
painter. 18S& Betty Grable. actress, 
1916. Deaths: Robert NameuiL en- 
graver. 1678: Antonio Stradivari, vi- 



olin maker, 1 737; Dorothy Leigh Say- 
ers, detective srory writer. 1957; Ben 
Havers, writer of farces, 1980; Mar- 
guerite Yourccnar, historical novel- 
ist. 1987; Sam WmamaJcer (Samuel 
Whtenmakerj, actor, director and 
producer. 1993. On this day: the 
Scots were defeated at Lhe BauJc of 
Clifton Moor, 1 745; under the 13tb 
Amendment, slavery was abolished 
in the United States. 1865: the 
French newspaper Le Monde was is- 
sued for the first time, 1944; after dis- 
cussion in the House of Lords, the 
death penalty for murder was final- 
ly abolished in Britain, 1969. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Flannan. St Ga- 
tian. Saints Rufus and Zosimus. St 
Sam than and St Wine bald. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Mari Griffith. 
Alexander Sturgis. Colin Wiggins. 
“Christmas Round Robin". 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Deirdre Robson. "Paris Exhibition 
Pieces', 230pm. 

Tate Gallery: Michael Rickets, 
“Painting and Complexity: negotiat- 
ing Cobban", 1pm. 

British Museum: Lorna Oakes, 
“Amelia Edwards: 1,000 miles up the 
Nfle”. I.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Rohan 
McCullough, “Hyenas in Petticoats; 
Maty Wolblonecraft and Maty Shel- 
ley", 1.10pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
HalL London ECI: The Right Rev 
Richard Halloway. “’Was the Trojan 
Hone Gay?", 5 JOpm. 


Receptions 

HM Government 

Mrs Margaret Beckett MP, President 

of the Board of Trade, was the host 

at a reception held yesterday at 

Lancaster House, London SW1, in 

recognition of the services of export 

promoters. 


LAW REPORT : is D ecember. 1997 

Reasons for court-martial’s decision were necessary 


Where, following a 
serviceman's plea of guilty 
before a court-martial to an 
offence of wounding, there 
had been a dispute of fact 
before sentence was passed 
which involved conflicting 
expert medical evidence, the 
court-martial should have 
given reasons for its decision 
not to accept the evidence 
put forward for the defence. 

Regina v Mimstrv of Defence, e* 
parte Murray: Queen 4 Bench 
Divisional Court Herd Bingham. 
Lord Chief [ustice. and Mr Justice 
Hooper; 6 December 


The Divisional Court quashed 
the decision of a District 
Court-Martial sentencing Col- 
in James Murray to six months' 
imprisonment. 10 be reduced lo 
the ranJcs. and to be dismissed 
from Her Majesty's service. 

The applicant, ihen a 
sergeant in 1 Royal School of 
Military Engineering Regi- 
ment, was a man of good char- 
acter with an exemplary service 
record. He had pleaded guilty 
to a civil offence contrary lo 
section 7tt of the Army Act 
1955. namely wounding con- 


trary to section 2f> of the Of- 
fences Against the Person Act 
1861. Following his plea there 
was a dispute of fact which had 
to be decided before sentenc- 
ing. The offence had been 
committed when lhe applicant 
had bitten the nose of anoth- 
er non-commissioned officer 
in a night-club in Nairobi. 

.After his plea the applicani 
had sought Lo show on lhe bal- 
ance of probabilities that he 
had committed the offence 
wholly or partly because of the 
effect on him of the anti- 
malarial drug mefloquine. Ex- 
pert medical witnesses were 
called by both sides, and after 
two days of evidence I he court 
resolved the question of fact 
against the applicanL hul gave 
no reasons for ils decision. 
Clare Montgivncry QC and Richard 
Wvnnahl (RcJfcm and Stipant. 
Chatham) for the applicant: James 
Eddie I Treasury Soticirnrl fur the 
respondent. 

Mr justice Hooper said that 
the sentence of dismissal from 
the service, obligatory if a sen- 
tence of imprisonment rather 
than of detention was passed. 


prevented the applicant from 
completing 12 years' service 
with lhe considerable financial 
hcnefiLs which would have re- 
sulted from ihai. The loss to 
him had been put at over 
L'llNUHHI. 

The sentence had subse- 
quently been confirmed hv the 
confirming officer and iwn pe- 
titions for review had been re- 
jected. No reasons had ever 
been given, notwithstanding 
that del ailed submissions had 

been made on the applicant's 
behalf. Under [he legislation 
then in force there was no riglu 
10 seek leave lo appeal against 
sentence lo (he Courts- Martial 
Appeal Court. The only rem- 
edy available to the applicant 
was judicial review. 

It was accepted 1 m hehaltof 

the applicant lhai ihere was no 
general duly (ogive reasons. U 
was nol disputed thui lhe ab- 
sence of a ley isla live pnn Kit in 
requiring reasons was nm a 
hrm indicator that reasons 
need not be given. It was suh- 
mmed ihat.in the light of (he 
authorities, the inleresis 0 f 
justice and in particular the 
r, gltt of an accused persi.n i, , 



acter of the decision making 
body was judicial, it made final 
determinations of righis and 
1 ’hi iga lions, and it was st aff ed 
by cducaled and informed per- 
sons assisted by a legally qual- 
ities! Judge Advocate who 
retired with lhe court when the 
sunience was being consid- 
ered; because the determina- 
! l,,n t,f ,hc court might result 
m loss,,! liberty and'meansof 
hvehhoi.d: because (he public 
had a ri S hl i" know [he basis 
on which u sentence was im- 
posed: because, unless rea- 
sons were provided, (he value 
"[ J n " h ; 10 have an effective 
review ul ihe. sentence was ef- 
fectively reduced: and because 
. , wcre 0,1 countervailing 

considerations. 5 

. Jh^ppliam had relied , w 

^ for ih e Home Depan- 
uni. exp Ihsodv [19941 l AC 


-i 4 5 aiflgtry 1 j 1 

Applying the prinrip 
be found in those autho 
fairness required that i 
present case reasons s 
have been given both as 1 
the court had reached th< 
elusion that there was no 1 
connection between the 
cant's actions and the n 
quine which he had takei 

why it had decided t 
sentence of imprisonmei 
required rather than 
lesser sentence which \ 
not have had the same 
consequences for the app 

It should not be thi 
that failure to give re 
would normally result i 
quashing of a post-conv 
determination of fat 
sentence or (he review 
sentence. Judicial reviei 
unlikely to succeed, for ( 

pie, where the reasons 
easily discernible albei 
expressed, or where no 
conclusion than the 
reached was realist 
possible. 

- Kate O'Hanlon, Bai 
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Ex-InterCity chief 
makes £l5m from 
Angel Trains sale 


$ 


John Prideaux, a former 
senior British Rail 
executive, is to emerge 
with a £l5m profit from 
the sale of Angel Train 
Contracts, the third of 
the privatised rolling 
stock companies to go 
under the hammer. 

But as Chris Godsmarfc, 
Business Correspondent 
reports, the 
government’s review of 
rail regulation could hail 
the end of the rail leasing 
gravy train. 


generated ht^e windfalls from its 
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Royal Bank of Scotland won a 
i m- 1 ^doseiy fought auction battle for 
•» jpt ’ ^ Angel yesterday, unveiling a 
£3 95m deal to buy GRS, Angel’s 
parent company. The bank said 
it oouldpay a farther £13m to cov- 
er contracts to build new trains. 

The bulk of the cash wiD be 
shared by Mr Pndeauxs private 
consultancy company, Prideaux 
& Associates, Nomura and Bab- 
cock & Brown, a California- 
based leasing consultancy. 

Mr Prideaux, the outspoken 
former bead of the Intercity 
empire who was ousted horn his 
post in 1993 after damaging in- 
ternal rows, wSl personally make 
£l5m from the deal. TWo busi- 
ness associates, including Allen 
Thomas, a director of the Pen- 
!na personnel group, will share a 
further £7m out of the 5.5 per 
cent stake in GRS owned by 
Prideaux and Associates. 

Noimura will make £334m. 
the bulk of the profits, from the 
sale through its 84_5 per cent 
stake in the company. Babcock 
& Brawn wffl emerge with £40m 
from its 10 per cent stake. 

; The deal is die latest triumph ' 
for the Japanese bank which has 




the acquisition of Angel in Janu- 
ary last year Nomura has snapped 
up everything from the Ministry 
of Defence's housing qtvtr to 
4,000 Inntrepreneur pubs. 

Nomura originally paid 
£696m to the Government for 
GRS, but used the leasing con- 
tracts as security to refinance its 
borrowings. The move meant al- 
most all of yesterday' s cash price 
represented profit for the three 
investors, though Nomura re- 
fused to reveal bow much, if any- 
thing, they had paid for their 
shareholdings. Mr Prideaux is 
thought to have been given his 
stake as a payment for a year's 
consultancy work. 

Apart from the cash price. 
Royal Bank will take over more 
than £60Qm of the securitised 
loans, putting a £Ibn price tag 
on Angel's assets. The compa- 
ny, which leases 3,700 carriages 
and locomotives to 18 of the 25 
train operating groups, made 
pre-tax profits of £75m in the 
year to March. 

Previous winners from sale of 
rolling stock companies indude 
Sandy Anderson, managing di- 
rector of Porterbrook, who 
emerged with £36m last year 
when Stagecoach bought the 
company for £&25m. In Febru- 
ary dirartois of the Evershoh 
rolling stock company shared in 
a £50m cash bonanza with their 
City venture capital backers. 

Allegations that the compa- 
nies were sold off too cheaply by 
the last Government are being 
investigated by the National Au- 
dit Office. Royal Bank said the 
issue was a matter for Nomura, 
though the Japanese group had 
taken a "substantial risk" when 
it bought into the company. 

The government last night de- 
clined to comment on the wind- 
falls. "Details of Mr Prideaux' s 


remuneration are a matter for 
him and the new purchasers," 
said a spokeswoman for the 
Department of Tbanspon. 

But the Department con- 
firmed that it was looking at the 
profits generated by rolling stock 
leasing contracts. The govern- 
ment's review of rail regulation 
has been widened to examine the 
three rolling stock companies. 

The spokeswoman contin- 
ued: "The Government’s re- 
view of railway regulation 
indudes the rolling stock leasing 
companies and is exploring ways 
of ensuring the market works 
more to foe benefit of passengers 
in future." 

Rail experts were surprised at 
the price paid by Royal Bank, 
which is believed to have outbid 
its arch rival, the Bank of Scot- 
land, and a joint venture in- 
cluding NatWest. Another 
looming threat to leasing prof- 
its would come if the government 
changed the franchising regime 
when the first contracts expire 
in around five years' time. 

Mr Prideaux’s long term role 
at Angel was unclear last night 
It emerged that he would lose his 
job as Angel chairman in the new 
year when Royal Bank took 
control. Iain Robertson, who led 
the deal for the Edinburgh- 
based banking group, said he 
“respected" the knowledge Mr 
Prideaux, who could not be con- 
tacted yesterday, had accumu- 
lated and hoped he would 
remain at the group. However 
the Bank said it would be ap- 
pointing Ian Houston, one of its 
own executives to run AngeL 

Mr Robertson said Royal 
Bank would not see similar 
windfalls from its purchase. 
"WiU be there for the long term. 
There’s no one in this bank 
who has managed to make any- 
thing like that** 

Outlook, page 25 



Thumbs up for the launch: Jim Spowart, managing director of Standard Life Bank (right), and Jim Stretton, chief executive of the UK operations of 
Standard Life Insurance, announcing that the direct banking service will begin on 5 January next year Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 

Standard Life launches telephone banking arm 


Standard Life, Europe’s 
largest mutual insurer, 
yesterday launched a 
new bank and offered 
Interest rates which top 
those already offered by 
supermarkets such as 
Tesco and Sainsbury. As 
Andrew Verity reports, the 
company has already 
received calls at the 
rate of 100 an hour. 


Jim Spowart, managing director 
of the new Standard Life Bank, 
yesterday appealed to customers 


not to inquire until the bank goes 
fully live on 5 January, when it 
will offer a telephone-based 
saving account with an interest 
rate of 6.76 per cent 

He said the bank had learned 
from the experience of Ibsco 
and its partner the Royal Bank 
of Scotland, which a year ago 
struggled to cope with a deluge 
of new customers hungry for its 
savings rate of 6.7 per cent 
The bank, which has hired 
70 staff to handle inquiries, is 
counting on receiving roughly 
3,500 calls a day. Mr Spowart 
said all inquires were being 
dealt with but asked customers 
to note the date. 


Standard, previously been 
seen as an ultra-cautious com- 
pany. will now compete with 
telebankers such as Virgin. Di- 
rect Line, Sainsbury, Prudential, 
Scottish Widows and most high 
street banks. 

Jim Stretton, chief executive 
of Standard Life, denied that 
the move into banking was a 
risky diversification. He said: "If 
we do something new, we do it 
because we think it is really im- 
portant. If we bad not done this, 
we would have been missing a 
golden opportunity." 

Mr Spowart said Standard's 
3.5 million customers were be- 
fog paid £1.5bn a year and left 


STOCK MARKETS 


Andersen Consulting calls in arbitrator 
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Andersen Consulting has 
dramatically raised the 
stakes in its long-running 
dispute with Its sister 
organisation Arthur 
Andersen by calling for • 
an arbitrator to resolve 
the row. Roger Trapp 
examines the roots of 
the dispute. 


About 1.000 of the consulting 
business's partners meeting in 
San Francisco unanimously 
backed proposals that could 
lead to the two businesses that 
together make up the world's 
biggest and fastest -growing 
professional sen-ices firm going 
their separate ways. 

A statement issued by An- 
dersen Consuitingyesierday cit- 
ed “serious breaches of contract 
and irreconcilable differences" 
and said that it was seeking a de- 
claration that it be allowed to go 


its own way. Vernon Ellis. Eu- 
ropean managing partner, point- 
ed out that Andeisen Consulting 
had paid “hundreds of millions 
of dollars" to effectively subsidise 
the setting up of a competitor 
and said that he believed it was 
“the best course for both parties" 
if the two firms were left free to 
develop on their own. He said 
that there was no claim for 
compensation. 

Arthur Andersen, which 
sent Jim Wadia, its UK-based, 
newly-appointed global man- 
aging partner, to the meeting 
with a peace offering, was last 
night understood to be sur- 
prised by the development, 
since it is believed that Mr Wa- 
dia's proposal represented a 
substantial shill from its orig- 
inal position and proposed giv- 
ing the unit greater autonomy. 

Mr Wadia said that .Arthur 
Andersen would approach the 
arbitration in "a professional 
manner" and abide by what was 
decided. But he warned other 


accounting firms, including 
those in the Big Six, that what- 
ever happened it would contin- 
ue to prosper. Earlier this week, 
"International Accounting Bul- 
letin", reported that last year’s 
revenues rose 19 per cent to 
$1 1.3bu, and it is expected that 
figures for the current year will 
continue the trend. 

The call for the intervention 
of an arbitrator under the rules 
of the International Chamber 
of Commerce brings to a head 
a row that has been simmering, 
almost since the two business 
units were established in 1989. 
Arthur Andersen claims that 
much of Andersen Consult- 
ing's success has been achieved 
on the back of its name. Bui the 
consulting partners claim that 
- in addition to transferring 
money to their sister organisa- 
tion - they have contributed 
greatly to the management of 
the combined operation. They 
also stress that they have in- 
vested heavih' in their firm's 
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Coats ViyeJIa seeks buyer for 
struggling clothing supplier 


Wace parts ways with chief 
executive and passes dividend 
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More than a thousand jobs 
were put under threat yesterday 
after Coats Viyella. the strug- 
gling textiles group, said it had 
decided to exit one of its main 
clothing businesses. Sir David 
Alliance, the group's chairman, 
also confirmed plans to break 
up the company be has spent 
decades assembling; 

Coats Vtyella is seeking 
buyers for Counterpart, the 
troubled Bhs and Next clothing 
supplier which plunged £Sm 
into the red this year. If it can- 
not find a buyer in the next few 
months seven factories in the 
Midlands and Scotland, which 
together with back office func- 
tions. employ' 1,100 people, will 
have to be closed. 

Coats Viyella is also spiriting 
itself in two in an effort to re- 
verse the decline in its share 
price. Its M&S clothing business, 
the Jaeger and Viyella retail 
chains and its home furnishings 
operation will be spun oft into 
a new quoted company called 


Coats. The remaining Viyella 
group will house its thread and 
precision engineering Jivjsioas. 
There are also plans to create 
a three-way split with a de- 
merger of the engineering busi- 
ness awaiting approval from 
the US tax authorities. 

However the group's shares 
fell 15 jp to 95p a> if warned that 
current year profits would fall up 
£40m short of the £ 174.3m in 
made in iy%. The cost of exil- 
ing Counterpart and reorganis- 
ing its poorly performing 
Berghaus Russian wholesale 
business will also wipe up to 
£45m off the bottom line. 

Analysts believe the group 
could be forced to halve its final 
y ear dividend. Sir David Alliance 
said: "Because of restructuring 
we have lost our way. The change 
of management and the strength 
of sterling played a part- Now it 
is best that the three businesses 
stand on their own feel with 
focused management. 

- Andrew Yates 


Wice. the stricken priming and 
imaging company, w hose shares 
have crashed from 280p to 24p 
in less than two years, an- 
nounced yesterday that Trevor 
Grice, its chief executive, was 
leaving the group and that it 
would not be paying a dividend 
this year. Wace's shares fell 
l.5p to 2p. 

Peier Brown. Wave’s chair- 
man. said the company was 
also reviewing whether it would 
pay dividends on its prefer- 
ence shares. He said that al- 
though there were concerns 
from investors about the 
boards decision ft) review the 
preference dividend, investors 
were relieved that Wace had 
renegotiated its debt with its 
banks. 

Wave angered investors ear- 
lier in the year, when the heav- 
ily borrowed group failed to 
inform them, but subsequently 
had u» 3dmit that it had 
breached its hanking covenants. 
Mr Brown said the company 


had stemmed losses in the US 
and was rapidly reducing debt 
through disposals, including 
the long-awaited sale of Chica- 
go Photo Lab for £800,000. He 
said the company was reposi- 
tioning itself as a leading play- 
er in the digital imaging market. 
"We are one of the few com- 
panies set up to handle this mar- 
ket, which is becoming a global 
industry," he said. 

Analysts said the company 
still bad a lot to prove and that 
the departure of Mr Grice, who 
will continue to act as a consul- 
tant on the group's printing di- 
vision on a three year contract, 
was overdue. 

One analyst said: “The ques- 
tion still remains whether this tin- 
kering is just putting off the evil 
day when the company goes bel- 
ly-up. Wace has to prove it can 
create a long term business. 
This company still has no inter- 
est cover and is making trading 
losses." 

- Sameena Ahmad 


with no choice but to leave it 
with a bank paying little inter- 
est “Some banks would give 
their left arm for that kind of 
deposit activity," he said. 

Of £50Sbn savings in the 
UK, £319bn is left on deposit 
with traditional high-street 
banks. Yet traditional banks pay 
interest to savers of less than 4 
per cent. Expensive branch 
networks, and shareholders’ 
demands for dividends, require 
them to take a much larger cut 
of the money earned when 
they invest deposited cash. “We 
are determined that this new 
bank will offer personal and 
business users highly competi- 


tive interest rates." Mr Spowart 
said. 

He said the high rates were 
far from befog a short-term 
marketing ploy. They were sus- 
tainable because of low costs. 
The group has no expensive 
branch network as its products 
are sold by independent finan- 
cial advisers. Advertising costs 
are low because the bank's 
new money will come mainly 
from payouts to existing cus- 
tomers. 

The bank believes it will gel 
up to £4bn in new accounts by 
the year 2000. It will also begin 
to offer mortgages and personal 
loans by the middle of next year. 


name and would see no need to 
change it should the arbitrator 
back their call to go it alone. 

However, it can be expect- 
ed that over the months that the 
arbitration process is likely to 
lake Arthur Andersen will de- 
fend its rights over such mat- 
ters as the firm name. 

The row came to a head 
during the summer, when 
Robert Grafton, the world- 
wide firm's chairman, had to 
step in as interim chief execu- 
tive after the 2.700 partners 
failed to back either of the 
management's candidates for 
the post. It had been hoped to 
settle the difficulties internal- 
ly by next spring, but this 
week's events mean that the 
Chicago-based firm’s troubles 
are firmly out in the open. 

Mr Ellis emphasised that the 
dispute was “not about money", 
but about the “inequity" of a sit- 
uation where the two parts of 
the firm were increasingly in 
competition. 


Jobless total drops 
but figures offer 
few clues on rates 


Unemployment has 
fallen again, but not too 
fast, earnings growth 
appears stable and the 
pace of pre-Christmas 
shopping has been calm 
so far. The statistical 
snapshot for November 
suggests the economy 
is responding to its 
interest-rate medicine. 
Diane Coyle, Economics 
Editor, asks whether 
another dose will 
be needed. 


Headline unemployment fell bv 
21,100 last month to just over 
1.4 million. The unemploy- 
ment rate, at 5.1 per cent, is now 
the lowest since J9S0. 

This figure measures only 
ihose who can claim unem- 
ployment benefit. But even the 
more reliable survey-based un- 
employment measure shows 
tbe rate at its lowest for more 
than seven years, at 7.1 per cent. 

Yet the two-year decline in 
unemployment has been ac- 
companied by only a modest 
pick-up in pay pressures. Yes- 
terday's figures showed under- 
lying average earnings growth 
remaining stable at 4.25 per 
cent in October. 

Many economists believe 
one clue to whether the Bank 
of England will need to raise in- 
terest rates again is whether 
earnings growth accelerates. 

Adam Cole of James Cape! 
said: “We arc going into Lhe 
January pay round with rising 
headline inflation and settle- 
ments already edging up. We 
are reaching the limits of how 
far unemployment can fall." 

He pointed out that pay in- 
creases in the private sector are 
running at 5 per cent with pub- 
lic sector pay freezes holding 
down overall growth. 

And Andrew Smith, the 
Employment Minister, issued a 
plea for pay restraint. "The 


prize of sustainable growth and 
lower u/iemp^mem depends 
on keeping inflationary pres- 
sures firmly under control," 
he said. 

Other G'ty economists took 
comfort from the clear slow- 
down in the speed - with which 
unemployment is falling. 
November's decline compares 
with an average drop of 32.00U 
during the preceding six 
months. 

Figures for employment also 
indicated that the improve- 
ment in the jobs market is 
starting to case back. Employ- 
ment rose by 80.000 in the 
third quarter, within which 
there was a 20.000 decline in 
manufacturing employment. 

li was the smallest quarter- 
ly increase since early 1 996. The 
number of unfilled vacancies 
fell too. their first decline since 
May. 

Separate figures for retail 
sales last month did little to re- 
solve the debate. 

The volume of goods sold on 
the high street fell by 0.4 per 
cent during the month. This was 
Jess of a drop than earlier sur- 
veys had suggested, leaving 
sales 4.8 per cent higher than 
a year earlier. 

The warm weather cur 
clothing sales by 2.9 per cent in 
November, while sales of 
household goods fell by a 
record 3.7 per cent in the lat- 
est three months. But putting 
special factors aside, foe growth 
rate has dearly stowed from the 
windfall-boosted pace of this 
summer. 

Adding to the uncertainty, 
retail sales account for only one- 
third of consumer spending. 
Areas such as car sales, holi- 
days. meals out and entertain- 
ment are not included. 

This means the figures for 
GDP in the final quarter of this 
year, due after the next meet- 
ing of the Benk's Monetary 
Policy Commii'ec on 8 January, 
will !*e o decisr. - guide to the 
strength vl demand in the 
economy r; u whole. 
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Carpetright: At a glance 

Martcet value: £371 m, share price 459p 


Eurotherm ready 
to grow again 


Two retailers issue 
profits warnings 


Carpetright looks 
decent value 


There's ao doubting Carpetright's success 
sinre Lord Harris's group ftnn* to the mar- 
ket four years ago. But the shares have 
underperformed the market by 34 per cent 
this year and investors may wonder 
whether they should have cashed in when 
Lord Harris sold a chunk of his holding 
in January. 

But with the shares down lOp to 459p 
yesterday - compared to their 64 4p in June 
- the downside looks limited. 

Yesterday’s 16 per cent rise in interim 
profits to £16m was below some forecasts, 
but news on current trading was more en- 
couraging. Though same-store sales in the 
first half were up 4 per cent Lord Harris 
reckons Carpetright has achieved double- 
digit sales increases in the past seven 
weeks. That’s against a LTC carpet market 
that is down over 10 per cent. 


The group claims it only needs 4 per 
cent comparable sales growth each vear 
to achieve its goal of a 30 per cent share 
of the market by the year 2000. That will 
mean expanding the number of Carpet- 
right stores from the current 226 lo 300 
and doubling the number of larger Carpet 
Depot outlets to 150- 

Though sales gains may be hard, the 
shift towards higher-margin mid-price 
raipets is boosting margins. Carpetright 
is also pushing the Crossley carpet range, 
which comes with a free five-year 
guarantee. From a standing start in May, 
these now account for 12 per cent of to- 
tal sales. Carpets by Harris, an io-housc 
brand with a 10-year guarantee, will he 
launched soon. 

On full year forecasts of £4Im the 
shares trade on a forward p/e of just 13 - 
almost no premium to rival Allied Carpets. 
Higher interest rates and the absence of 
windfalls means 1998 may not be the vear 
to hold retail stocks, but Carpetright 
looks decent value: 
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Don't iclf Eumtherm's shareholders, but 
the strong pound could be a blessing in 
disguise. Pre-tax profits down 20 per cent 
this year and a 44 per cent share price 
slump since early 1996 hardly suggest the 
controls maker is thriving. 

But. under pressure from currencies, 
chief executive Claes HuHman has come 
up with new ways of achieving growth. 
There's no fat to cut, so instead he's 
weeded out weak products and intro- 
duced a new range of temperature con- 
trols. In a UK market where orders fell 
hv up to a third. Eurolherm increased 
sales. 

Provided the pound stay’s put. Euro- 
therm looks ready to grow again. To re- 
gain its darling status, however, it needs 
ro hmiM its presence in the US ami Asia. 
A war chest of up to £tnOm could pro- 
vide that, as could a joint venture. 

But unlit the group clinches a deal the 
shares - up 7p to .th3.5p and on a for- 
ward PE ratio of 14 - are no more than 
a hold. 


The weakness of Christmas trading on 
British high streets was underlined yes- 
terday when two retailers issued profits 
warnings. Oasis Stores, the women's fesh- 
ion chain, issued its second warning of the 
vear saying that “in line with many other 
companies in the retail sector” it was find- 
ing current trading difficult and was un- 
likely to meet profit forecasts. 

Oasis shares crashed by 30 per cent to 
130p. This is well below the issue price of 
148p when the company came to the mar- 
ket in 1995. Its first warning came in June 
just two months after some Oasis direc- 
tors had sold shares at an average price 
of 400p. In current trading Oasis's like- 
for-like sales are 6 per cent below those 
of Iasi year. 

Mulberry, the luxury goods group 
which floated on the Alternative Invest- 
ment Market last year, saw its shares fall 
sharply when it said its profits for the year 
to March will Ml “significantly below mar- 
ket expectations”. It blamed difficult 
markers for luxury goods in Europe, the 
economic conditions in the Far East and 


the strength of sterling, whichhasaff^cted 
tourist spending in London. 

Mulberry shares, which .have': per- 
formed dreadfully since their, market 
debut last year, collapsed 20p to 53^p. 
They were priced at 153p on flotation. 

Oasis’s broker Sod£t£ ; G&tdrale 
Strauss Hirnbull has cut is full year profit 
forecast from £15.dm to a range of£I0m- : 




£12m. Nick Bubb. the company’s broker I.'.; , jT [ 
said: “Its been a below par year, but. that ' Ji 'L' 1 


said: “Its been a below par year, but. that 
happens in fashion. They will bounce 
back." 

Oasis was affected earlier in the year 
by buying mistak es. In September it said 
its autumn ranges bad failed to take.off 
because they lacked the racy Spice Girl 
items that were selling well elsewhere. But 
this time the company blamed external 
factors. 

Mr Bubb said consumer confidence 
was fragile and issues such as higher in- 
terest rates and the Government's stance 
on benefit payments were encouraging 
people to be cautious and save more. 

’r Nigel- Cope'. 
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Times are changing and so are we. Welcome 
to Alcatel, the company embracing a new way 
of thinking. You already know us for our leader- 


ship in the worldwide telecoms market. Now, gel 
lo know us as the Hi-Speed Company. Yes. We 


lo know us as the Hi-Speed Company. Yes. We 
provide the Hi-Tech solutions you need to meet the 
challenges of today's fast-paced, information -biased 


society And now we have re -focused our company 
and our thinking to respond better to your needs for 
cutting -edqe and innovative Hr- Speed products and 


cutting-edge ana innovative nr-opeed products and 
value-added services. Take, for example, our many 
recent technological breakthroughs ana commercial 
successes. They're huly end-to-end telecommu- 
nications solutions, from the depths of the ocean to 
the ouler limits of space, linking together cities and 
people all over the world, from serving individual 
needs at home to business demands at work. 

Hi-Speed products have real user benefits, allowing 
for the growth of bandwidth for new applications and 
interactive services which will impact nearly everyone on 
the planet. Whether you or your customers communicate 
by voice, data or image using the Internet, mobile phone, 
satellite or fiber optic networks, yau can expect Alcatel to 
provide you with the highest speed. We make this possible 
using our many Hi-Speed solutions, such as ISDN, ADSL, 
ATM, Frame Relay, SDH/SONET or SkyBridge. But at Alcatel, 
Hi-Speed is not only at the core of all our solutions; it's also the 
essence of our company’s attitude, from our research and 
development right through to our technical support. We're 
becoming a Hi-Speed driven organization with a 
renewed commitment to service. Thanks to our key 
account and project management organizations, we 
shall attend immediately to your needs around the 
clock, wherever you are and whatever your field 
of activity. Being Hi-Speed driven also means 
ensuring o faster rate of return on your investments. 

We can efficiently implement new products 
and services from initial concept to market, 
and quickly pull together the international 
resources required to develop an immediate 
global and operational solution. Our Hr -Speed 
attitude is designed to serve you better 
and keep you ahead. In the UK alone, 

3,000 people are eager to help. To find out how, 
co ntactmalcolm.bulier@abs. alcatel, co.uk 
9 Clifford Street, London W1X 1RB. 

Tel: 44 (0} 771 534 3100 Fax: 44 (0) 771 2872459. 
www.alcatel.com 


Engineering companies 
want single currency 


The majority of engineering companies are in favour of join- 
ing the single European currency, but two-thirds would only 
want to go in at an exchange rate below DM2.65 to the pound 
A survey of 3,500 companies in this heavily export-oriented 
sector organised by the Engineering Employers’ Federation 
and Lloyds Rank found that 58 per cent favoured entry to Emu 
“when economic conditions were appropriate" and 33 percent 
favoured joining “soon after 2002”. Only 8 per cent rejected 
membership. On the other band, only one in 10 bad made, 
any preparations for the start of the single currency. Most 
blamed a lack of government direction for their inaction. 

Graham Mackenzie, the EEFs director general, said’ “We 
are seeing a distinct shift in opinions amongst our member 
companies." Two years ago a fifth bad opposed membership, 
he said Adair Turner, director general of the CBL said: “These 
results underline the CBI’s belief that the clear majority of 
British businesses support the principle of UK entry into Emu." 


Pound hinders Pearson 


Pearson, the media group, yesterday said second-half operat- 
ing profit and sales continued to grow, although the strong pound 
and investment in the Financial Times and Channel 5 TV had 
tempered the advance. Profit in the year to December would 
be about £20m lower than if currency rates had remained un- 
changed Pearson said in a trading statement. The company 
said it would take a “si gnifican t” charge for reorganisation, al- 
though considerably below the £40m charge in 1 996. 

Pearson said it continued to cut costs where it could in 
order to meet chief executive Marjorie Scardino’s stated goal 
of doubling the company’s value by 2002. At the same time 
it is investing in expanding its Financial Times newspaper unit 
and UK TV interests. 


Stagecoach looks to Lisbon 


The bus and rail group Stagecoach is bidding to take over 
train services in the Portuguese capital Lisbon. The company 
has formed a joint venture with one of Portugal's biggest con- 
struction firms, Mota & Ga, to operate the city’s North-South 
Rail Link which is being privatised by the Portuguese gov- 
ernment. Stagecoach already provides bus services in 
Portugal and now operates on 60 routes. 


Vodafone hits five million 


Vfodafone, the telecoms group, has connected Its five millionth 
customer worldwide. As a result of strong growth in the UK 
and overseas, it is likely that by the end of the calendar year 
annual growth will be over one and a half milli on new customers, 
the company said. Chris Gent, chief executive, said: “With more 
than a third of cur customers coming from overseas, we are 
seeing the benefits of our international investments." 


Cenargo bids for Scruttons 


Privately owned shipping group Cenargo Fast Ferries has 
launched an agreed bid for Scruttons. offering 310p per share, 
valuing the ports and shipping company at about £15m. Scrut- 
tons said it had declared a special dividend of i Op a share, 
to be paid only if and when the offer by Cenargo becomes 
wholly unconditional. Cenargo said it has received irrevo- 
cable undertakings to accept the offer representing 63.1 per 
cent of Scruttons. Since April. Scruttons has refocused its 
business, agreed the sale of Victoria Deep Whter Terminal 
in Greenwich, South-east London, achieved a managed re- 
duction in the cost base and increased sales levels in its re- 
maining businesses. Cenargo said. 

Animal health venture 


Irish pharmaceutical group United Drug is involved with a sub- 
sidiary of food companies Avonmore Whterford Group and 
Dauygnld in a joint venture to launch an animal healthcare 
company The new company, called Animal Health Distrib- 

ki!w. WI 1 pra ^ lde warehousing and distribution of animal 
healthcare products and would start trading on the Irish slock 

™ h uS The cam P an y W|U be owned equal- 

ly by L imed Drug and Co-operative Animal Health, a 20-year- 
o d veterinary medicine wholesaling and distribution business 
jointly owned by Avonmore Waterford and Daitygold 
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It's a wonderful, wonderful life, is banking 
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- OUTLOOK 

ON STANDARD LIFE 
BANK. FALLING 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
THE SALE OF ANGEL 
TRAINS AND 
THE FALLING-OUT 
AT ANDERSEN 


Eighteen months after deciding that it was 
nor veiy comfortable with its exposure to 
banking. Standard Life has had second 
thoughts and concluded it is a jolly good 
business to be in after alL So good, in fact, 
thai it has bundled its vety own retail bank. 

Standard Life's decision last May to of- 
fload its 32 per cent holding in Bank of 
Scotland caused a frightful kerfuffle north 
of the border. In Edinburgh financial cir- 
cles it was regarded as a betrayal to rank 
alongside the massacre of Glencoe. The 
Standard explanation - that it would 
rather not have such a large slice of its 
funds tied up in one company, thank you 
aii the same - cut no ice with the BoS. Its 
chairman Sir Bruce Patullo stormed out 
of the Standard Life boardroom, throw- 
ing his directorship in the bin as he went. 

But nor did it cut much ice elsewhere. 
Retail banking and life and pensions are 
so much pan of the same jungle these days 
that only those with a foot in both camps 
are sure to survive. Hence we know why 
Standard Life's chief executive Jim Stret- 
ton was so keen to “rebalance the equi- 
ty portfolio" last May. The day after its 
BoS shares were sold, he began thinking 
about Standard Life Bank. 

And now another almighty kerfuffle is 
In prospect because Standard Life is of- 
fering savings rates that win make the eyes 
positively water at eveiy other lender, in- 
cluding the supermarket banks launched 
by Tfesco and Sainsbmy. Jim Spowart, who 
was poached from Direct Line to set up 
and run the bank, is too polite to say so 
and anyway he can't too mde about BoS 


since it remains Standard Life's biggest tied 
agent But the fact is that the high street 
banks with their branch networks will never 
be able to live on the same margins as a 
telephone-based bank like Standard Life. 

It reckons rt will also have an edge over 
Tesco and Sainsbury who have to share 
their banking profits and Virgin and Di- 
rect Line, who incur heavy marketing costs 
to attract customers. Instead, Standard Life 
will market the bank through its 20,000- 
strong network of independent financial 
advisers on wafer-thin commissions. 

The launch of the bank is also an ele- 
gant exercise in financial recycling since 
Standard Life reckons it will get a fair 
chunk of its deposits from life policy hold- 
ings ploughing their money back in as poli- 
cies mature. If things go to plan then the 
target of £1 bn in deposits and 100,000 cus- 
tomers in a year could prove conservative. 

What yesterday's announcement does 
jjiot represent is any weakening in Stan- 
dard Life's commitment to mutuality. With 
£56bn of assets behind it, there are very 
few rivals who could force Mr Stretton to 
think differently and plenty more who will 
be watching his experiment in banking with 
special interest, even the putative mon- 
ster. Barclays Westminster. 

Penny bet on the 
wages-jobs spiral 

Anybody who used to visit old-fashioned 
seaside amusement arcades will remem- 
ber the penny falls. The pennies would 


mount up until one finally sent the whole 
pile tumbling over the edge in a cascade 
of coins. Watching the month-by-month 
declines in unemployment produces a sim- 
ilar sense of anticipation. A drop of 
1 1.000 here, 21,000 there -will next month 
bring the one that shatter tbe barrier of 
pay restraint and sets earnin g s off on an 
inflationary spiral? 

Unemployment, on the most reliable 
official measure, is at its lowest for sev- 
en and a half years at 7.1 per cent yet earn- 
ings are growing at just 425 per cent. Some 
economists argue that the British jobs mar- 
ket. has therefore fundamentally changed; 
others say it can't last and higher pay 
claims will soon start to pile up. 

Certainly, the rate of unemployment 
below which wage inflation would start to 
take off is lower than it used to be. A high- 
er standard of education amongst the 
workforce and all those 1980s “flexibili- 
ty'' measures have had some impact. The 
supply of suitably skillful and adaptable 
workers has increased to meet the in- 
creased demand for employees as tbe 
economy has recovered. 

The clear lesson is that inadequate 
labour supply has been at the root of 
Britain's unemployment problem, not 
insufficient labour demand. 

If demand continues to rise, it will only 
start to boost pay inflation if it now runs 
into a labour supply barrier. The signs are 
that this is not as much a constraint as the 
pessimists fear. Employers have been re- 
markably successful at drawing into the jobs 
market people who were noL previously un- 


employed - women, pensioners and for- 
eigners. This helps explain why pay has 
been so restrained as unemployment has 
fallen. It does not mean it wiQ continue 
to stay tame, but does suggest the jobs mar- 
ket will keep away from the inflationary 
edge longer than some experts fear. 

Rolling in railway 
millionaires 

Britain's Latest railway millionaire, John 
Prideaux, was keeping an understandably 
low profile yesterday. All that lolly and for 
so little work, it's almost embarrassing. 
And just think of all the begging letters 
if word gets around too much. 

Aside from the ex-InterCity man's 
£15m the interesting thing about the sale 
of Angel Trains to Royal Bank of Scotland, 
is just how cannfly Nomura has played its 
hand. 

The Japanese bank was the first to 
really focus on bow much value could be 
extracted from these cash machines oth- 
erwise known as railway railing slock corn- 
pan ies. Hence its decision to finance the 
original acquisition of Angel from the Gov- 
ernment with debt and then immediate- 
ly securitise it against the guaranteed 
revenue streams, thereby achieving a 
triple A debt rating and lowering its cost 
of capital. 

Stagecoach copied the Nomura model 
exactly, allowing jL to pay an extra £300m 
for POrterbrook and start the gravy train 
rolling for Sandy Anderson. The pattern 


was repeated all over again with Eversholt 
Leasing. 

Even after paying Nomura £395 m for 
the privilege of Inheriting Angel's secu- 
ritised loans. RBS must still think there 
is money to be made. All of which makes 
you fair wonder how much more the pre- 
vious government might have raised for 
tbe taxpayer had it not been in such a 
huny. Still time fora juicy postscript be- 
fore the National Audit Office sends its 
report off to the printers. 

Andersen fairytale 
ends in tears 

What excitement A four-star bust up in 
the staid old world of accounting. In fact 
the two warring halves of Andersen 
Worldwide, its consultancy arm and tbe 
old bean -counting business have been at 
each other’s throats like squabbling sib- 
lings almost from the day they were con- 
ceived eight years ago. 

With Coopers-PW and KPMG-Erust 
limbering up to jostle Andersen out of 
number one slot, the sensible thing to do 
would be to bury the hatchet, stay together 
and lever off one another's strengths. 

Alas it has gone too for for that - part- 
ners' profits are feeling tbe pinch and now 
Andersen Consulting has reached for the 
the international arbitrators citing “ir- 
reconcilable differences". At least the 
lawyers are assured fat fees even if it 
ultimately means tears at bedtime for 
everyone else. 


Lonrho sells car dealers for £M3m 


Jack Barclay, the ■ 
country’s biggest Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley 
jealer, changed hands 
rrday as part of a 
£ll3m management 
buyout of the Dutton- 
Forshaw group from 
Lonhro. Andrew Yates 
assesses the future of 
Lonhro as It seeks to 
turn Itself into a pure 
mining company. 


Jack Barclay's car showroom in 
Berkeley Square is a regular 
haunt for the rich and famous 
who demand only the best Set 
up 70 years ago by tbe famous 
racing driver, who held eight 
world records, the business 
. was acquired by Dutton-For- 
-^haw in 1977 and fell into the 
hands of Lonhro two years 
later. 

Now Jack Barclay, along 
with 30 other Dutton-Forshaw 
dealerships, has been bought by 
a management team led by 
chief executive Robert Robin- 
son and backed by CVC Capi- 
tal Partners, the venture 
capitalists. Dutton-Fbrshaw em- 
ploys 2^00 people and also sells 
makes such as Jaguar, Land 
Rover, Vauxhall and Ford. 

The deal is the latest sign of 
tbe restructuring in the motor 
industry, which has been thrown 
into turmoil by manufacturers’ 
Remands ro deal with only one 
'wributor in one area. 

“This business requires a 
lot of capital expenditure and we 
wifi invest significantly in the 
dealerships. Winners and losers . 
are emerging in this industry and 
we want to be winners," said 
Rob T in-asy a director of CVG 

Dntton-Fbxshaw was making 
a loss a; few years ago but its 



GRE pays £435m 
for private 
medical insurer 


In the showroom: Robert Robinson, Dutton-ForshaVs chief executive (right), with with Rob Lucas, a director of CVC Capital Partners, at the Jack 
Barclay Rolls-Royce and Bentley dealership in Berkeley square, London Photograph: E%e Catchers Press 


management team has steered 
it to recovery. It made a profit 
of £4m for the 12 months to 
September 1996, but that figure 
is understood to have increased 
substantially this year. 

Lonhro was prevented from 
making; a trade sale as it would 
have enabled manufacturers to 


renegotiate franchises, h con- 
sidered a flotation but believed 
it could get a better price from 
a management buyout. 

For Lonhro the move marks 
the latest step in its plan to dis- 
pose of its non-mining interests. 
The S450m sale of its Princess 
luxury hotel division has been 


postponed due to a wrangle 
overprice with Saudi Prince .41- 
Waleed bin Talal. Lonhro has 
put the chain back on the mar- 
ket and is in talks with three in- 
ternational hotel groups about 
a sale. 

It also plans to demerge its 
African trading interests, bv 


the middle of next year. With 
gearing virtual!} eliminated. 
Lonhro is keen to expand its 
mining business and has JC1. 
the South African mining 
group, in its sights. The group 
hopes to tie up a deal within a 
month, ending a long running 
saga between the two groups. 


Lonhro rejected overtures 
from JCI earlier this year. How- 
ever now the South African 
group has disposed of most of 
its gold mining interests Lonhro 
sees it as an attractive target and 
wants to many its own coal in- 
terests with JCI s Tavistock coal 
mining business. 


Guardian Royal Exchange has 
significantly boosted its expo- 
sure to the growing health in- 
surance market with the 
acquisition of the country’s sec- 
ond largest private medical in- 
surer, PPP Healthcare Group. 

GRE is paying £435m to the 
group's owner, PPP Healthcare 
Medical Trust, which will also 
receive a £125m dividend from 
the sale of the company. GRE 
shares dipped lOp to 324p. 

GRE said tbe integration of 
its fast-growing Guardian 
Health division with PPP's 
2_5 million customers would re- 
sult in annual cost savings of 
£14m. The deal, which is sub- 
ject to regulatory approval, is 
expected to be earnings- 
enhancing from 1999. 

John Robins, GRE’s chief 
executive, said the deal was part 
of the group’s strategy to be- 
come a leading player in the 
health and long-term care mar- 
kets. “As it becomes more dif- 
ficult for governments to meet 
in foil the demands placed 
upon them for healthcare ser- 
vices, individuals will increas- 
ingly have to make their own 
provision," Robins said. 

Tbe acquisition of PPP, with 
an estimated market share of 
28 per cent, provided a signif- 
icant platform for future 
growth, he added. 

In addition to its strong po- 
sition in private medical insur- 
ance. PPP also has about 85 per 
cent of the dental care finance 
market and a 60 per cent share 
of the long-term insurance care 
market. 

GRE's enlarged health in- 
surance business will be led by- 
Peter Owen, PPP Healthcare's 
chief executive, who will join 


GRE's main board. He said 
PPP had found an “excellent 
parent" and the deal brought 
tremendous opportunities for 
the company. 

PPP made pre-tax profits of 
£24.8m in 1996 on turnover of 
£717m. However, profits were 
down sharply from £66m a 
year earlier. 

In the first nine months of 
3997. PPP said it had made 
profits of £84ro including in- 
vestment gains of some £67m. 

The sale to GRE followed 
a decision by PPP's board that 
the best way to optimise the 
company's potential over the 
long term was to find a strate- 
gic partner. 

GRE is believed to have 
beaten off competition from 
GE Capital of the US and 
Halifax, which were among a 
number of financial services 
companies keen to acquire it. 

Competition in the private 
medical insurance industry has 
intensified in recent years with 
fiat sales and new entrants 
squeezing profits. 

Nevertheless, healthcare is 
one area where pressure is like- 
ly to grow on governments 
around the world to encourage 
individuals to make their own 
provision and offset the rapidly 
escalating costs of state provision. 

The sector is faring a huge 
shake-up in Britain, with Bupa, 
tbe leading healthcare insurer 
with a 45 per cent market 
share, bidding to buy nursing 
home provider Care First for 
£24 1m. 

Composite insurance com- 
panies are evolving their own 
individual strategies to cope 
with the increasingly competi- 
tive industry conditions. 


Japanese income tax cut sends 

surge through Asian markets 

$ . 


Zeneca buys £300m fungicide business from Japanese rival 


Spurred by accusations 
that Japan was doing too 
little, too- late, to put its 
economic house in 
order, the government 
y es te rda y announced an 
Unexpected $IS.7bn cut 
in personal income 
taxes. Stephen Vfoies in 
HongXong examines 
whether the package 
wffl succeed in 
simulating the 
economy. 

The stfflooEbceracnt, made by 
■ Ryuforo Hashimoto. the prime 
w&astCT^created a surge of cn- 
tfrosttsni in Japan’s financial 
m adimwhicfcqtat^ 
otter rpffr frrtK throughout .Asia. 

. “I hive, decided to cany 
z spedalincome tax cut as an 


emergency measure," said Mr 
Hashimoto. adding. “I think 
these steps will make the eco- 
nomic recovery trend stronger” . 

Japan has yielded to both 
local and international pressure 
to take measures which will 
stimulate domestic demand 
and put new life into the lan- 
guishing economy. This has 
meant relaxing the Hashimoto 
government's commitment to 
tight moneiaiy policy. 

The previous day the gov- 
ernment bad launched a trial 
balloon, indicating that the tax 
cuts would be far lower but the 
response was dismal. 

Investor response was rapid. 
The Nikkei 225 share index 
surged by more than 5 per cent 
butfell back to a 3.6 per cent 
rise by the time trading dosed. 
The las cut also gave an impe- 
tus to the Japanese ycn. w hich 

closed at Y127 to the LiSdol- 


lar , a gain of almost 4 per cenL 
Traders believe that some of 
this rise can be explained by 
Japanese central bank inter- 
vention in the markeL 

Although investors have 
register.-:* their backing for 
the loosening of ’he monetary 
reins, it is far from cl ear 
whether this mov e will provide 
the required economic stimu- 
Tus. “The potential impact on 
the economy is fairly limited."' 
said Goldman Sachs chief 
economist Tetsufumi Ya- 
roakawa. “It is unlikely to he 
spent for consumption. It is 
more likely to go for saving." 

These doubts were large l> 
cast aside in other Asian mar- 
kets which are starved of pos- 
itive news and wiU grab any that 
comes along. 

The Malaysian. Philippines 
and Singaporean currencies 
were lifted from tows hit earlier 


in the week. Other Asian cur- 
rencies. notably the new Taiwan 
dollar, made gains. It appears 
that central banks across the re- 
gion took the signal from Tokyo 
as an opportunity to help along 
the timid upsurge of confi- 
dence by intervening in the for- 
eign exchange markets to 
bolster their currencies. 

The only weakness wits seen 
in South Korea, where the won 
fell after a two-day rally. The 
Seoul stock market was also 
weaker as investors waited cau- 
tiously for the results of toJay's 
presidential election. All three 
candidates arc theoretically 
committed to implementing 
the International Monetary 
Fund's rough demjnd» for us 
rescue package. Huwewr, ihe\ 
have, to varying degrees, also 
made pledges on the eci roomy 
which cun only be fulfilled b\ 
d^fruis i ht IMF. 


Zeneca took a big step towards 
achieving its ambition to be- 
come a leading player in global 
crop protection yesterday with 
a $5llum (£3i Him) acquisition 
from a Japanese rival. 

The drugs and speciality 
chemicals company bought a 
US-based fungicide business 
from Japan’s lshihara Sangyo 
Kaisha (ISK). which it said 
would help lift it to number two 
position from eighth in the glob- 
al S5bn funfinl control business. 


It also acquired interna- 
tional distribution rights to 
four fungicides, herbicides and 
pest control products newly 
introduced by ISK which will 
provide a further lift to sales 
from the turn of the century. 

Tlie ISK acquisition follows 
Zeneca's purchase of Dutch 
biotechnology company Mogen 
earlier this year, which 
strengthened its research into 
genetic modification of plants 
to overcome fungal resistance. 


News of the latest move 
pushed Zeneca shares up4p to 
£20.77. 

Zeneca Agrochemicals 
chief executive Michael Prag- 
nell said that ISK's well-estab- 
lished fungicide ChorothanoliJ 
together with Zeneca’s newly- 
launched fungicide Am is tar 
would allow it to offer a disease- 
beating package to farmers. 

“It is part of a whole disease 
management programme. Dis- 
ease control is fundamental 


and this is all about disease con- 
trol in agriculture," he said. 

He said Chorothanolil 
would be an important com- 
plement to Amistar. which has 
been bunched in 19 countries 
and approved in a further three. 

Zeneca Agrochemicals is 
eighth in the world in the sale of 
fungal control products, which 
account for 20 per cent of the 
agrochemical markeL This com- 
pares to its number three posi- 
tion in agrochemicals as a whole. 


Market bids farewell to an old name as Diageo makes debut 


One.- iff the oldest names on the snvk mar- 
ket disappeared yesterday js din res in 
Diagwi. i he drinks giant burned by the 
merger «■!' Grand Metropolitan and 
Guinness, started trading. The conclusion 
ut the deal saw the famous Guinness name 
erased I rum market screens after 1 1 1 years 
and ended Grand Met' s near 4ti-year history 
as a qu< 'led o »mpany. 

Diaeco MurU-d life as the seventh 


largest quoted company in the country, val- 
ued at £2?bn. bigger than Barclays but just 
behind BT. However, the new company got 
off to a disappointing start with the shares 
slipping 1.5p to 590p. 

John McGrath, GrandMet’s former 
chief executive and Diageo's chief executive, 
said: “This is the end of a long journey. It 
sad day. On the other hand it is the start 
of a new journey and it is very exciting." 


Diageo's first priority will be to integrate 
United Distillers and 1DV. the spirits busi- 
nesses of Guinness and GrandMeL which 
will lead to a wave of redundancies. Ana- 
lysts expect man}' more job losses than the 
2,000 Diageo has said will definitely ga 'Un- 
til now UD and IDV have not been allowed 
to talk to each other. We will move like hell 
to sort out the busynesses,” said Mr McGrath. 

- Andrew Yates 




INDEPENDENT 

THURSDAY IS DECEMBER 1**7 


Racal climbs as chairman shows his faith by buying 


MARKEf REPORT «*=>■ Electronics, involved 

in its third major restructuring, 
climbed 6.5p to 250p, as in- 



DEREK PAIN 


vesiors followed two long 
standing bulls of the shares - 
chairman Sir Ernest Harrison 
and analyst Brian Newman. 

Sir Ernest has displayed his 
faith in what is. in effect, the 
rump of his empire by buying 
545, 00(1 shares at 232p. Other 
directors acquired 55.000. 

Mr Newman, with stock- 
broker Henderson Ciosth- 
waite. believes the shares are 
a buy despite the likelihood of 
heavy losses in ihe current 
year. 

Racal was bumping along 
around 200p just ahead of 
the announcement that it in- 
tends to sell its loss-making 
data products division and 
float its telecom operations. 

The float will tw the third 
Sir Ernest has masterminded. 
Vodafone was the first to be 


split from Racal: then came 
Chubb Security (now nan of 
Williams). 

By opting for u sale and 
float Sir Ernest has met stock- 
market expectations. Indeed 
there Ls a feeling he should 
have undertaken such a move 
much earlier. 

The data side has been in 
the red for seven years. Mr 
Newman, in his latest circular, 
estimates about half the busi- 
ness can be sold with the re- 
mainder likely to demand 
substantia] write-downs, prob- 
ably £195ra. 

The rest of the business, 
such as defence electronics and 
the stake in the Camelol lot- 
tery organisation, has an esti- 
mated 320p break up value. 

Racal Telecom u ill come t< • 
market within !R months. Mr 
Newman values it at £425m. or 
150pa Racal share. He points 
out it has a larger fibre-optic 


network than F nereis, lit ■: tied 
by Nat tuna l t’iiid. and moo. 
deal* similar to one complet- 
ed with Vodalom. .uc being 
lined up l»t extend European 
operations. 

Footsie, alter a ihree-J:t\ 
winning streak, fell I2.t> pmnN 
to 5, l‘H).s in lairh uelive bm 
largely featureless trading. 

Diageo, the result ol the 
Grand Metropolitan Guinness 
merger, ended at i;,J *tp alter 
touching ?‘»?p in "Men brisk 
trading. 

Buss frothed .iliead .'7p i*» 
a V5np peak as Goldman 
Sachs, for long keen on the 
shares, pul out a 1 . 1 5' )p target. 
St' tar this week Bass has 
rolled out the E2“*m sileol its 
bingo operations and a t5ft4m 
pubs disposil as weii as ail 
£N5dm share hm-hick. Ser*l- 
tish & Newcastle and Whii- 
breud joined in the seasonal 
cheer with gains i if ip i« ■ ”5Np 


.inti 2'p to s*t?p respectively. 

I '.Nine joy was again tibsent 
troin retailers. More profit 
downgiaditigs and warnings 
did the damage. Nick Rubhat 
Socieie fie He rale Strauss 
Turnbull cut his Marks & 
Spencer estimate Ofm to 
El I4hn. Profit warnings look 
Oasis Stares down 5bp to 
i.'Op against a !4Np flotation 
two \sars ago; Mulberry, the 


Share spotlight 

'.ii.v pme pence 


'Scottish & 

-jo 1 Newcastle 
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luxury goods group. tumbled 
21 tp to 53.5p compared with 
last years 153p issue price. 

Cnats Viyella. the engi- 
neering and textile group, the 
latest to climb on the break-up 
bandwagon, killed any enthu- 
siasm when it also produced a 
pn »fii warning: the shares Fell 
15.5p to l| 5p. Pearson also 
warned that grow th is slewing 
and lost 5p to X24p. 

With the Christmas spend- 
ing spree still elusive. King- 
fisher shaded 7p lo K45p and 
Hunts I bp to S77p. M&S fell 
2tip to t>< Kip. 

Nycomcd Amcrsham con- 
tinued n» enjoy its Footsie 
arrival, gaining SMp to 2.350p. 

tunica, ihe telecoms group, 
rallied I4.5p u> 74.5p. It 
louehed 42lp in the summer. 
Tlie re is eviilencc the group 
has been professionally bear- 
rauled and the modest rally 
eouid indicate some of 


attackers haw decided enough 
is enough and closed their 
positions. 

Stories about problems 
have buzzed around since the 
digital radio wave group ad- 
mitted it was running behind 
schedule. Removal from the 
FTSE 250 index, forcing some 
tracker funds to unload, has 
also hit the shares. But many 
of the bear stories seem ex- 
aggerated. There is now even 
bullish talk that lonica could 
he the ideal takeover target, if 
only for its cash pile, which 
tops £2Q0rn. At 745p it is 
valued at £1 26.5m. 

Scrnttons, the shipping and 
transport group, jumped 4l)p 
to 3Wp on the £15 5m bid 
from unquoted Cenargo Fast 
Ferries, which has acquired 
563 per cent. Newcomer BCO 
Technologies arrived on AIM 
and Dublin’s DCM. Placed at 
14flp the shares dosed at 150p- 
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a property tiddler 
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which ha 5 Leslau, put 
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Prestbuvy held at 4.7- p- 

leather & Greenwood. 

L taken over as stockbroto- 

to Dean Corporation, expects 

the house budding and 

proper* services group to bft 
profits to fil.4«n this year and 
£1.9m next The shares are 
lip. 
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Clinton was right to put 
the US back in the black 



DIANE 


COYLE 


ON THE BATTLE 
TO CUT 
SPENDING 


Something extraordinary and 
almost unnoticed has hap- 
pened- Uncle Sam is bade in the 
black. The US Federal Gov- 
ernment is starting to spend Jess 
than its income from taxes for 
the first time since 1969. In the 
d current financial year the 
y federal budget deficit is likely 
to amount to only 03 per cent 
of GDP, and in fiscal year 1998 
it is likely to be in surplus. 

The recovery from George 
Bush's pre-election blow-out, 
which took the defidt to 4.4 per 
cent of GDP. a whopping 
$330bn, in 1992, has been re- 
markable. While the two most 
recent Republican presidents, 
Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush, turned out to be about the 
most finandally profligate in 
modern American history. Bill 
Clinton has certainly been the 
most responsible. 

He has been helped by the 
( remarkable US economic per- 

r 'formance in the longest recov- 
ery since the war. Thx receipts 
have grown steadily with the 
economy, while demands for 
cyclical payments like unem- 
ployment benefit have fallen 
back. There has been extra help 
from special factors. For exam- 
ple, the government's healthcare 
bill has at last started to grow 
more slowly as increased com- 
petitive pressures with the 


The federal budget is moving into the black 

M 



spread of "managed care” has 
capped the expansion in 
Medicare and Medicaid outlays. 

Even if the economy slows in 
1993, as it almost certainly mil, 
the budget deal struck between 
the President and Congress will 
keep the government's finances 
on an improving trend. The non- 
partisan Congressional Budget 
Office and Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget are likely to 
predict a small deficit next year, 
making cautious assumptions. 
But most Vvhii Street analysts ex- 
pect a small surplus. Chase Se- 
curities. for example, predicts it 
will be $25bn in the black. 

Some critics have despaired 
of President Clinton's adher- 
ence to financial orthodoxy, 
much as many Labour sup- 
porters criticise Gordon Brown 
for outdoing the Tories on 
tough public spending controls. 
Fbr example. Robert Reich, 
the former VS Labor Secretary , 
recalls his battles against bud- 
get cuts in his memoir of the first 
Clinton term. He could not 
see the virtues of reducing bor- 
rowing when there was a crying 
need for spending on the poor, 
on education, on public infra- 
structure. “Going into debt in 
order to help our people be- 
come better educated and more 
productive is entirely reason- 
able,” he wrote in Locked in the 
Cabinet. “No sane business ex- 
ecutive would fail to borrow 
money in order to make a 
profitable investment like this.” 

Mr Reich blamed Alan 
Greenspan, the Federal Re- 
serve chairman, for persuading 
the President that a vote of con- 
fidence from the bond market, 
in the form of reduced long- 
term interest rates, would prove 
a reward that made it worth cut- 
ting spending on traditional 
Democrat programmes. 

A famous remark from Mr 
Clinton’s campaign director ear- 
ly in 1993, as the new adminis- 
tration got to grips with the 
economic realities after the in- 
auguration, confirmed the Will 
Street influence. James Carvffle 
said: “I used to think that if there 


was reincarnation I wanted to 
come back as the Presidem or 
the Pope or a .400 baseball hit- 
ter. But now 1 want to come back 
as the bond market. You can in- 
timidate everybody." 

Was Mr Greenspan right? 
The move from hnge defidt into 
budget surplus in the space of 
five years is one of those rare 
real-life experiments that will 
test the economic theory. Ac- 
cording to the theory that has 
become orthodoxy around the 
world, the e limina tion of the 
deficit will have two beneficial 
results. One is that long-term in- 
terest rates should stay low, 
keeping the cost of borrowing 
for companies, consumers and 
borne- buyers low too. This 
should help keep investment 
and consumer spending strong. 

The other is that the reduc- 
tion in the amount of private sav- 
ings the government has to 
absorb by selling Treasury bonds 
in order to finance the defidt will 
release those savings for more 
productive investment. 

There is another element in 
this equation, in the amount by 
which American spending on im- 
ports exceeds American in- 
comes. This gap- the balance of 
payments defidt - is big and 
growing. It is eating into US na- 
tional saving, with foreign cap- 
ital plugging the gap. But even 
so, a lower government budget 
defidt should help improve both 
domestic saving and investment. 

Tbe governments reduced 
need to sell Treasury' bonds 
should also have a supplemen- 


tary consequence. For some 
time there has been concern that 
the Asian financial crisis will re- 
duce foreigners' appetite to buy 
US government securities, trig- 
gering a fall in the bond market 
which could in turn undermine 
share prices. 

A combination of higher 
long-term rates and a fall on 
WhJJ Street undermining the 
value of the now very common 
stock option schemes used to 
pay managers and professionals 
could make a serious dent in US 
growth. But If the government 
is actually repaying some debts 
next year, the bond market 
looks much less vulnerable. 

Some economists are pre- 
dicting that this is exactly what 
will happen. The yield on the 
benchmark long bond is near 
6 per cent. Optimistic forecasts 
predict it will fall towards 5 per 
cent over the next year - and 
would be even lower but for the 
fear of an upturn in inflation. 

But the Old Democrats. like 
Old Labour, would argue that 
this is not enough to justify the 
failure to spend adequately on 
social priorities like education 
and welfare reform. Mr Reich 
said precisely this on a recent 
visit to London, criticising the 
Fed for being over-zealous. US 
interest rates could be even 
lower without any risk of trig- 
gering inflation, he argued. 

This overlooks fwo things. 
One is the market response to 
any perceived laxness on the 
Fed's part. If Mr Greenspan 
took short-term interest rales. 


which be can control too low. 
long-term rates, which he can- 
not control, would rise. These 
have a much bigger influence on 
the demand for credit and tbe 
economy's growth. 

There is also a subtler 
argument in favour of the or- 
thodoxy. The American econo- 
my is in many ways returning to 
a performance last seen in tbe 
mid-196Cts. Low inflation, low un- 
employment, rapid job creation, 
a government budget more or less 
in balance. Economists see the 
1960s as a golden age to which 
the industrialised nations have 
been unable to return. The fis- 
cal and financial solidity of the 
economy, and the prosperity this 
generated, was what allowed the 
US to launch the Great Society 
and civQ rights programmes. 

Implementing political and 
social ideals does not come 
cheap and is never uncontro- 
versiai. It certainly cannot be 
done when a big deficit is forc- 
ing the government to penny- 
pinch. Critics of Gordon 
Brown's Iron Chancellorship 
like to compare him to the 
stern Stafford Cripps, forever 
associated - some what unfair- 
ly - with austerity and tough 
measures. It is more revealing 
to compare the strategy with Bill 
Clinton’s, which wQl leave his 
successor as President the plat- 
form from which he can launch 
a more idealistic politics. Mr 
Brown just hopes to speed up 
the process and get to the 
launching pad in time for a sec- 
ond Labour term of office. 
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So much for the season of goodwill. The news 
that long-serving Richard Os ter is to leave 
Cookson after 19 years was greeted with 
unashamed glee by investors, who yesterday 
pushed up the industrial conglomerate's 
bombed-out share price by 4 per cent. 

It's a bit of a sorry demise for Mr Osier, a 
man for whom the phrase “larger than life" 
could have been invented (some prefer more 
colourful descriptions, but this is a family news- 
paper.) After joining the group in 1978 when 
Cookson bought his family's firm, the brass 
company AJ Oster, Mr Oster rose through the 
ranks, taking over as chief executive in 1991. 
He became chairman in July but the role hardly 
suited his hands-on approach and, under pres- 
sure from the board, he agreed to step aside. 

Before you reach for your handkerchief, 
bear in mind that Mr Oster will trouser £2. 9m 
in compensation for lost earnings and bonuses. 
And when he's spent that there’s always his 33 
million share options, a chunk of which are still 
showing a nice profit, to ward off the bailiffs. 

Cookson, meanwhile, has recalled former 
chairman Bob Malpas to run the board while 
searching for a successor. After retiring from 
Cookson in July he had hoped to spend more 
time on the golf course. “My handicap was com- 
ing down but that's the end of that," he sighs. 

Speaking of golf, it is a truth universally ac- 
knowledged in the City that one of the best 
places to clinch a deal is on the golf course. 
The calmness, the fresh air - it all makes for 
dearer thinking. However Norman Broad- 
hurst. finance director of Railtrack, appears 
to have taken that maxim one step further. He 
has accepted a job as non-executive director 
of Clubhaus, the golf company and leading 
European golf course operator. A Railtrack 
source said Mr Broadhurst, 56, was a keen 
golfer. Asked what his handicap was, she said: 
“T think Norman would say his handicap was 
having to stay in the office and being kept from 


the course." Clubhaus couldn’t help. A taped 
message at their London office yesterday af- 
ternoon told callers no one was able to take 
rafic for the rest of the day. Probably holding 
an important board meeting on the I4th green. 

A fond farewell to Jim Hartnett, who is final- 
ly retiring from the board of Euro therm at the 
tender age of S3. Mr Hartnett founded the tem- 
perature controls group in 1965 by matching 
a loan from the bank with his life savings. The 
company started out in a garret above an old 
stables and bad a staff of just six. It now has 
annual sales of some £200m and employs 2300. 

Mr Hartnett handed over the chair to Jack 
Leonard in 1983, but kept a seat on the board 
and was involved in all the major policy de- 
risions. Last summer, he was called back in 
the breach when Claes Hultman, the Swedish 
chief executive who had beeu drafted in to re- 
vive Eurothenn’s fortunes, walked out after 
a boardroom row. Mr Hartnett, backed by 
shareholders Mercury Asset Management and 
Prudential led the successful campaign for Mr 
Hultman’s reinstatement which led to Mr 
Leonard’s resignation. 

With the company back on an even keel, 
Mr Hartnett dearly thinks it’s time to step 
down. Not that bell be putting bis feet up: he's 
a member of the Court of Sussex University, 
a local parish counriUor, and a founder of the 
Hartnett Charitable Trust which helps or- 
ganisations that rehabilitate the mentally 
handicapped. Where does he get the energy? 

Those sober and prudent chiefs at Standard 
Life are evidently determined that their new 
h ank will be a hit. So much so that tbe press 
conference announcing its launch opened with 
spotlights and the skippy violins that introduce 
a well-known top ten hit by The Verve. My 
gosh they’re hip. But as life insurance men who 
pride themselves on their careful strategy, they 
will presumably not want the fortunes of Stan- 
dard Life Bank to be the “Bitter-Sweet Sym- 
phony" of the song’s title. Being based in 
Edinburgh rather than the City, however, they 
will presumably have no objection to the mes- 
sage in The Verve’s current smash, “The Drugs 
Don’t Work". 

Lord Harris of Peckham. the Axminsler King 
who runs the Carpetright empire, is at a loss 
to understand why the company's share price 
is languishing. But his son Martin has not been 
slow to take advantage. Harris junior, who was 
just 28 when he joined the Carpetright board 
earlier this year, showed his confidence in the 
company by snapping up an additional 50,000 
shares at 450p yesterday morning, setting him 
back a cool £225,000. “I just thought they had 
got so cheap it was ridiculous," he said yesterday. 

Meanwhile Lord Harris, the staunch Tory 
supporter and former key fund-raiser, was ready 
to take a swipe at the Labour government's re- 
cent troubles. "They've made a real muck up 
since they came to power,” was his verdict. 
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Guscott’s nightmare 
may be almost over 


SKIING 


E 3 - 




CRve Woodward, the 
England coach, is fond of 
stating that a fit Jeremy 
Guscott would be one of 
the first names on his 
Test team-sheet. 
Woodward can start 
sharpening his pencil If 
the latest medical 
bulletin from Bath proves 
to be correct Chris Hewett 
discovers a ray of hope. 


“He always seems to be in the 
right place at the right time 
when it comes to glory," said one 
Lions hero. Matt Dawson, of an- 
other. Jeremy Guscott, during the 
BBC's Sports Personality of the 
Year programme on Sunday 
night. The Northampton scrum- 
half knows his onions, dearly; a 
full five months after facing the 
Springboks in last summers fi- 
nal Test in Johannesburg, the 
mercurial Guscott may just be on 
course for the headline-grabbing 
comeback to end them all. 

BaLh believe their most 
prized possession will be playing 
again within four weeks and that 
prognosis gives Guscott a better 
than even chance of making the 
Heineken Cup final in Bor- 
deaux on 31 January, provided, 
of course, bis clubmates do their 
hit by seeing off Pau in this Sat- 
urday's sell-out semi-final at the 
Recreation Ground. It still 
seems too much to hope for, giv- 
en the many confident predic- 
tions of Guscott's impending 
demise because of chronic back 
trouble, but there is at least a 
faint possibility of his returning 
to the England side for the Five 
Nations’ Championship. 

“Jerry is back with us and ful- 
ly involved and it's been a big lift 
for everyone to see him around 
the place," said the Bath coach, 
Andy Robinson, whose mood 
had brightened considerably in 


the three days since his side’s cat- 
astrophic Premiership defeat at 
Saracens. “He’s been busily 
telling us where we’ve been go- 
ing wrong and, more impor- 
tantly. he’s taking an active part 
in training. It’s too early to give 
a precise comeback dale, but four 
weeks is realistic." 

Guscott, who had surgery 
late last month to correct a low- 
er back problem resulting from 
an accidental knock in training, 
was more downbeat yesterday. “I 
don't want to say anything about 
a comeback.” he said. “Pm train- 
ing again, but that's as far as it 
goes at the moment.” All the 
same, the signals are far more 
positive than at any time since the 
early autumn, when the extent of 
the injury was first revealed. 

Much as Bath would love to 
see Guscott's uniquely preda- 
tory talents restored, they have 
more pressing fitness concerns. 
Although they expect to declare 
both Mike Catt and Adedayo 
Adebayo fit for what Robinson 
described as a “monumental” 
showdown with Pau, neither 
England player can be rated a 
certainty for the biggest rugby 
occasion ever seen at The Rec. 

Catt, concussed during the 
England-South Africa interna- 
tional at Twickenham a little un- 
der three weeks ago. was to 
undergo a neurological scan to- 
day while Adebayo was putting 
his ricked back through its 
paces in a formal fitness test. 
Richard Butland will continue 
to fill in for Can at outside-half 
if the scan is not 100 per cent 
dear while Simon Geoghegan 
stands by for Adebayo. If the 
Irish wing does get a run, it wall 
be his first senior outing of a 
campaign all but wrecked by a 
serious toe complaint. 

Talking of comebacks. Tony 
Hallett, the former Rugby Foot- 
ball Union secretary who was ag- 
gressively and. as it turned out, 
falsely accused of all manner of 


chicanery by his enemies within 
the corridors of power, is about 
to return to the Cray. He replaces 
Symoii Elliott as chief executive 
of Richmond early next month. 

Hallett resigned from his 
RFU post in the summer fol- 
lowing accusations that he mis- 
led the membership over the 
precise terms and implications 
of the multi-million pound 
broadcasting deal he helped 
broker between England and 
BSkyB. He was exonerated fol- 
lowing a judirial investigation. 

“There are big challenges 
ahead, both for the club and for 
the future of Premiership rugby.” 
said Hallett, who was chairman 
of the dub before taking over the 
reins at Twickenham. “The po- 
tential is enormous." Whether his 
views dovetail with those of his 
most powerful Twickenham ad- 
versary, RFU chairman Cliff 
Brittle, is a moot point indeed. 
“It will be interesting meeting 
Cliff again in my new role.” 
Hallett added mischievously. 

Richmond arc certainly mov- 
ing in the right direction: their 
five-try victory over Leicester on 
Tuesday night elevated them to 
third in the Premiership table. It 
was not all sweetness and light 
at the Athletic Ground yesterday, 
however. The dub fined their li- 
ons hooker, Barry Williams, an 
undisclosed sum after Bristol cit- 
ed the Welshman for stamping 
on the head of Paul Burke dur- 
ing last Saturday’s dose-fought 
game at the Memorial Ground. 

“We categorically refute the 
suggestion that Bany intended 
any injury to the player.” said 
John Kingston, the Richmond 
coach, who nevertheless agreed 
that Williams might legitimately 
have been given a yellow card 
by the referee. Graham Hugh- 
es. Bristol have made an official 
complaint to the RFU disdpli- 
nary panel, who must now de- 
cide what further action, if any, 
should be taken. 
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Katja Seizinger on her way to her third successive downhill victory and fifth successive World Cup win in Val d'lsere yesterday. It put the Ger- ^ 
man (33 wins) third on the women's all-time list behind Anne-Marie Moser ProeJI (62) and Vreni Schneider (55) Photograph: Patrick KovariWAFP 
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Air becomes Edwards’ heir apparent at London Broncos Dancer takes slow steps in preparation for the revolution 


London Broncos have signed 
the Australian half-back Glen 
Air as the successor to Shaun 
Edwards. The 33-year-old Air 
was recently voted Most 
Promising Player of the Year in 
New South Whies after an out- 
standing season with Olawarra. 

Air has agreed a two-year 
contract and is the Broncos' 
ninth close-season signing - all 
from Down Under - as the 
Broncos coach, Tony Currie, 
rings the changes in a bid to im- 


prove on last season's runners- 
up position, their best-ever fin- 
ish in the league. 

Hull Sharks completed a 
club record £350,000 triple 
transfer deal yesterday when the 
England international full-back 
Steve Prescott joined the Super 
League newcomers. 

Prescott agreed a two-year 
deal and links up with two 
more former Saints - the Great 
Britain winger Ian Hunte and 
back row forward Simon Booth. 


The Sharks agreed a 
£350,000 fee for the trio a 
month ago but, while Hunte and 
Booth signed, Prescott wanted 
time to think things over. 

Halifax have signed Aus- 
tralian pair. Damian Gibson and 
Des Q ark. on 12-month con- 
tracts. Gibson, a pacy full-back, 
was released by Leeds. Clark. 25, 
is a prop or second row who 
played this year for Gold Coast. 

The pair are expected to join 
fellow countryman Gavin 


Clinch at Halifax in mid-Janu- 
ary when their work permits are 
processed. Scrum-half Clinch 
was signed from St George. 

Back row Simon Baldwin has 
rejected an offer to play rugby 
union for Sale after agreeing a 
new deal with the Blue Sox. 

Castleford have completed 
the signing of New Zealander 
Michael Smith on a one-year 
contract and have received a 
work permit for the former 
Canterbury second-row forward. 


A revolution in English hock- 
ey is underway following the ar- 
rival of two Australians to head 
up elite coaching and the advent 
of Lottery funds from the World 
Q ass Performance programme. 

The Australian Barry Dancer, 
England's recently appointed 
national coach, has announced 
his first senior squad selection, 
which numbers 27, for a training 
week and two games against 
Italy next month in Sicily. It has 
long been an Australian concept 


for large training squads based 
on their Sports Academy set-ups. 

The down side of the exer- 
cise is that all the old names 
have been trolled out with only 
two uncapped players being 
chosen: Jon Ebswonh. Ted- 
dington's goalkeeper, and Mike 
Johnson, the Cannock midfield 
player, both teenage students at 
Birmingham University. Ten 
members of the British squad 
who finished seventh at the 
Atlanta Olympics are included. 


The surprise omission of any 
players from Canterbury, who 
are second in the Premier Divi- 
sion of the National League, was 
simply because Dancer has not 
yet been able to sec them play 
since he has only been in Britain 
for a short lime. The team man- 
ager. Dave Whittle, said that 
there were five Canterbury play- 
ers under consideration. 

Eight members of the Pre- 
mier leaders. Cannock, have 
been chosen, including a recall 


for Kalbir Thkher. He has not 
been in the international squad 
since the Atlanta Olympics. 

Missing from the squad af- 
ter undergoing an operation is 
the goalkeeper David Luckes. 

B4GLAND SQUAD: S Mum. J Wyatt. S A*b- 
doan. M Pnom (RaadngX S Banns, S Hand 
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atm. J bum. C Unyat ItiUrVtm J Phtoock 
«1 B Shape (Canw*l G Raritan HinM 
R Ganda, J Kate (HJM Tt» HapielB Garwtf 


N TTiorepron (OU UJuqffc 
B Waugh, O Vfeods (Sou 
Oanoac HanagoR D VWMa 
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||| Sheikh Mohammed demonstrates his staying power 



Although he has 
threatened to withdraw 
from racing in Britain, 
Sheikh Mohammed's 
perseverance could not 
be faulted in an 
endurance race in Dubai 
yesterday. Adam Sz refer 
saw him in action. 


If Despite his heritage, it was still 
‘ strange to see the slight figure 
of Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid A1 Maktoum, Crown 
Prince of Dubai kitted out in 
full endurance-racing regalia 
and taking time off from the al- 
together more serious pursuit of 
putting the frighteners on the 
British horse-racing business. 

Last week the biggest spender 
in the sport in Britain was busy 
making unveiled threats to with- 
draw his horses from the coun- 
try unless there are radical 
fun ding changes. Yesterday he 
appeared suddenly, somewhere 
in the Arabian Desert about 40 
miles outside Dubai 


It W3S half past four in the 
morning as Sheikh Mohammed 
arrived to weigh in for the race, 
billed as the Desert Giants and 
part of the International Eques- 
trianism Federation’s World 
Endurance Championship. 

Three of his sons were there 
as well and a host of other 
movers and sheikhs. The ob- 
jective of endurance racing is 
not speed, but to test the com- 
bined efforts of man and beast 
as they attempt to tackle a 
120km course through rough 
terrain, without putting undue 
pressure on the beast 

In this race there were four 
stages, with a 30 minute break 
between each. Horses’ pulse 
rates are regularly checked by 
vets to see if their riders are 
overworking them, thereby in- 
curring penalties, while the first 
20 horses home at the end are 
dope tested. The use of whips 
and spurs is strictly forbidden. 

The nags themselves are 
some former racers, some thor- 
oughbreds, some pure Arab 
and most of them owned by 
Sheikh somebody bin some- 


body Mak somebody. There 
was British interest in the shape 
of Wendy McCawley on Time 
Traveller, whom she also trains 
for Sheikh Mohammed. 

McCawley finished well 
down a field that was dominat- 
ed by Hassan bin Ali cm Mr Jun- 
abee, owned, by way of 
variation, by Sheikh Ham dan 
bin Rashid, another of the 
Maktoum brothers who have so 
transformed racing in Britain. 

Mr Juna bee’s only serious 
problem appeared to be an in- 
ability to slow down, thus risk- 
ing the chance of a heart-rate 
penalty and possible elimina- 
tion. "faking water on board as 
the sun shone after lunch 
seemed to tax his rider too, as 
he missed the catch every time 
anyone threw him a bottle. 

In the end the driver was vir- 
tually hurling them at him, be- 
fore offering his advice to the 
eventual winner who was, un- 
derstandably, a little put out by 
the running commentary. 

The offender could content 
himself with chucking a four- 
wheel drive around the deseh 


and at times it was hard to work 
out just what the real event was, 
with more than 5Q vehicles per- 
forming cartwheels in the sand 
behind the leading horses. 

Sheikh Mohammed was hap- 
py to sit just off the pace among 
the 40 or so competitors, even- 
tually finishing joint sixth before 
plonking himself down on the 
floor to tuck into a meal with 
family and guests in clear view 
of anyone who cared to ogle. 

The winner, Hassan bin All 
had arrived to a great fanfare and 
an embrace from Sheikh Mo- 
hammed's oldest son. Sheikh 
Rashid. There was no prize 
money for Hassan, just the ho- 
nour of becoming the UAE’s 
representfve in next year's world 
championship, which the Emi- 
rates are hoping to host. The 
game may have moved on, as 
they say, but there would be no 
more Siting stage as the race-or- 
ganiser, Faisal Seddiq, explained. 

“Our forefathers and the it’s 
before them used to stage 
marathon endurance tests, es- 
pecially during weddings of 

Bedouins and royals, or any nn- 



Sheikh Mohammed (2nd left) during yesterday^ test in Dubai Photograph: Mukash Kamal 


portanf people who could afford 
to give something to the others." 

As far as the good sheikh was 
concerned, Seddiq said: “He al- 
ways takes part, and he’s one of 
the good, disciplined riders. 
I'm sure he was attempting to 


qualify for the world champi- 
onship - he’s keen." 

The race had started at 6am 
and was stOl going 12 hours lat- 
er. The star stayed just long 
enough to answer one question 
about the UK: “I think the right 


time to talk about that will be at 
the Dubai World Cup," Sheikh 
Mohammed said, looking for- 
ward to the richest race in the 
world in March. “That way 1 can 
talk to many people," he added, 
and with that he was gone. 


McCoy feasts 
on Beeno 

Tbny McCoy continued his phe- 
nomenal run of success when 
riding the fastest 150 winners in 
a season on Deano’s Beeno at 
Bangor yesterday, like 92 oth- 
er McCoy winners this season, 
Deano's Beeno is trained tty 
Martin Pipe. "Having Lhe Pipe 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Gaelic Blue 
(Catterick 1.00) 

NB: Friendly Knight 
(Towcester 3.10) 

horses to ride makes my job a 
lot easier,” McCoy said. 

• The Royal SunAlliance 
Chase hope Tullymuny Toff is 
out for the season after crack- 
ing a bone in his knee 

• William HiD are to sponsor the 
National Hunt Handicap Chase 
at the Cheltenham Festival. 

• The BHB has agreed that 
Racelech, the provider of rac- 
ing's integrity services, can be 
sold to the Racecourse Associ- 
ation for £1, rather than to PhD 
Information Ltd, which runs the 
Gambit race-ratings service on 
the Internet, for £50,000. 
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TOWCESTER 


HYPERION 

12-40 D’Naan 2.40 Bracey Run 

1.10 Strong Vision 3.10 Captain Khedive 

1.40 Lansdowne 3.40 Miner's Bill 

2.10 Boots Madden 

GOING: Chan course - Good to Soft Hurries - Soft 

• Right-hand. unAJaitoq droit Run-In of 140yd 

• Cotna is on AS south-east ot town. Bus service tram Northampton rai staborv AO- 
MISSION: Crib CTZ (QAPsCri); Tattarsate EB (OAPa E4J; Course ES. CAR PARK: Cen- 
tre of course £2; remainder free 

• LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: 0 Mchoteon 28 wbnere from 68 rumors 
gives a success ratio ot 412%, O Brennan ti-TG (vt3%L K BaBey 12-64 £22%). Mrs 
J Pitman MS (23.1%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: M Brennan 16 winners from m rides gives a success ratio 
Of 144%, N WHtamson 0-60 {217%). A P McCoy 12-53 (226%), R Dunwoody Tl-55 
(20%). 

• FAVOURITES: wfi from 460 fares <383%} 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Lanbson (1240). Ever SmUs (MCj. 

19 Aft) NORTHAffTS 96 TURKEY SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,375 added 2m Penalty value £1,979 

1 3P-TM D*NAAN (115) (Mrs P B Biowie) M Ppe 4 O 0 A P McCoy 8 

2 (P6S0 MY MANN DUNDALK (17) (Its BJ Offer) BCktfeyBTf 2 GHognp) 

3 36000- MM5TBYS MADAM p7S)(D) (JNevfe)J Nads Bn 0 XQaSCcrabe V 

4 A5M6 THE EXECUTOR (B8) (Jade Joseph) RO&taw 7 1)12 CUawaByn 

5 5A-30 SALE5QNG (7) (D) (John Whyte) J Wtyto 8 fi 9 IbRWUtoy® 

6 3*tKJ2 LANCS! (USA) (10) (A CW Pita] R Judas 5 10 7 Gary Lyons 

7 423U5 MARG1 BOO (13) (SB I Raring) Harvard 4 07 R Johnson 

6 04-3 BJQJSH 8WADSI (t5) (Ms Sheley Dwyer) C Dwyer 6 1) fi Jfr K R CTRyan (7) 

9 -043F4 «IBSHSPMlER(1QnwytadBtaod^MslMiGB6«5 JCutoty 

V Q2B/D- LAWSON (502) (D) (hr Hd)J taros B B0 NWBbmonB 

11 MOWS CBJ1C L1LEY (31) (Mrs JETayta) R Hoad 7 00 H Farrar* B 

12 2B-RFB LOFTY DEED (USA) (7) (D) (Ms C Meta) Ms CHds 7 DO. RBtareiy 

O 0600- ANNABEL'S BABY (279) fR J Ftete) D Write BCD WManton 

- 13 dodmd- 

MMmun nepr 10tL Hub hanOnp weight lambtoi 9at 120. CaMc (Ay fid HA Lofly Dead fid 
61b. Annabel's Baby9st5Bi 

BETTING: 7-2 Lancet; 4-1 OTmaa, >1-2 EogOth lander, 6-1 My Mrai Art Danctak, 15-2 Very) Boa, 
8-1 WsWi Sptanw, 10-1 lataw'sltaka, ivi Tbs Exscuta, IM Lantern, tefctmg, 26-1 Ceittc 
Utey.50-1 otters 

1396: Arntatartraa 4 05 L CUnretas (7) 8-1 (E Alston) ti ran 
FORM GUIDE 

My Man In PureWs term this o aa a on has Qrvantttte cause far ancotragement yet is 
stl batter then it was before he brouflW home the Christmas money at Hereford last year: 
A market move wodd have to be acted upon. Durian hvariaWy wins hte races from the 
front and that isrrt going to be easy on thta stiff cause under top weight It may nert siit 
Margi Boo. either. The grata is tady to be e lot more demanding than when she threw 
sway a wiving chance against Sals Legend here last month when pecktog at the sec- 
ond last With mil forecast this course is the test piece tor Tlie Executor, and although 
Minster's Madam shoiJd get the grain) she wants, ttve is more Rraly to concern Laicsr 
and ENGLISH INVADER Lancer wres having his test run In ages at Hereford last month 
and flapped up on that by making a race of It with Galoping Guns at LuSow ten days 
ago The softer const) staid suit ten even more and fteri-ptecad DonldressforcSmer 
won at Bwtgor yeMerdqi Engfch Invader. qute W£ily tried in to® rue tor Reg AkBtast 
lest season, has sinae nrede hta mark as an a%weather Flat handcapper and ran hia best 
race owr twites so far whan topped foto a safer at Rontwefl IS days ago He traveled 
realy welfor much of the trip when third behind Waethar Wee and is geatty assisted by 
smart amatew Kevin Oflyan who takes Ns weght below KJsL Sullsong’s wins haw been 
on sharp courses Ska Fakanham and Warwick. S elec ti o n: S4GUSH INVADER 


fi - l7%l DOWER GREEN HOLLY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5£0Q 
I l,lu l added 2m 6f Penalty Value £4,317 

1 35641- BALDDOUGAN (220) (C) <1*5 flette krihtw) B Ma#le» 9 Tl 5 A ThO/TiDn V 

2 COM3 BANK AVQflJE (12) (S D ftanaocfc) U Wman 5 titi W Wanton 

3 P33P4 CAMB0 (USA) (12) (C) (D) (U efforts) M Bants 11 ti E D Bridge** 

4 5CF02 CLDNT0URA (24) (M&MsJctrPoynion)lW*am9t)'C A P McCoy 

5 42-33* DAWTE3 CAVALIER (J3)(D)(BF){WH Dcra) DGanddfa7 BO BDumoody 

6 312-53 BfTEFAAL(USAHl^(q[MrsMBrygtoC7Kdy)JKlng6f)12. JOAoty 

7 U51- MANVH!(291)(l*sChrisioptaHaTxry)A'fi»nel5Tltt L Harvey 

8 PU34-B ORPHAN SPA (14) (Mra S Isylorl G LfcCcul 6 1) C MARbgerald 

9 0633 ROSS DANCER (17) (C)(POlougf*iJJS Man 5 012 JWsgM(3) 

D ZSrZS SCOTBYCaajMp) W)MsEBGflfdta)RBudta7 0 0 BffoweB 

II 53 &- SWRKLWG CONE (306) (Ms U tam) Mss V WBare S 1) O NMtanson 

C 2im; STRONG VISION (583) QFWBucheri)KBMey SOU MrWsUey^ 

0 F2M6 WTAGE CLARET (14) (Mra JFKalJJ Gftitf fl 012 PHb* 

14 6/ TST0N MSHA8ALL (513) (Ms Joan Tesj kks P Robesm 7 07 MRfchgrds 

6 JDPOP- TINKER'S CUSS (29q (Alai Bren) A P Jones 6 07 SMcNoM 

-ISdsdned- 

BETTINCk 11-4 Dentn Csvrtec 1« Bank Amue, 6-1 SprtSng Cons, 6-1 OortwW, 9-1 Strong 
Vision, 11-1 Seotby, 12-1 DitstnN, IImm, 14-1 VUagt CM. 16-1 BMydougsn, 20-1 otbers 
OB6: WMtabob 7 0 12 M A Rizgerald 7-2 (N Hendasonl C ran 
FORM GUIDE 

DANTES CAVALIER b faced vrnh a sdfter test Ot stanine tor the tat time owr fences 
and it staid bring out the best In Im Three previous attempts have al been promfong 
but hto hurttes wBi last season was over a sighdy longer trip than this and this swf course 
ana satwr gmxtd b wtat ha tieaty naeds. Bank Avmua made ha chasTQ Oetxa over 
thecowseandrtatanceQdaysagoandshapedprontan^ywittihisthirdbehndRaka- 
zona Beau after mektag the nmwg inti the second laaL While hel improve on that and 
wont be hard to place, he feces qurta a kxmdable opponent in Dantes Cavaler. Scotby 
e capable of a tot bettor than he 3 shown in two a t tempt s over fences He ts an out-and- 
out stayer who Bros the mud and things should be taAcr-made for him here Ckxrtoura 
threw away any dance he had aganst IMuidering Ugfrt at Ludow by hengfog vtolentty 
left on the rutin. If he looted urtucky it dmid be remembered he wes getting 2Sto from 
the winner, who was also nearly out of it with a bad mistake down the tar stoa Stayng 
hutfer BMhI and wirrtog Irish pon-to-pdntere Strong Vision f« particular) and Man- 
ver tew chances. Selection: DANTES CAVALER 

snl BROADWAYS STAMPINGS CLAIMING HURDLE (CLASS 
l,4U l F) £2,575 added 2m 5f Penalty Value £2.105 

1 (0633 SECOND RDOLE (12) (0 Sennsny 0 arsman 7 n 7 MBraran 

2 003-E LANSDOWNE (19) (BF) (R F Detmad) P Ncbob 0 11 6 LCunsn»n*(5) 

3 30Di6l MAUVE FELD (1^ (D J Wfraiei D WrSe 0 n 3 _-.W Maraton 

* P/F3K EVER91EE (HI) (7) (Cfeto LEstrange) M Rpe 0 11 0 A P McCoy B 

5 60602 SEXTONS MIRROR (15) (Mervyn J&en^j T tales 5 T1C._ . DGa&gta 

B -21260 CASTLE SECRET (19) (Vra Biretef) D BoWI h t) H DJBuchaB 

7 PP-606 M1LLY LE MOSS (9) (R J Erirteyj R6*feyBT)6 ._WrS OuraeA (5) B 

B C3EPR DSaSJVESRCE (693) Ikin Whyte) J Why* B 05 JGokfetski(7) 

9 PTtiP/ NOatE(USA)(l3aj)(BF)(JCGattreth)LLingo905 RSuppto 

O 6UF3P SPA KHXY (23) (J A Pcterrgj J Pud’Emg 9 B 5 ...CLImratyn 

it 2R1FP/ SVrmiNG(122fil (?S»eeajiqi jaidgerS C5 — . .- . RFwrsnt 

H 350&-2 FORTUNES ROSE (12) (i*s A JGsrren) J Khg5<)3 - ICdWy 

-12dscbrad- 

BETTING: 2-1 Lansdotms, 9^ Castle Secret 11-2 Native Rsld, 6-1 Ever SmJb. 132 Second Hd- 
dla, 10-1 Noddto. 12-1 Fortunes Rosa. 14-1 Saxton's Mhnu 25-1 ttfhers 
XMS- Rcberty lee 0 1> o Pl*w awe tsv (Mra M Revetoy) n an 
FORM GUIDE 

A confirmed soft-grouid speesfist who stays wl LANSDOWNE was wmntng easiy in 
sfedar company at Piunpton onta bfendenng a the last and looted al set to totow 14} a 
Haydock unB co&sr&d on the run-m Oy Nath* Field. The wmer clamed for a berg an 
£3000 after the race, tacos a difficult tas* n tryrg to cor*m the form or ISb worse 
terms. Tte success story the season and been the resurgence of Owen Brennans yard 
and he mam Second Fiddle slapped up on a promsing oaymg-on ttiira behind Besse 
Browne over this tffo at Hmfeigdon by ruswig Pnmtfnre Heert to a neck in a hanofcap al 
Wfotherby Although that was off a handicap rabng ot 75 and Lansdowne was rared rt7 
at Haydock. there is unfflrafy to be that much between them. Nothsig e better treated by 


the race conditions than CaeUe Secret a 123 horse me last tree he ran. The n-yearoid 
to stB capable of decent form but seems to prefer the ground on top despite horfeg won 
in tBsbng dota ti ons n tha past Ever Smile is nicaly in 0 his best the trouble befog ho 
hasn't been at his best snee rebanfog after a season ofl and is bring toed in bHrarsi 
One to watch, nevertheless. Fortunes Rosa came tte closest she has so far when run 
out of it by Lyphartfb Fable at Chepstow an her reappearance. She gets a healthy I7to 
from Lansdowne. but it would be a lot more in a hatacap. Noddle has been oft tor the 
best part of four years and tfiafS a mighty big hanetcep to overcome 

Selection: LANSDOWNE 

[O' in} LAD BROKE MISTLETOE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
” lu l £7,500 added 3m If Penalty Value £5,272 

1 201-2 POUCHES (23) (D)(BF) (Mrs A LIWoodkT Finer 7 rife SWynre 

2 M-F42 CATC RUN (19) (C)(D) (I*b Am Key) J UpSrii 9 11 2 RSra>ple 

3 4462-2 SPECIAL ACCOUNT (13) (D) (fcny Fforfcl C Bvwei T1 10 tl B Fenton 

4 2VWJ3 CffllSlAL TONIC (17) (Starlet Ruq) DGnUto DTI 9 RDnwoody 

5 TTV4-1 BOOTS MAODBI (62) (L J A Ptfops) Mss V Mams 7 1] 7 JtWfflsn»«i 

6 M&62 NATIVE VENTURE pi) (N U Cocoran) T Carey 9 04 0 Griegfe* 

7 u-334 HLLTTBX(12) (CO) (MreEKBfej KBehop it T) 2 LKarvey 

B 221-43 LAV rT0f?(17)(qUG O’Neil) JGONaiSDO S Curran 

9 334P-2 DOLDCOS(9) (T H Cakkel) T Crideel t M 0 Mdiaai Brane (3) 

-Sdecferad- 

BETtMG: 7-4 Boats lladdan. 62 Pouctal 1-2 Oenenllbnlc, 6-1 Cats Run, 13-2 Native Venture, 
6-1 Lay BOIL 11-1 Special AccowA, 1^1 HUTltx.25-1 OoHns. 

S96: Prteb Hi 9 « f) C ODwyer 4-1 (K Baiey) 12 ran 

FOB il GUIDE 

fosh pcrt-to-pont winner BOOTS MADDEN, irbeafen In he lest free starts, two branpers 
and a hudle raoe, last season, took to fences Ns a duck to water at WbroestBr at the end 
of September Jranping wet he already tied things under cotfeol when left wel dear at 
the final fence. Inexperienced or not he looks a natural and may have got into this hand- 
icap fghtly. General Tonic, also a wrrkig point -tD-parrter, sipped on landng over the 
first and unseated his rider here last month on his chasing debut He was given lima to 
get his eye xi at Worcester next tfoiB and was stayfeg on nlceiy without ever being stale 
to trouble Escartefigue and Denham FED. There is Mriy to be a fair bit of improvement In 
him. Foucher needed tha run at Worcester an ti& reappearance and was ixiaUe to ghre 
Sophie May a smne. Tte more rain tte better for hen and he staid go wel with that run 
behnd him Cots Run had a horrible tan at Wetherby on his comeback and has been let 
down by his Jumping In two subsequent outings. He'd go dose with a deer round espo- 
aa*y as Special Account, dsappoxiting after txs first outing fed season, was no match 
tar Maiwood Castle at Exefer on his return 13 days ago. Selection: BOOTS MADDEN 

\0 An \ LEVY BOARD SANTA CLAUS NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £2,925 added 2m Penalty Value £2,828 

1 4 BALLET HIGH (13) (Lady Lloyd tether) N Hendason < O E. MAfttgeraU 

2 2,3 SIACEYIUt(13) (Doiiieprr)] JCU7TM2 CU —Myn 

3 P422-3 BUILDBIBOY pifl (Gj Jcnes) SBrocte»»7 OG ,._S Wynne 

4 0 CARRS tSLAI® (33) (EiteytalJ &flord 5 BE WaeBba(7) 

5 6-5 CELTIC SEASON (22) (Fixr NO lhirpsPartnerto^ Mss KKri^tSVG JCdtoty 

6 CLASSIC EAGLE (F57) (desa: Bborfcfoek Rd Ms D tern « OB GBndhy 

7 0 DRAGONS BACK (14) (Ms J Scudder) D CT&en 4 ® G AlrS Duracfc(5) 

8 2D- F0RimBHJGHTpafl(Mr8AJGarTat)JKng4GG — A F McCoy 

9 1- GO CAHOOTS (USA] (271) (M Bartd S JMoreton) ATunel4T>G Cffee(7) 

0 a I DO THE JOKES (1001) (Ccin Frreei) T Casey 7BC ,A Thorton 

Ti P LEAD STOW (3) (MC Berks) MBeris4GG 1 Lawrence 

nr 1-3 UBiftR DANCSI (89) /El) fBF) (fl A H fWrrs) P EWfon 5 O G C Maude 

O 22-OP MARBLE CITY (149) (IfcfcdmCDenmafli) MP4men4 f>G -BPowel 

1* 4 BADDTS STORM (19) (Uss WtotHMBrtoeBW S Dow5 BG DBrfegwriar 

B 604 THE GADRY (17) (T W H Dancsr) C Jcnes 5 B G G Hogan (3) 

* 40- BO»LDfVB»ON(FW)(nefwiJOeeri(FfoeRrianB*))MPfoe4»7 JJduMM 

17 6 SAMWOOOp) (U RPascal) Jadger4 07 RFrarart 

ti SHRLEY VBITURE (F240) (M F C A Ud} Mss V y*are 4 13 7 .NWffiaraeon 

-ttdedMd- 

BETTM& 5-2 aacsy Am, IM Baler Hlgtu 6-1 Go Cehoott. »1 Cede Sbbbor. «M BaSdar'e 
Boy; Shutey Venture. 11-1 Fortune* FB^d, 12-1 Umw Donees 16-1 others 
1996 Ftod Barer 5 H C J Dsbome 9-4 1» (MssH Kright) titan 


FORM GUIDE 

Royal Dhrareion has been placed on the Rat since faSng to come up to npedallons in 

two nets ovbt hurdtes last eaason and can no doubt knprawe. Bunper horses Forhaiee 
Fight, Go Cahoots and Lunar Dancer are at good prospect* whfa Paddys Storm had 
a nice foboduction to hurfifog at Warwick. Nona. ot them wi be herd to ptaca but two 
that stand out head and shoutoare are BaAet High and BRACEY RUR As a three-year- 
ofo cn the Fk* Balet Hrft made the frame h altour of hfe maldans lor Ian BakJlng and 
Ms fourth behfod Fpiydantoe at Newbcry on Ms hurttog debut® days ago was Ms firat 
run totoe. If he twfrrt trade a rriatata at toe final light ha would have pipped the loafii 
And&rato lor thhl Bracey Rui was also coming beck trom time out when third behtod 
Country Beau atSendovm G days ago on his first attampt rarer hurdles. Slrkaty on the 
book the form isn't as good as Bate* HghK but wfiaf catfrf toe eye mos &w wsy he kept 
nwwwn on from an fenposabto position. He obviously possesses an abundance ol sta- 
rrana and this rouse should sut him admkabfy. Bol«ctlon: BRACEY RLKI 

|o m] CHRISTMAS CRACKER HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
iU l £4,950 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £3,308 

1 3469= CAPTAHt KHB3CVE (1^ (□) (Khed« Partier^fo) G McCast 9 G 0 D Bridgsefer 

2 2H/B2 PETETIS PARSON &Z) (D) (WE SSulJ J Cid 8 71 Tl— JIAFtagsrafe 

3 RIR-O RBENDUf KMGHT(2)(D)(BF)(lfcrttJctitiOn)lksA£Jcbnson7G3 — R Johnson 

4 2P2 tl IWILiAMBfTXJHAN (38) (CD) (J G M WHO*) T Caser 8 D 3 .DOMaghor 

-atodfesd- 

BETTlNfl: 54 Pafe Tha Parson. 13-8 PMlamenttr b n, 11-2 Qfetoln Khcdhre. 15-2 Friendly KnlflhL 
1996: Befeson 7 tl 1 B ftresl &4 tav (R Buekta) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

PETE THE RARSON, although looking frely to come off second best to Donjon CoL 
tongss when they both came down ri the second last at Chepstow; was stt in ths process 
of rurnfog a good race Tha was only his second run back after mteskig a s eason and 
he shorid have better luric on a course thri staid suit and with the grouid to his Bdng. 
Having won easiy here fo October, PerAorantartan took a tang tine to get on tap at 
Fbntwel next fine but thalb only because he needs a stittor test of stamra than that 
couse previdas. He gals enoo^iwei^Tt from f^te Tte Parson to make a racstrfiL Friend- 

ly Knight Isn't the most co-operative of anhnafe. It needsd soma stiff reminders to get 
him to race at Windsor an his reappearance and he wasnT on his best behaviou at Foto- ; 
stone on Tuesday. He couldrit be trusted waft you hard earned and it has to be top- 
weitfit Captton Khedva, h the process of runrtog by fer Its best race in a whle when 
taing four out at Leicester last time, who 'e tte bro* danger 

Selection: PETE THE PARSON 

|o An) IVY STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
J,w l (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m Penalty Value £1,392 

1 AHDHMiAN(IMon]Raongfocapomd)MraJP*Tan4fl4 REsma* 

2 0- BEHTTE BAVARQ (280) (R Johnson Hou^rnn) G Jahnson Houghton 5 tl 4 _A Thornton 

3 0 C Q BOY (36) (C D Wortham Ud) G ItaCttrt 4 n 4 DBrifowiar 

4 5- DEPUTY IEAD6R (222) 0F) (NBriuy itacehorie Owner^ NHetdnon 5 11 4 

U A Fitzgerald 

5 3 FATHER MCCARTBt (12) (MataOfoiC Dermarii) U Penan 4 11 4 NPoeefl ' 

6 5 LORD UAX (13) (Mra S L RcherdEcn) Mrs 5 Rcterdson 5 11 4 ifrSDraackP) 

7 0 MARKET SPffNGBI (12) (GWPytaQj Libra 011 4 GBndfey 

6 2 MN DTS BILL (24) (WMi Raring) J i&ig 6 Tl 4 JCMf 

9 FFPRR. M05rvnALGSO)(MaprRPThofflnsnjWGMTimr61l4 u JGokMHn(7) 

X) OBLITHIATE & Ms John ffoyrion) I VAam3 5 11 4 A P McCoy 

n QWCKSWOOO (Haney SpadtJC Brawel 4 fl4 B Niton 

G RUSSELL ROAD 0As L Raid) DNchokon511 4 RMtotoyfl) 

C THE PROUD POUND (lldwIJUM^R Qsts 8 tl 4 — JPBridnuMfT) 

M WARMNG BOARD (TMJonsMT Jones Gil 4 DOrifegfov 

B CALLIOPE (R EGUtia) A CfeinlSV 13 WHsMon 

ti 9- RAMimONP71)(lRBrwrn) I Browi Static Mr A Brown 

V SECOND AI&IDUBIT(SkUclad Comal) Lady Comt 4 VX) UrPScoO 

fi 0 SfARP PRACTICE (17) (JGONea) JGONel 5 DO SCurre 

-lldsdarad- 

BETIVIQ: 9-2 NHisr McCariau, IObbTs B 8L 5-1 RussMI Road, 11-8 Dqioty Lredtc, 8-1 AnMonan, 
1H OUtarats, f«-1 The ftaadRBw420-t Strife Bward, 25-1 CD Boy Lord Mn;lhaftctSprfegto 
Qrdckswood, Warning Board, Cafltope, Strep Practice, 33-1 others 
S9Q: fttacahi 5 11 8 G Hogan P) 7-2 (Ms J Nman) e ran 


CATTERICK 


JP 




IlNG 


fl 


HYPERION 

12.30 Be Brave 1.00 Gaelic Blue 1.30 Fen 
Terrier 2.00 Deel Quay 2.30 Swynford Pride 
(nb) 3.00 FENWICK’S BROTHER (nap) 3.30 
Over The Beck 

GOING: Gcwd. 

• Left-hand course mUHtag and rfarp. 

® Couse is NW ottown on ABOBL Dsrtogton Mm - bus service to 
course. ADftBSSKM: Club Tbttereats £7; Course £250 (ifodsr 
tis fcee to endoBures). CAR PARK: Reserved area £2. remainder tea 

• LEAD MG 7HAMEHS: Ato U Rewfey H-71 06351* Mrs S Smith 
M3 (143%). K Morgan M7 piB%), J FtodGenU B-39 P0S%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: T Bred tF72 (09%). B Storey 8-123 (55%). 
£ Callaghan 7-40 (]75%lTE]ey 5*21 (23BK4 P Carberry 5-25 (20%). 

• FAVOURITES: 100-307 (32£%L 
BUNKERED FIRST TUIC: None. 

a o q nl LEVY BOARD HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3flQ0 added 3m If 110 yds 

1 412-06 CLAAE5WAN (22) M IbmpfciB 5 GO. R Thorton 

2 36? -0 TUJY (33) (CO) A StrariBr 7 GO TBayV 

3 3120-3 HIGHLAND PARK (10) R Ctoggs I1 11 2 ECatogton 

4 35631 CASH BOX (17) T Carr 9 112 NStoh 

5 «2Jfi P0WtEVEDRA(8S)K Morgan 4 GO ASSrntb 

e PB-S3 DBJIWRV»BI<1SJNoSSn*i7tiG Raws) 

7 P34M BEBRAYE(1?)Ta»fo0cn7tl8 LWysr 

B 2P0iO6 RONONTTff MJN(9) JJOAr7t)4 — C McCormack p) 


SOUTHW ELL 

HYPERION 

IISOYboman Oliver 12^0 Godmersham Park 
12 J 0 Whitley Grange Boy I^KJngtJjp ^y 
1^0 Deerly 2^0 Primary CokHirs JL50 Lady 
Laphroalg 3^0 Shadow Jury 

GCJMG: Standatl STALLS: 5J & to? Bf - cunride. rest - instaa 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Nona , ml _ 

• Fibresand surface: left-hand sharp, ____ 

S Ctourofe Sm w 0# Newark. Ftolestotv 

Dfemond CUj £4, und«-16e fre^^ AR 

• leading 

• LEADWG JOCKEYS: J Orton 46 wfoslror^i^ 

Success rate of B%: Dean 

• FAVOumra: S5l rare " P 15 ®*: 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: CambrMge Blue (vrau-eur 

Benyetaa Wtt (wsared) (15Q ; Atsan (3201 

m-KnoivFR IDLE CLAIMING STAKES 
113-50 1 (CLASS F) (DIV I) £3 ’ 30 ?, a jS^ n 1 1 J I B 

1 230456 B 

2 329021 SAJUTOGARmW w£ ^?Jfa tG ffe*»r(R12V 

3 505294 aBnjMCgl^^.SStaSBIl MWto«9V 

i sr ss^aB®s*asf .nasw 

B BXXXP |^4fl3_TWBB«ni4 

9 252063 _ MwtelhWW V» B 

n 250400 WARPDRIVECT ' - DDSM3 

“ M Boki AristoWL *■* *•*■ 

I WofT l AVOW HANDICAP <CWSS f) (DIV I) 

lif^lE3^00 Bt , 0 .AMcc«ivP)3 

I SS SSSSBS SSSSi* ri 


9 04/R3- SPRING CALL (270) Ctfogson 7 til NBsrtley 

B *62*1 CHBm POKEY P7SJ DAkW fi BO BStorey 

11 551-43 NnESPWTE(49)R8Bri7®0 STkytor{5) 

-lldedand- 

BETTOG: 3-1 Bs Brave. 4-1 DUto Ryraai; 5-1 Ctalrasirer. 11-2 Cash Box. 
7-1 7Sry, 8-1 Poatendra. 12-1 HfoWsraJ fferir. U-1 otters 

l-Tnnl Race club 1998 ‘join now* h'cap 

l,w l CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 3m If 1 1 0yds 

1 4F« UND9TS LOTTO (18) GFtahacdfr Bit G — BHrmtogpi 

2 P0523 WUOBIP(l2)(a3)iesJSswy8T:3 Mr C Storey 

3 Faffi/ THE BUD CLU3(B18)(D)U Camacho 9 113 — Pfflwn 

4 1F1M GAELIC BUIE (5) (D) Ste S Snch7 71 2 ..RGuest 

5 fl3-2F RWERUNSHON(TB}(BF) JH Johnson 7 r l PCsrtwty 

6 SD46- HEAVHfiT QTIZat (2S) J QeSscr 9 fi S K Johnson 

7 0402-5 SUPfflSAHDrWFVWlunafiO .ajtorey 

-7dedfead- 

Mfoimun ee^hc 10s. True hzntiicapvogteSupsr Sand/ SsrSP 
8ETTWG: 9-tRhrer Utehtan, 11-4 Linden's Lotto. 4-1 Gee8c Bhra. 6-1 
Wixftnp, 7-1 the Bud Club, 12-1 Heavanty Ctibsn, 16-1 Super Sandy. 

l -f ' on AMPLEFORTH HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,750 added 2m 

t «541 FENTERRER (33) (CD) F f.firiagh 5 G 0 — BHartfogp) 

2 2G54 DIAMOND BEACH (81 (D) GMUaas4 “ 2 NBerafey 

3 643S3 SYLVAN SABRE (15) (D) D Srer 8 n 2 -RMcGratop) 

4 0401-6 UJCKY BEA (26) (CO) M WEassty 4 Ti “ — PCfoberry 

5 4®22 SOWABEN (IQ (CD) F Stcrey 9 fi G BStorey 

6 454-55 PWJOT FAIR (M) (CO) D Barter 4 GB. F Guest 

7 -2202 H0BB8 CHOICE (37) (D) G WMwree C6-JCtoaghaiiV 

-7 declared - 

BETTING: 6-4 Fen Tferiec 4-1 Dbmond Beach, 92 Hobbs Chrica 6-1 
Scaraben. 152 Syrian Sabre. 12-1 Lucky Bea, 14-1 Priddy Fair 


3 06004 GKDp4)(D)JPotta«39« D Bigg* 8 

4 03300* TWUWtD(B)V/Mu399 Martin Dwyer 12 

5 tiOKO <MW£SEA(8HCO)BBajcfo399.. - _ -RPatem4 

6 0OM5 CHALUZ(1C3(Cn)KEk*te397 GParkfo(3)2 

7 333400 JACK SAYS (10) D9rer395 G FMtasr (5) 11 B 

8 5050B1 Q0CMSSHA44PAH(p4)(C) Prri5SS5?-: JXenUcKeawrS 

9 fi05G5 JIGSAW BOY (27) (CD) P (irpfry e 3 i SDrwnel 

V 40000 ZAMDANCS}(in9<C)(D)DNrica5 93 Alex Groves 13 

11 TM400 CAHNDKU(J2$DS*ter392. TYYifiamslO 

C SfiOOO HOHMASTICp4)tqna9Th=mpson4 92VHriBday15V 

0 OEOOOO AHYia»f(1B)(QJHVV6m49l AMeekay6V 

14 00438 CL0N0EWB>V®n390 AUeGfow7 

ti 056048 DARK l£NAC£ (3) (0) EWteefe£8G-5Carson{7)16B 
ti TKtoi Qamn*E JOIN M (CD) J Paries 4 3 G-SYiWtwerth 14 B 

KT7WG 4-1 Gufeiaraham Ite*. 11-2 »a IM Wwind, Jfieaw Boy. 
7-1 CtoQM, 8-1 Gebtere^Un Oarw, 10-1 others 

lio cnl CUCKMERE HANDICAP (CLASS F) 

1 £3^00 added 1m Gf 

1 Q50TO WWU£Y GRANGE BOY PI) (CDa=)JLSjre4fi0_0PB«n3 

2 63444- MONDRAGON (487) (□) Iks U Reeiey 7 3 * SCopc (5) 5 

3 40480 PHARCf DANCHtptitCOBR WHap»B9 C.G Partto p) B 

4 Q fffo M RONQUtSTA (TOR (78) 3Ham392- Sftwra? 

5 -05000 PARONOMASIA (10) JL HaraS S 9. RWnto»(5)10 

6 0002) TAM OtiHANTBI (150) CThantoi 3S9 -Dem McKeown 11 

7 ^0*00 SH^STN 6S4) J Partes 388 S Whitworth 9 

8 DOOCfi NOTATION (Z3)(C05DOiaprral 3 €5. -.^McCarthy (7) 7 

S 00000 DAFTODiLES J RSS (J231 U Rjan <31 DSfo9*12 

ti 046052 COURSE HSHWG (71) BifcMafon 680 . L Newton 6 

it 500-00 DOUBLE ECHO (20) J Seta B 7 13 TWBJ*w4 

C 648000 RUNIC SYMBOL pS)«3bnsfara 6 7 G-- 

13 060506 AL AVA CONSONANT (20) J Bemel 27 3 PDoe(7)3 
— 13 doctkfld ~ 

Mten»B»iogte7ri »0& Tn»/wsScapi«SttA/A.aCraBorarBto5fli 

BETTING: 2-1 PtahY Gr anga Boy. 7- 3 Mor tag oc. 

Mwig- B-1 Naatcn. 16-1 Sheete. DodMs Echo. ZO-1 c4hera 

nrorTl RIVER IDLE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
n piv il) £3^00 added im 

i *»«cw JW^)WAUZER(19^(!CDlDNch*532.AlreGisa«3 

I J0SBWSWB«pim(CDBHJfttetrt39O.flC0lfo*elB 
f <^0 WNGCW BOY OGtHSW "11^89 -: 

i g laBsaBSia:'” ■ 

B m DAVtSflDCKCTWUuSBfi. .. Jg, 1 * 

9 ooosn 

ti ODOOM 

II 63600 

c tyxsen 

3 0W6D 


jft|IAK»BI«£{W(CD) f - rtA - fa <y cf,g ‘ 1 N&tfefete 


nnl ST PAULS MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS F) 

,M YJ £3,500 added 2m 3f 

1 OOHW ABSOLUTE FOUY (7) MsSSnanfinS .RW«nson(5) 

2 622QP- ARTHUR BS (2S8) BBa^eta fin 5 C McCormack (5) 

3 005- CHASING DREAMS (272) C Gartfi 11 5 . . .BStorey 

t Otr-e DSL QUAY (1^ M5 J Buddey 6 11 5 - .. XAHpuni (5) 

5 F06-3: HJSTONE (49) J Crm 5 h 5 .. . RThonton 

6 MhiS JOEJAGGER(i5) MHamranl6 tl 5 RGretiy 

7 04506 MULLINS (41) E 1 Mriiart 6 it 5 - .. DJMottstt 

6 00- ORBITAL BOY (294) R Lw 5 11 5 . LWju 

9 2036 RADICAL REFORM (SO) N Mason B h 5. . KJohneon 

ti C2P-3F WHTEGATBS 1YUJE (68) J h Johnson 5 n 5 ASSmiti 

~ 10 decreed - 

BETHNa 3-1 Rwfical Reform, 4-1 JoeJegger.s-l Edatone.6-1 Wtuto- 
gfore Wtito. B-1 Deel Quay. Oriental Boy. 10-1 Mufina. IM others 

)0 rtn) ABRAHAM TRANSPORT NOVICE HUR- 
g,Ju l DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 3f 

: ALL THE GAS Us A NaugMon 6 fi C ttrT JBtury (7) 

2 «05 COME ON BUSH (15) J Upson * O C Claire Pierrot (7) 

3 02-00 CONNS. 5 CROFT (751 T Kedav 5 ti C Guy Lews (3) 

4 222-5 WGT LIGHT (4^ J J Cwnr 5 fi G LYtyw 

= C55-« NOBNER DAN (21) (BF) G RcnanB6 fi 0 BHartSng(3) 

t 0 PIN MONY (9) Mra S Srefo 5 fi G RGuea 

7 1-6 POINT REYES (26) J Cubs 5 ti C RThonton 

6 00504= SNOOTY ESKBiO H7) J HaBaie 5 fi C £ Crilaghnn 

9 10323 SWYNFORD PHIOE (12) J Herheron 50 G. D Byrne 
fi CZKP TAKEC0VBK5) U -fomptaB 6 ti C PCaibeny 

" 1-2 WHAT A FfiJDLSI 05) T fe -r O C . RGamtiy 

G DO WlUEHOfWE(10)WS«Svrae4i0t2 P Niven 

G 0-055 ARCTIC AFFAH 091 K Morgan J fi 7 ASSmiti 

a 00030 CEEJAYELL (10) N Oambenan 4 1) 7 BStorey 

ti P LADYLANDS (6) (Ass S YJJfamicn 4 07 JSuppfe 


M 20-300 WTEOWL RAIDER (87) (C) U Vftrtfl 4 8 T Defe Gibson 12 
ti fiS'O PRAGE BE (FR) (201 D Oapman 732 A McCtohy (7) 11 
ti c XOVPLETEiy (77) J Nevto37 1£ AMadrayfl 

-16ifedaiwl- 

BETT1NG: 4-1 Pine Ridge Led. 5-1 Rambo VYataw, 6-1 Davis Rock. 7-1 
Joseph's Ware. 8-1 Eton Ledger. 10-1 Potgwyraw. 12-1 others 

ra ~ 5 Sl AVON HANDICAP (CLASS (DIV II) 
( J " W J £3,300 added 7f 

1 Z0ESO PET EXPRESS (16*1 (CD) P 3 00 P Goode (7) 11 

£ -00400 PROUD MONK (55) |D) M R Bosfey 4 9 n TBprata* 

3 &es» SHADS OF LOVE (58) V Soane 39 ti R Cochrans 1i 

4 04003) CAUDILLO (27) (D) fea N Outfield 4 99 J Oufon 13 

5 235000 STATOYOHK (10) (D) (BF) D 9wi 4 9 8 .. JFanreng2 

6 000000 CHILLING (101 (QN 11*1*397 .WRyentfiB 

? 050*20 BE WARNS? (10) (CD) J Rsarcef S4 MMghanifiV 

a (MOO SHEti A CRACKER (148) Mrs N Uecatey 5 5 J S Drown* 5 
5 000000 LIVE PROJECT (42) (CD) R Craggs 5 94 SWhO»orth9 

0 <032 CONCSI ARALL (27) (BF) SC WiartE 39 j Dam OHeti 12 

n 42642T MUSTANG 00) ID) C Therm *92 Dean MdCeown 7 B 
G 360*00 TIME OF MOHT (79) J L Eyre- J 9 r RLepptnfi 

T3 005348 EUROOUE5T (138) (C) D Nfchcto 390 A Mchotts (7) IS 
H ooaxn DSRLYB4)RD»*r4 813 PUundy (7) 1 

5 WOO BOf«AmAltoll(52HC)AS«W»38G. RHevfin(3)10V 

ti OOfiO MAC OATES (2D) P Hedger 4 B C DBIggs3 

-16 declared - 

BETTING: 9-2 Mustang. 1 1-2 Daeriy. 1 3-2 Caufflo, Concer AraB. 7-1 Sta- 
toywfc. Be Wlsreed. B-i EurequeaL Mae Dales. 12-1 ertwre 

f o ' o inl THAMES NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
^frJ E) £4,025 added 2YO 7f 

1 Q3C HWIARY COLOURS (8) (C) (ff) J ftaiw 9 7 MMghsmS 

2 605035 NAKH5 OAT (8) 9 Smart 9 * J Stock 14 

3 008206 JULIES JEWS. flO) M Chapman 9 2 - F Norton 6 

4 004333 RlfflAMMA (19) (BF) P Vfckeyn 9 1 .R Cochrane 11 

5 000PO SMOOTH PRINCESS (34| (CO| J fiffSerab S h 

Benerichu Hrivoresn (5) 4 

6 3W30 RUHY DOMINO (lOj U Oar 8 v PP Murphy (3) 3 

7 000 RAINMAKBl (51) U Jarre 8 n W Ryan 15 

6 OOWOO UNN6T50NG fTO^ (D) O Chapman 8 *? TSpr ake 12 V 

5 42TOO WONT FORGET HE (73) (D) i Sernt* 6 1 .DftggaB 

fi 406 ELLA FALLS (174) D Wchcfc e 7 A«chofe (7) 13 

ti 086060 SEALED BY RATE (132) J tomrufoi B 3 FLynrf)7V 

G OOBG IM IEF (12) (BF) T taseittf 8 2 R Winston (5) 2 

13 50004 ESSANDBS 142) L Syre 7 0 . TWBtamsI 

« 09Q BREAK1N EY0I pi) J L Eyw 7 0 . AUacfaylOB 

5 030 OMARS ODYSSEY (Z3)P Mata 7 C JQumnS 

c 3SC' LUDEfE (148) W tegn 7 © JBramhat6 

-IS declared - 

AAnsroffl oegn 'S m True hsnrieap nogrt ludere 7s 50 
BETTING- 7-2 Pnmary Colours. 9-2 Ruhamim. 6-1 Smooth Princess. 7- 
1 Jewel S-1 Naked OaL 10-1 I'm TeL 14-1 Fairy Domino. Eta FaBs, 

Essandase, 16-1 others 


16 4 OUKX MARCH (B8) E WaytoBs 4 fi 7 NHorradB(7) 

-Mdectared- 

BETTU4Ci:3-1 WTiaAFldrflBt7-2NoRnerMan,4-1 Firat UgU, 11-2 Swyn- 
ford Pride, 6-1 take Com; 12-1 Quick March, Phi Money, 16-1 others 

nfll HAPPY CHRISTMAS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £3,500 added 2m 

1 C3434 TAPAJCH (15) (CD) M W EaaCtby 9 II D...P Mktgley (9 B 

2 33TM,- GOOD FOR A LOAN (951) (0) (HF) H Lee fi T 5 J. Wyer 

3 1UU-60 CHORUS LINE (1 g (D) PBEranOrt 011 0 — B Grattan (5) 

4 005-Fi ffitaCEOFSAWTSP^ (CD)Mtemcrd6fitLJIGertlly 

5 1F5P43 FENWtCICS BROTHER (9) UrsSSmah7fi5 RGuest 

6 23454- MOSS PAGEANT (208) FVfetari7104 B Stony 

7 0Cti4 K1LDRUMMY CASTLE (7) (D) J FtzCefBtl 5 fi 2 . R Ctebeny 

-7 deciwed - 

BETTING: 54 Prfecs Ot Sakes, 7-2 Kfetnanray Castle, 11-2 Tkpeth, Fen- 
nicli's Brother; 9-1 Good For A Loan, 12-1 Chorus Lfee, 20-1 Mon Ragsert 


| q oh | GARRISON INTERMEDIATE NH FLAT 
0,011 1 RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m 

1 81 OVS)THEBECK(24)(CD)JM^flaraon4if ri-ECBtadan 

2 31- VALHALLA (229) (D) UTocHner 4 tl 11 DMcCrraack^ 

3 BRANCH END JCharton 5 114 D Thomas (7) 

4 GUS BERRY D M Forsw 4 It 4 JtAbpuufS) 

6 6 BORLEY PRINCE (24) C Gram 4 11 4 BKndtag(3) 

6 0 BOI DE IACHASSE (33) C Gran 4 114 QLee 

7 0 WELUN CTON STREET (24) TEaswtjy 4 11 4. .RThonton 

5 YOU'RE AGOODUN OStaav 5 il 4 RMeGratfr(3) 

5 OCO- OUR CAROL (262] J Paries 5 ti 13 5 Ryan (J) 

-9deetored- 

BETT1NG: 1 1-6 Over The Beck, 7-4 Valtete. 10-1 Motley Prince, Weilng- 
ton Street. 12-1 Branch End. Rof de la Cheese, 33-1 other* 


f o~ e ol SEVERN SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
^-r^l £2,875 added 2YO fillies 7f 

1 004214 LADY BL (10) (C)B Smart 90 .... J Stock 5 

2 660 ANaEMNOR(!84?J Whmr 8 9 JOriraiS 

3 BEDTIME 8TORY RGuesl 8 9. Dane07i»d8 

4 GUDBI C Thorrnon69 . . Dean McKeoam 10 

5 JOCtCSDREAMBMcUah89. — D O'Shea 18 

6 000000 JOU FOIE (2*) J WBxvrgtt B B TWUemeS 

7 5403 LADY LAPHROAKa (FR) |6) W Ikir 8 9 -Marto Dwyer 4 

B 656036 MISS SKYE (B) T J Najgmn 8 9 AMcGkmaM 

9 00332 PIPti ADOfTlON (27) JGtortrBB — .TSfsahe6 

ti 090003 RIVER FRONTIBI (12) MUdierBS JMerahriTY 

n 00 SHARWAYUU3Y (12) B McMahan 89 -L Ne w ton 13 

E 05 SHEtiAGBI (19) UtsN Wiceutey8 9._ _tiDrowne11 

fi 456046 S840FORME(1foRHt*tfMdB9 N CariWe3 

14 30 Tffi’LOY fflRL (19) (BF) N Lianotten 8 8 DWHgUU 

e 000600 THE DRLHDESS (IS) G Brswry BS N Day 12B 

ti 0 DGGY SUVAMO (154) MQun89 RPMUBrl 

-18 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Pip's AddBtan, 5-1 tody ES, 6-1 Lady Laphroalg, 7-1 She's 
A Gem, 12-1 Bedtbne Story, Mbs Skye, Rftwr Frontier. 14-1 others 

on I TRENT APPRENTICES HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) £2,875 added 5f 

1 000400 ZIGGY-S DANCER (54) (D)E Alston 6 ti 0 

.. Meferie Worden (7) 5 

2 005600 ANTONIAS MELODY (33) (C) S R Bowfrig 49 4 

_R Studhobne p) 2 B 

3 623630 BTOADSTAfilS BEAUTY (41) (CO) (BP) D Shaft 794 

R YHoSton (3)3V 

4 00431 PALACBSATE JACK(3Q)(CQ| JBaiy692.PBradfe)r(5) IBB 

5 424304 MARY CORNWALLIS (20) R Corel 3 9 0 GFfeAnerK 

6 ooetrti CANOVAS HEAHT (54) (CD) Bab Janes 8 8 13 

- Geroroe Jones (7) 9 

7 OCG33 TEARWHnEDM (D)Tltas3Bh .. . ..Lire Hecked (?) 10 

8 003000 OEPfSClATE (33) T D Bentoi 4 8 fi- Victoria Appleby (5) 15 

9 242341 NOBAUNO (10) (CD) *As N Uacatfey 389 (7a) — | 

... DWHaros(5) 12 ! 

ti £60000 SiHABfttUCitatf** 4 ** .Carolyn Bales 

h OOTO AFAMI 1101(D) (BFjRMravn 4 BB„.. . .S taghtan (5) 1 B 
12 039*3 NAP®STAR(10)(CW)l*BNltaafey4B7J'Doe»13V 

O OOOrCQ SHADOW JUWD9) (CD) D Chapman 7 7 12... 

. .. —A McCarthy (5) 11 B 

M 006000 LENNOX LFW15 (62) (D) D Mchofc 5 7 fi fWtcOi ^ 7 
ti 000000 DIVD6ANDRULE(10)P)RriDfcriWd37tl-PMtttanP)B 

* fiOQdi LA DOYeee (10) (CO) CBoah3 7 fipar) APofi4 

17 006600 (MFtSH (10) (O) T ErfWfngWT 3 7 » — ..5Ca«anR)7 

-ITdadorad- 

Mmmim rrergri ran inw hendkep weigh* DMde Are} ftfc 73 <fo, 

(a Doyenne 6a 10fe taforsn 6s» 8» 

BETTING: 4-t Canovre Heart, M Pafecegsto tart. IM Broerhtote tore- 

ty.5-1 Tear Write. 7-1 Afren. B-i ftobaBoo. IM ottera 


RA CIN G RE S UL TS 
BANGOR 

1140: 1.DON7DRESSFORDJNNER (T 
Dascombe) 9-1; 2. Ericnte 2-1 lav; 3. Car- 
rolls Rock n-4. 8 ran. »/«, n (B Hodges). 
Data: £930; £3AQ Ctm £UD DF: EBBO&F: 
E2SOS Tricast £S7Aa 

1.10: 1. DEANO’S BEENO (A P McCoy) 
2-9 tar, 2. Buddnuae Boy ®-1; 3. Pnro- 
ola 40-1 5 ran. 4, hd (M Pipe). Iota: £120; 
ere. £2.70. df: £2 aa csf- cam. 

1.40: 1.BlffiMT IMP LjOnfadan) 4-6 tar; 
2. Mountain Path 0-3, a Wrort Warbler 
14-1 7 ran. Zh. >/• (6 M Moore). Tb*e: ElflO; 
EUQ C1BO DF: CIBD CSF: £201 

aiO: l.ZAHAAUE (W ktaratort) 9-1; 2. 
(mpala B-^aAdBOTfeGusste-l 13 ran 
11 -8 fev Gabova, 'h, IV*. I J Pfckewtg). Tote: 
£1420: £220 B>0a £200. DF: ESL7D CSF: 
£8722 Tro: £0960 Oft Afoot Tte Lion. 

ZAO; I.MRTtiR BLAKE (RThonton) S-1; 
a ShamarphU 20-1 ; a Lay tt OIT7-1 9 ivl 
5-2 fav S6deo1Ni(fe«V 20 14. (R Lee) Ibta: 
£820: £170, £3-20, £120 DF: £5020 CSF: 
£8090 Tricast £64253. Trio: £8220 
3.10: 1- JYMJAM JOHNNY (A P McCoy) 
11 -Star. 2. Sister Rosa 3-1: a Brarabtaberry 
9A 5 tan. a 4. ( J J CJNefi) TWO: £230; EL70 
£220 DF: £070 CSF: £S29 NR: Selattn. 

a40: 1. BASSEV (M A Ficgerrid) 2-1 ; 2 
HBestfen 6-4 tar.a Buckaioon fo-i 15 ran. 
Sri-hrL20 (N Hendereon) £420. £190 
£12Q £220 DF: £250 CSF: ESA Tno: £4X1 
After a stewards’ rqiiryt ptadngs unaiferotl 
Jackpot £705320 
Placepot £5580 Quadpot: £2020 
Place 6: £3224 Place & £2232 

CATTERICK 

IJXt 1. CLAtRABEU. (B Storey) 5-»; 2 
Prime Exeropia n-10 tav, a Sul F08BO20-L 
7i*n. 7, 2& fJOvriarO H*a: SS*k EtO rwO 
DF: £120 CSF: £261 NR: Feets Lice Gold. 

1 JO: 1 . ONCE MORE FOR LUCK (P fifcr. 
an) 4-6 tav, 2 Kateshda 9-4; a HlgnfWd 
Pet 10-1 10 ren. 37«. 20 I Mrs M Rewtori. 
Ibta: £2tt £120 £120 £180 DF: £250 CSF: 
£207. Trio: £220 


200: 1. CUMBERLAND BLUES (Mss A 
Dental 5-4 fav; 2 Mr Fudge 9-2 3. Rave 
Do VlMsa 12 -l S ran. 3‘fr, 27. (A Lockwood) 
Tbto: C2J0; £120 090 DF: CMO CSF: £667. 

230: 1 . BITOAN (ta R Hale) 20-1 ; 2 Dis- 
tant Storm 13-9: a lbby 4-1 B ran. 6-4 fav 
Crfegary Whi % 2 (B Ftathwe!) Ibta: £1700; 
£330, CLIO DF: £4420 CSF: £4910 
3JXh 1. NHNSTH1 GLORY (P Carbeny) 
9-t; 2 Shtafng Edge 1-2 fair; a Cadeaux 
Premiere W-i 4 ran. & 12 (M W Eosiarby). 
Tbta; £270 DF; CLfiL CSF: £322 

330: 1. POINT DUTY (R SifepfeJ D -2 2 
Lumback Lady 9-1 ; a Lord Of The Rings 
ti-L 10 ran. 2-1 ter Perpetual Loht (4th). 7, 
2 (F Murterii). ‘fotK £840; C250E44Q. £140 
DF: E2510CSF: CS3X. Tncast «4S5l Trio: 
£8570 

Ptacepot: £9150 Quadpot £8590 
Price 6: £5547. Place S: ES15& 

• Exeter - Abandoned due 
to snow. ■ 


THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 

ILIVE CBMMEHTABIESIBESULTSI 


TOWCESTER 

971 

981 

CATTffiia 

972 

982 

SOUTHWELL 

973 

983 


AIL COURSES RESULTS 

0891 261 970 1 

C4fcnwSA)pmikn.1i3.|fcSoi— SHOA4W 


ONLY £35 

£3 extra wirh Idteriii^. Price includes VAT. p&p 


Sheer luxury, booed la 
rich green leather, with 
embossed lettering 
(£3 extra), gilt-edged 
gages aad two silk 
ribbon markers. 

The diary indades UK 
and Irish fixtures and 
new for 1998 TV races, 
pins other major 
sporting events and 
ranch more. 


: iTo:^ The Spoiling Ufa 1998 Dtay Offer, PO Box SA, Desborough, Norttreita NN14 21IH 

1 (Tet 0153G 782880). Please aand me — (kariQ&. I enclose my diequaiorE 

1 payable to The SpofSigL*. Tha psyntirtisEKpertfiary and £3 fwinfials.g required. 

| I prater to pay by MASTERCARD/VISA 


, Cart eapiy date 

, tame 

1 Address 


Tods/s date 
.Slgntaro _ 
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Henley moves 
quietly with 
the times 


. -,v rft&H--. 




Naseem Hamed spars with John Ingle at the Chelsea Pier Sports Complex in New York in preparation for his world featherweight title defence tomorrow 


Photograph: Jamie Squire/ Allsport 


Hamed seen as a small potato in the Big Apple 


Despite massive 
promotion, Naseem 
Hamed is encountering 
apathy rather than 
adulation as he prepares 
for his world title 
defence tomorrow. 

Harry Mullan reports from 
New York . 


The cabbie who drove me to my 
hotel a block behind Madison 
Square Garden had never 
beard of Naseem Hamed, who 
makes his American debut at 
Madison Square Garden to- 
morrow night against Kevin 
Kelley. There is nothing unusual 
in that, of course: New York 
cabbies are so notoriously ill-ac- 
quainted with their own dry that 
some of them may not even 
have heard of the Garden itself. 

But when the same level of 


ignorance is encountered 
amongst barmen, for whom 
enclydopaedic sporting knowl- 
edge is a professional essential, 
it is dear that tomorrow’s World 
Boxing Organisation feather- 
weight title defence is a hard sell 
for the self-styled Prince and his 
promoter, Frank Warren. 

Hamed is a big name in 
Britain, but has yet to scratch the 
surface of American sporting 
consciousness. His mentor, 
Brendan Ingle, did his best to 
put a brave face on it when he 
flew home at the weekend to 
work with bis middleweight 
Ryan Rhodes who lost in 
Sheffield to Otis Grant for the 
vacant WBO middleweight title. 

Ingle insisted that Hamed 
had made a big impression in 
New York and would draw well 
against Kelley, a popular local 
fighter with a fine record and a 
crowd-pleaser's reputation, but 
the proof is in the advance tick- 


et sales. Barring an unexpectedly 
walk-up at the box office on Fri- 
day tbe 20,000-seat arena is 
likely to be less than half foil. 

That will be a blow for Wir- 
ren, who reportedly paid 
£750,000 to hire the stadium for 
his US promotional debut. He 
is a seasoned player in a high risk 
game and will understand the 
necessity to speculate to accu- 
mulate, but Hamed is not used 
to being snubbed. It must be a 
blow to an ego of his dimensions 
to encounter apathy rather than 
adulation, but it may be some 
consolation to reflect that bet- 
ter-known men than him have 
failed to fill the Garden. 

Big-time boxing is now so 
rare an event in New York that 
the market - which once sus- 
tained regular weekly shows in 
the old Garden, the third to bear 
the name and the predecessor 
of the current arena - has 
moved on and only ice hockey 


is now a guaranteed seller here. 
New York, and specifically the 
Garden, was once viewed as the 
game's headquarters, but then 
the Las Vegas casinos realised 
the punter-pulling potential of 
tbe sport and, within a couple 
of years, had taken it over. 

The city slipped so far down 
the promotional pecking order 
that my first assignment here in 
a near 30-year career including 
over 50 American trips was not 
until 1991, when I watched Ter- 
ry Norris pound Sugar Ray 
Leonard into yet another re- 
tirement. The arena was less 
than half foil that night loo, and 
if one of the best marketed box- 
ers in history could not draw the 
crowds back to the Garden, it 
is asking a lot of an unknown 
Englishman to succeed where 
he failed. 

HBO, the TV company who 
signed Hamed to a $12m (£7 Jm ) 
deal, have done their best to pro- 


ject him and allocated an ad- 
vertising budget uf £l.75ni. 
There is a 50-foot billboard of 
him at the Lincoln Tunnel, strate- 
gically sited to catch the eyes of 
the commuting thousands, and 
his image is also displayed in 
Times Square. Bui New Yorkers 
have lost the habit of going to the 
fights, and it will be a real 
achievement for all concerned if 
Friday sshow is a commercial as 
well as artistic success. 

Hamed, as ever, lias talked 
a good fight anJ the New York 
press coverage has been gen- 
erally sympathetic and encour- 
aging. Press conferences have 
followed the now traditional 
pattern of boasting and bad- 
mouthing, but it is all rather un- 
convincing. Kelley, a 5-2 
underdog is an intelligent and 
mature 30-year-old who has 
lost just once in 50 fights, and 
he looks faintly uncnmforluhlc 
spouting the ritual insults. 


He is, though, genuinely ag- 
grieved that his $500,000 purse 
is a mere fraction of Hamed's. 
although he is the local tighter 
with proven pedigree, including 
a two year spell as World Box- 
ing Council champion. "Eveiy 
time I hit Hamed. HBO’s pock- 
ets are going to feci it." he says. 

“I don't know if the Garden 
crowd will boo him, but 1 know 
that if he tried that act in the 
streets of New York, guys that 
couldn't kill him with their bare 
hands would shoot him. Any- 
body that has to tell you their 
great. It means they ain’t. 

"He says he's going to knock 
me oul in the third, but he'sgoi 
to get past the first. The dif- 
ference between us is that when 
he knocks them down, they get 
up. When 1 hit them, they're un- 
ci »nM.ii jus.” 

Fur once, that is not idle 
boasting: Kelley's last fight end- 
ed with a spectacular one-punch 


knock-out, and Hamed would 
be well advised to accord him 
much more respect privately 
than he has been showing for 
public consumption. Buddy Mc- 
Girt, a former twice world 
champion who is now one of the 
house trainers in Hamed’s New 
York gym, the Blue Velvet, 
pronounced the champion's 
power to be ‘'awesome" after 
watching him go through a 
work-out on the pads with as- 
sistant trainer, John Ingle. Yet 
he gives bis fellow New York- 
er a good chance, “so long as he 
can black out being in his home 
town and doesn’t try trading 
punches with him.” 

Michael Jackson, a rather 
less expert witness to the 
Hamed work-out, was also 
hugely impressed - but as the 
New York Post's Wally 
Matthews commented wryly 
‘'hand pads don't hit back,” 
Kevin Kelley will. 


j professionals and women stew- 
I ajds have played no part in Hen- 
i ley Royal Regatta’s 158-ycar 
j history, but that is all about to 
! change. Regatta officials an- 

• nounced yesterday that for the- 

; gjst time a -woman has been - 
i elected to the Henley board. In 

I another significant change the. 

: word “amateur’ 7 has been 
: str uck from Henley’s rules. ' ' 
Di Ellis, who has chaired the 
I executive committee of the Aru- 
ateur Rowing Association for 10 

! years, and has recently been 
i elected to the British Olympic 

• Association, is the first woman 
j to be made a Steward of the Re- 
i gatta since it was founded in 1839. 
i In keeping with this move foe 
! regatta, vriiich enjoyed one of its 

• most successful years in 1997 
i and saw an increase in profits, 

: has cut the word amateur from 

! all its rules so that oarsmen, and. - 
! women single scullers, may now 
; receive money from any source, 

I The regatta will tty to avoid be 1 
[ fug used in advertising and 
; sponsorship stunts and will of- 
; fer no prize-money. 

The Stewards acknowledge . 
1 that the top performers in the 

• sport ran now earn as much as 
•; £ 150,000 a year, earnings which 
I are permitted by the intema- 
: tional governing body of rowing, 

: Fisa. The Amateur Rowing As- 
; sociation is expected to approve 
: similar alterations in early 1998 
: along with a change of name. 

In four years up to 1996 
: Henley filled one leg of the Fisa 
. World Cup competition for 
; scullers and created the Princess 
: Royal Challenge Cup as the 
] women's equivalent of the Di- 

■ amond Sculls. 

In place of the amateur rule, 

■ the regatta is now concentrating 

■ on eligibility. In the case of the 
\ main schools event the Princess 
: Elizabeth Cup, it permits another 
: seven weeks for entrants by lim- 
; iting the event to those who have 

not reached 19 fay the end of the 
regatta. An ament loophole, 
which allowed entries to the 
open small boats events to pri- 
vate individuals, has now been 
dosed with the insistence that all 
competitors have been a mem- 
ber for at least two months of a 
dub affiliated to a national fed- 
eration for at least 12 months. 

The changes agreed by the 
Stewards have simply brought 
the regatta in line with most of 
the other institutions in the 
sport, and will not appear rad- 
ical when the 1998 regatta 
opens on 1st July. 

In addition to Ellis, two 
oarsmen, Richard Stanhope, 
40, and Richard Phelps, 32, 
were elected Stewards. 

- Hugh Matheson 
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Captaincy saga affecting Lara’s form 


WIN an OMEGA 
Seamaster Watch 


- as seen in Bond films ‘Goldeneye’ & 
‘Tomorrow Never Dies’ 



The West Indies’ 
captaincy for the 
England tour of the 
Caribbean is still 
unresolved and one of 
the main candidates. 
Brain Lara, is feeling the 
pressure, as Mark Baldwin 
explains from Sharjah. 


Brian Lara is desperate to be 
West Indies' captain when Mike 
Atherton's team face them in 
the Caribbean next mouth. But 
should the West Indians beat 
England’s one-day specialists in 
the Champions Trophy final 
on Friday, the present skipper 
Courtney Walsh might get a stay 
of execution. 

Walsh looked certain to be 
sacked following the 3-0 Test 


whitewash by Pakistan, yet the 
West Indies have bounced back 
in Shaijah and beating Adam 
Hollioake's side would enable 
them to go home for Christmas 
with some pride restored. 

That all leaves Lara caught 
in the middle of a saga that has 
threatened to lear apart the 
team once regarded as the 
world's besL For Lara the last 
few months especially have 
been a curious, even tortured, 
existence. 

The West Indies coach. Mal- 
colm Marshall, admitted yes- 
terday that the long debate 
about the captaincy issue has af- 
fected Lara. 

The world's most exciting 
batsman, holder of both Test and 
first-class record scores, has 
been struggling for runs as he 

tries to show the selectors that 
he is the man to Lake over the 


reigns of a team in sharp decline. 

Wfclsh, by contrast, is bowl- 
ing as well as he has ever done 
in his life. The 35-ycar-nld Ja- 
maican was the top wicket tak- 
er in Pakistan, and in Sharjah 
has been the most potent new- 
ball force in Lhe loumamcni. 

Marshall denied thai Walsh 
and Lara did not get on and dis- 
missed reports that they do 
not even speak. 

Lara, though, has been keep- 
ing a deliberately low profile dur- 
ing the last 10 days in Sharjah, 
spending virtually all his leisure 
time on the golf course away 
from the team and media glare. 

Marshall said: "I don't think 
Brian’s batting problems during 
the last few weeks have been 
technical. The whole captaincy 
issue is affecting him and he has 
spoken to me about it a couple 
of times. When you know you 


Australia win but Waugh’s woes continue 


Be suave, stylish and sophis- 
ticated as James Bond by 
owning the OMEGA 
Seamaster Professional 
Diver watch. 


blue dial with luminous 
skeleton hands and anti- 
reflective scratch-resistant 
sapphire crystal. 


In ‘Tomorrow Never Dies' 
Bond uses it to confront 
enemies in a world-wide 
battle for media power 
however, it can also keep 
the time! 


We have one OMEGA 
Seamaster watch to win, to 
enter this competition, sim- 
ply dial the number below, 
answer the following ques- 
tion on line and leave your 
name and foil address: 


It is water-resistant to 300 
metres; has a self winding 
chronometer movement 
showing the hours, minutes, 
seconds and date; power 
reserve of 42 hours; unidi- 
rectional turning aluminium 
bezel; helium escape valve; 


Q: To what depth is the 
OMEGA Seamaster 
watch water-resistant? 


Call 0930 564 007 


Calls cast 50p per minute at alt times. Winners picked at random after lines dose 
22 December 1997. Usual Newspaper PuacJimg rules apply. Editor's deceton is final 


Michael Be van and Ricky 
Printing combined to steer Aus- 
tralia to a six-wicket victoiy 
over New Zealand with 67 balls 
to spare in their triangular one- 
day cricket international in 
Melbourne yesterday. 

Bevan was named as man-of- 
the- match with his match dou- 
ble of 2 for 26 and 42 as 
Australia overtook the Kiwis’ 141 
in the 39th over at 142 for 4. 

Printing was unbeaten on 60, 
scored off 92 balls, to put the 
Australians into second place in 
the triangular series behind the 
leaders South Africa heading 
into the Christmas recess. 

Poming and Bevan put on a 
match-winning 95-run partner- 
ship for the fourth wicket. 


When Bevan was out to become 
Chris Cairns’ fourth wicket. 
Australia were 1 17 for 4 and 23 
runs from victory with the lux- 
ury of IS overs left. 

Yet again Australia’s one-day 
captain, Steve Whugfr, tod a poor 
match, out for a second-ball duck 
to continue his run of failures af- 
ter taking over the captaincy for 
the limited-overs international 
series from Mark Taylor, who re- 
mains as Test skipper. 

Wiugh was out for a duck for 
lhe second time in as many 
games when he edged the sec- 
ond ball he faced from Cairns 
to the wicket keeper Adam 
Parore. 

Earlier, Chris Harris, with an 
undefeated 62. steered New 


Zealand from a calamitous po- 
sition to be all out for 141 with 
three balls left of their 50 overs. 
At one stage New Zealand 
were 75 for 7. 

South Africa Students took 
advantage of some generous 
Gelding by England Under- 19s 
to reach 255 for 4 at the dose 
of the first day of their three- 
day fixture in Port Elizabeth. 

India and New Zealand 
were involved in a tied women’s 
World Cup match in Indore yes- 
terday. Both sides had already 
qualified for the quarter-finals 
from Group B. but still went all 
out for victoiy. Chasing 3 tar- 
get of 177 in the stipulated 50 
twerc. India slipped from 121 for 
2 le 176 all out in the final over 


arc close to becoming captain 
I think it would affect any- 
body 

"He is very disappointed 
with his batting. But he loves to 
play for the West Indies and 
there is no way he would not play 
against England in the Test se- 
ries if he was not made captain. 
He is not that sort of person." 

Marshall said personal criti- 
cism back home in the 
Caribbean had also hurt Lara, es- 
pecially for not attending a team 
sponsors' function when in fact 
- according to Marshall— he was 
not due to be involved anyway. 

Lara has also struggled, said 
Marshall, to come to terms 
with the mental burden of be- 
ing expected to score more 
heavily than anyone else every 
time the West Indies bat. 

Hollioakc-’s team had a re- 
laxing day yesterday, only trav- 
elling from their Dubai base to 
the Shaijah Stadium late on For 
some fielding practice under 
lights. They plan a full net ses- 
sion lomormw morning. 

Lara, meanwhile, will meet 
Warwickshire chief executive. 
Dennis Amiss, to sign his onc- 
year contract for next season 
during a brief stop-over in Lon- 
don this weekend on his way 
home from Sharjah. Lara suc- 
ceeds Tim Munton as captain. 

Lara played for Warwick- 
shire in their treble-winning 
campaign three seasons ago 
and said: “I can't wait for the op- 
portunity to return to Edgbas- 
ion, the scene of such wonderful 
success fur myself and the club 
in 1994." 

■ Highlights of 

tomorrow's 
match will be televised on 
Grandstand on BBC- 1 on Sat- 
urday. 


Smith looking for a repeat 
as he closes in on Helsinki 


The 26th Olympia Show 
Jumping Championships 
begin today in the 
elegant setting of the 
Grand Hail, where the 
first international horse 
show took place in 1907. 
Genevieve Murphy looks at 
some of this year’s 
participants. 


Robert Smith will be without 
Senator Tees Hanauerwhen he 
competes in the Olympia Show 
Jumping Championships, which 
begin their five-day run this af- 
ternoon. The 17-ycar-old horse, 
who carried Smith to victoiy in 
the Volvo World Cup qualifier 
at Olympia last year, is sidelined 
wilh a minor injury. Smith will 
therefore rely on cither 10-year- 
old Senator Scharn or the 
II -year-old stallion. For the 
Best, on Saturday afternoon 
when he attempts to repeat last 
year s World Cup success, 
Scharn won a class at Amster- 
dam in October hut. because of 
various “daft little things” he has 
since been rested. 

Smith is lying Hth (and best 
of the British) in the Western 
European League of the World 
Cup from which the ion IS qual- 
ify for the April fi na i in He|sin _ 
ki. He already has 35 points and 
another seven should be 
enough to ensure qualification. 

Whitaker brothers are 
well behind at lhe moment with 
Michael 27th on lypts and 
John 57ih with a mere seven. 
John will chons*? between his 
two lop horses. Virtual Village 


Weiham and Grannusch, when 
he attempts to improve bis 
placing on Saturday. These 
were the two partners he rode 
to be runner-up in this year’s 
World Cup final. 

As always, the World Cup 
contest will be a hotly compet- 
itive class, with 1 1 of the current 
top 12 riders in the world in con- 
tention. The participants will in- 
clude the two great Germ ans. 
Frank Slooihaak (the world 
champion) and Ludger Beer- 
baum (holder of the European 
title) as well as the consistent 
Dutchman, Eric van der 
Vleuten, who is currently lead- 
ing the Western European 
League. 

Sloothaak is back in action 
after dislocating his right shoul- 
der in a painful fall at Stuttgart 
in October. 

A total of 38 riders from 11 
countries will be jumping for 
prizes worth £230,000. These in- 
clude a Volvo car (worth 
£20,000) on offer in the World 
Cup qualifier, a possible winner- 
takes-all prize of £21,000 for 
Sunday afternoon’s Vink 
Christmas Masters and the 
£16,000 which goes to the win- 
ner of Monday evening’s 
Olympia Grand Prlx. 

The programme also in- 
eludes lighter entertainment, 
notably from two old favourites: 
the Pedigree Chum Dog Agili- 
ty Stakes and the Osborne Re- 
frigerators Shetland Pony 
Grand National. A new display, 
from the Frenchman Jean- 
Franijois Pignon, has been 
bailed as an amazing example 
of communication between a 
man and his horses. 
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Nobody in the student body seemed to think that England's record mattered very much 


A short while ago, the tenant in this 
space had the experience of learn- 
ing at first hand how politicians must 
feel when a motion proposed con- 
fidently comes under terminal 
bombardment. It was at Exeter Uni- 
versity. when putting forward for de- 
bate the idea that we are a second- 
class sporting nation. 

Rir from being persuaded by the 
facts Df history, most of the speak- 
ers were vehement in opposition. 
There was. of course, a generational 
aspect to this but it set me thinking 
again about sport and what, id our 
separate ways, we want from it. 

For example, it did not appear 
important to the main body of 
opinion that the England rugbv 
team had recently lost at home to 


New Zealand and South Africa 
and that tyfclcs were wiped out by 
New Zealand at Wembley. 

It was equally dismissive of the 
view that occupying 36th place in 
the medals' table at last year's 
Olympias in Atlanta, along with Eng- 
land's failure to regain the Ashes 
from Australia, were clear indica- 
tions of Britain's modem sporting 
status. 

It was fun facing that youth/ui 
semi-circle and comforting to realise 
that their notion of achievement in 
sport is hol influenced by the ex- 
cesses of .media criticism. 

The most striking thing was their 
rejection of the proposal that we 
spread our sporting resources across 
too broad a spectrum, expecting 


arrogantly to win at all the games 
we exported. 

*T don't read arrogance into 
that," one young man said. “In fact 
I think it's admirable. It’s terrific 
when British teams win, gives us all 
a lift, but the main thing is Britain's 
contribution to sport. That's why so 
much of the criticism we read and 
hear is so stupid/' 

By Lhen seeking cover, I ad- 
vanced the view that nothing in 
British sport suggests compara- 
tively modest achievement than the 
record of England's football team. 
Just one World Cup victory and one 
other appearance in the semi-finals. 

Tftvo things in the response to this 
fascinated me. One was that nobody 
in the student body seemed to 



KEN JONES 

think that England's record mat- 
tered very much. The other was how 
quick they were to defend Britain’s 
sporting reputation. 

Winning to the theme of rep- 
resentation, another speaker listed 
outstanding sports figures - Stanley 
Matthews, Bobby Cbarllon, Sebas- 


tian Coc, Denis Compton, Linford 
Christie, Bobby Moore, Ian Both- 
am. 

“We’ve still got people who are 
thought to be among the best in the 
world." she said. “Steve Redgrave. 
■Colin Montgomerie, Nick Faldo, 
Alan Shearer, Ryan Giggs, Naseem 
Hamed and Lennox Lewis. It isn’t 
just about w inning .” 

When agreeing to take part in 
that debate I had no idea what enter- 
tainment was in store. Somewhere 
in the back of my mind 1 suspected 
that results would not be acceptable 
as criteria but imagined that we 
would eventually fail in 
together. 

You only have to ponder that for 
a moment to infer what it implies; 


a mind so inflexible, so hardened by 
long experience that no allowances 
are made for the conclusions of an 
advancing generation. 

In fact, the charge of cynicism sits 
heavily on the shoulders of a Welsh 
romantic. There is no quarrel here- 
with those, young or old, who be- 
lieve that British sport is much bet- 
ter than it is often painted. 

Shortly after the motion I pro- 
posed was left in shreds England 
held, and almost overcame, the All 
Blacks at Twickenham. The news 
from Sharjah puts English cricket 
in a better light- Sport can be like 
that. 

Some of the people who poured 
scorn on England's cricketers last 
summer are now waxing ecstatic. It 


must be comforting to have It both 
ways. Unfortunately this is taken up 
by many who follow British sport 
and think themselves patriots. 

England and, to a lesser extent, 
Scotland will carry great expecta- 
tions into next year’s World Cup fi- 
nals. England’s coach. Glenn 
Hoddle, is running a risk in en- 
couraging optimism because it could 
easily rebound on him. 

Editorials sometimes abuse 
British sport so unfairly, with such 
scant regard for the truth as to strip 
the criticism of validity. 

A personal point of view is that 
for a comparatively small nation we 
do rather well If people would only 
get that into their heads it would be 
a step in the right direction. 


FOOTBALL 


Clubs and 
agents 
0 accused of 
‘slavery’ 


or a repeat 
Helsinki 


A leading Belgian law professor 
has accused football of “slavery” 
in the game s treatment of play- 
ers from Eastern Europe. 

Roger Blanplain, a professor 
at Belgium’s Leuven university, 
said yesterday that he is taking 
court action against agents and 
clubs for their methods. 

“That sort of slave trade in 
which someone is bought cheap- 
ly and sold expensively... total- 
ly violates the basic principle that 
i people are not merchandise 
and labour is not a merchandise, 
and this has to be challenged in 
a radical way,” Blanpain said. 

In an open letter be urged 
the chief prosecutors in the 
cities of Antwerp and Bruges to 
investigate trade of Eastern Eu- 
ropean players “which appar- 
ently takes place on a large scale 
in Belgium”. ‘ 

Blanpain was acting after a 
newspaper article in Het Nicuws - 
bind on Tuesday describing the 
large influx of players from 
East Europe. 

The paper said “die delivery 
of Yugoslav and Croatian foot- 
ballers to Belgium “was often or- 
ganised through an Antwerp 
agent. 

“These players are often 
placed at a dub-employer and 
then possibly sold with a profit 
to another club-employer,” 
Blanpain said in the letter. 

He said these practices vio- 
lated Belgian law which pro- 
hibited the broking of jobs in 
exchange for money. 

Blanpain also criticised the 
move earlier this week of Bruges 
player Gunter Veijans to 
Antwerp on loan for a six- 
month period 

The move of Verjans, who 
has a contract with Bruges un- 
til 2000, breached the law on 
temporary employment, Blan- 
pain said. 

He asked the Antwerp and 
Bruges courts to examine the 
practices and if needed start le- 
gal proceedings lo end them and 
prevent them from happening 
again. 

Blanpain said it had been dif- 
ficult to prove the trade in play- 
ers. 

“Players can't speak or don’t 
dare to speak, club leaders wfl] 
certainly not speak and agents 


are also very careful about what 
they say.” he said. 

“[But] now it can be proven, 
now there are clear facts show- 
ing there is a swindle in players.” 
he said in a reference to the 
newspaper article. 

Belgian football agent. Louis 
De Vries, told a radio station 
that agents were just trying to 
help players find a job, for a 
commission fee. 

“As long as these [transfer] 
rules are valid internationally, 
there is nothing that can be done 
against H. 

“[But] it would be easier for 
everyone in footall, also for 
agents and certainly for players, 
if no transfer sums would have 
to be paid” De Vries said. 

West Ham are to wait until 
they know the fuD extent of goal- 
keeper Ludek Mlklosko’s neck 
injuiy before deciding whether 
to pursue the French interna- 
tional, Bernard Lama. 

Miklosko could be ruled out 
for up to three months, but the 
Hammers, who have Canada in- 
ternational Craig Forrest as 
their current No 1, will not be 
rushed into finding a replace- 
ment until they know for sure. 

Lama was yesterday report- 
ed to have confirmed he had al- 
ready been involved in talks with 
the West Ham managing direc- 
tor, Peter Storrie, about a pos- 
sible move to London. 

The 34-year-old Paris St 
Germain goalkeeper, who has 
been capped 35 times by 
France, has been searching for 
a new club since being sus- 
pended for three months at the 
end of last season following a 
positive drugs test. 

The French national coach, 
Aim6 J acquet has told him he 
will not be considered for next 
year’s World Cup finals unless 
he is playing regular first-team 
football 

Lama said: Tve no comment 
to make until things are settled. 
But I need to find a dub to make 
France's World Cup squad.” 

TWo Romanians playing in 
the Bundesliga , Ionut Lupescu 
and Florin Raducioiu, said yes- 
terday that they would not play 
for their country ai next sum- 
mer’s World Cup finals in 
France: 
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Bernard Lanra, the troubled French International goalkeeper, is a possible transfer target for West Ham Photograph: Jacques Demarthon/AFP 
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» Sheffield win right for institute 


The new UK Sports Institute 
will bring Otympic success to 
Britain but it will not come 
overnight, organisers of the 
successful bid insisted yesterday. 

John • Alderson, of the 
Sheffield consortium who won 
the right to base the institute in 
South Yorkshfre yesterday, said 
the groundwork was already in 
place. 

Elite training will be carried 
out at the institute headquarters 
at Sheffield's Don Valley Sta- 
dium where expertise in sports 
medicine and science will also 
be available. A network of re- 
gional centres will provide sup- 
port to .boost the nation’s 
spring prowess. 

Alderson said: “It is a recog- 
nition that ourathietes do not 
do qiiite as well as they might. 


What we need is financial in- 
vestment that so many countries 
have put in by one political sys- 
tem or another to extract that 
top one per cent. 

•*Ybu really must think of this 
as a project for the next centu- 
ry\ There is so much to do in 
terms of identifying talent in 
schools and then bringing it into 
the network. 

Alderson added that athlet- 
ics training could already begin 
at the Don Valley Stadium, 
built for the World Student 

Games in 1991 and due to be en- 
larged to hold up to 40.000 
spectators. 

The sports to be catered for 
in Sheffield are athletics, judo- 
netball table tennis, squash and 
swimming, to be paid for with 
Lottery money totalling 


American football 
Jerry Rica the NFL’s afl-time touch- 
down and receiving record holder, has 
imdergone surgery to repair the left 
kneecap which was broken across the 
middle during San Francisco 49ers‘ 
34-17 win over Denver on Monday. The 
wide receiver had made a scoring re- 
turn to action IS weeks after surgery 
for tom left knee ligaments. But he 
cracked hts left knee cap catching a 
14-vard touchdown pass and wifl 
now be out tor the next eight to 10 
weeks, 

Scottish Claymores have appointed 
two new defensive coaches as they 
prepare tor the 1998 World League 
season. The fFL vBteran Myrel Moore 
and the former Oakland Raiders play- 
er Richard Rodgers are teaming up 
with the head coach Jm Cnner. 

Basketball 

NBA: Cleveland 103 Phoenix 90; Utah 103 
fcSami 95; LA Lakers T39 (Anestna 96' Men 
York 63 OeWrt 73; Hcusrcn ns Vancouver 

9t : San Antorw 99 Denver 3=; Gdden Sa» 

103 Dates 32: SeaKe - .C9 la Cuppers 94; 
Sacramento £U Portland 37 

Boxing 

Urijeatsn Birmingham boxer Robert 
McCrackens European middleweight 
championship bout ag&nst the hold- 
er Hassine Cherrft of France on t7 Jan- 
uary, PJ s n a final eflmmator tot a 
chaftenge against the World Boxing 
Council champion Kefth Holmes, wii 
take place in Toulouse 


Cricket 

Hampshire have completed the sign- 
ing ot the fast bowler Peter Harney 
from Mjrtcshre after Devon Matoolm re- 
jected theko^earfer this month and 
decided to joh Northamptonshm 
MatthBW EWott the AuslraSa opener, 
suffered a knee problem during a trarv 
ing session with the Victoria state team 
and very doubtful for the first Test 
against South Africa at the Mefooume 
Cricket Ground starting on 26 De- 
cember. 

WORLD SERIES (Melbourne). New Zeasma 
141 t*i3 owls. C Z Hants 62nol. AnstrsM MS 
tar 4 Gas ova«. RT ftrtw%g ftJnol Australia 
won by ill wickets 

TOUR MATCH (Port EtaabaUr. Aral day of 
three): Sc*Jth African Sluders 255 Kr * to Mof ■ 
Ik 13Q G lung 78, . England Liroei-W 
WOMEN'S WORLD CUP Croup B (Indore, 
tnd): New Zesaand ITS fer 9 (50 overs. E Drum 
6 ffi: Inda T76 Match lied. (New Defla). Nertiw 
lands S38 NS3 overs. N Payne 55. S Smuman 
J-SI .SnLantdW P52ov*i*> Netherlands won 
by 47 runs 


England ■> 4 0 0 24 

Australia ■» 3 0 1 21 

SouHi Africa 4 2 2 0 12 

lieland 4 12 19 

Danmark * ’ 3 '2 S 

Pakistan 4 n 4 a v 

Remaining matches. Today: Austral* Eryj 
land (Nagpur). “Sonin Africa v ftenmort (Bam 
aa) ireerx) v Punster iD*n> 

&OUPB P w L T NR Pis 

■NawZenfand J 3 C r 0 21 

-tnrtia J 2 C 1 i m 16 


Cycling 


•Naw Zealand ■* f 

India J 2 

*Sri Lanka a ' 

•Netherlands a i 

West indies - 0 

• iiuj'iV?7 tv au'iffe* li'iai* 


WORLD B CHAMPIONSHIP (Kuala Lumpm): 
Man: 154Slcm road race 1 S Befcassov 
IMuud-i 3hf •MmnSEaec. 2 DFotonov (Kazan 
3 25 01. 3 Jamsran HavOrshtti (Mongola) 
3 36 04 Women: B4-5km rood race: 1 Noiyen 
TTn lucre VBn <Vei) 1hrCJhwi256ec. 2UCr*>Q- 
wan iT*i i S7 js. 3 Nguyen Tin Miami (Vied 


Football 

HR) CONFEDERATIONS' CUP (R^adt. S Ara- 
bia) Group B: CJfeCh RepuBtr S (Mohamad 
■jtsua ogn Medi*d 2£ 42. SnXcer 31 6& 71) 
Untied Arao Emuies 1 lASatyon 78). Uruguay 
4 i&iya 12 *56. Recode 42. CaAefas 90) South 
One* I (RaOebo n MWwfcteK l NOanya m 
TUESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA Cup 
second-round replays: Basingstoke 0 
Northampton 0 laet Nonhamxon won 4-3 on 
fienaluest. Bcntam Wood 0 Cheoenham 2. 
Cnestect*U 0 GnmsPy 2. Hemtort 1 Cdcheaer 
i (aet Hereford won 5-J on pena*esl; Notts 
Coury i Preston 2 Wartom 2 Torquay 1 
rasri GU vauxhaf Conference SpabSng Cap 
quartat-ffnafa: Hayes 3 Veovf 0. ttxihurfch 3 
Hedhestwd 2 roerj Scottish League Second 
Division. Clyde Ci Queen □) the soutn 0. FA 
Corlabarg Vtaa third-round replay* Hteton 3 
EvroHcuseO S*xJtMyUfcnderai33CtirTtiartey 
i Hyman League Premier Dhrlaion: Efehops 
SldlldO i Herwoi £ Rrat DMston: Abandon 
Town f Wembley 0. Hampton 2 Bognor Regs 
: Second DtvisSoreH<«namO Weeklsicne £ 
Postponed- Branree v WUnam Third Division: 
Wmcjaw & Fm<«ey 1 Comffsan CatualS 3 
Guardian Insurance Cup tNrd round: Conwy 
tatica 2 masnO: Carctaton 1 
l<v/j 3 B remtey ». Si Albans ) Bedford Town I 
|J«| ingham 1 Wajton 8 Hersnam 0 Fu4 
Members Cup second rouid: Leemeihead 2 
cnens-?v i Associate Membera Trophy sec- 
ond round: AwSay 1 CnesJxrs a UruBond 
League Find DivisMiG CongBfon 2 DtoyMan 
- League Cup third rouid: AHmcnam 4 Cot- 
*yn&ay 2 Byiti Spartans 4 FdcUey 1 . Maine 
1 Runcutri 0 Untfllta Find Division Cup first 
rmnd' /Am frlbcn OTrrftarcJ £ S econd round: 
tatiAic-rdTcwnOFairtevCdticI Stocfcdyidgs 


I MbrtaopQ DrUartenaLaaguaPratntorDl- 
vistac Athenaone □ Wbrcesier 2; Dorchester 2 
SanmbaumeO: Nuneaton 3 GkaiceSKc South- 
am CSdstorn Ckwedon 2 Ufeteriowte l League 
Cup second round: Bath 1 Newport (WN1 8; Bur- 
ton i Moor Quen 3: Carrtrttoe CJry 1 rtncWgr 
U*3 ft ItesOngs 1 Maigm 2: aourtrttoa 0 Sc* 
lit Q Jawaon Eastern Laa^m Premier DM- 
skac Dss b Wbodbrfdga Q: WrraSiam i Gt 
Ytomaum 1 Jewson Wleasm League: Andover 
4 Eastleigh l: Lymmgion 3 Gospon a: 
Bounemoulh FC 0 Tanon 2. Wlmbome 4 
ThaKtiem 3 Amatt Inaunmcs Northern Laague 
Cup Second round: Tow Law 3 Jarrow 2. win- 
stanlead Kent League Find Division: Slade 
Green2Sheppey2;VVhits!aUei FoAsetoneln- 
vctaA Un#et Sussex County League Hmt Di- 
vision: Aiundal 0 W«* 1: UtUehempton 3 
Cmcftester l John O’Hara Cup tocaih rouncL- 
Porrteld 3 Pogham □ League el VMasGflbert 
Cup second rouid second leg: Rhayader 0 
Barry B logo: 0- Jfl) Avon Insurance Cornt* 
netkm FmDivMon: Arsenal 5 yisvscn l ; Crys- 
tal Pataca 1 Luton 2 far Plough Lane): Mnal 
0 Char Bon 4: Queen's Parti Rangers 4 
Po um houOi t The Timas FA Youtfi Cup ceo- 
end rouid: Manchessr City 3 Wast Bromwich 
? i&eQ German Langur Bonsata Donnmd 
3 Herttia Barln a Gernan Cup quamMlnali: 
Eamcht Titer l Waktwf Mamhatm 0; KFC 
UartOngen 0 V® Stuttgart 4; Coil ZWsa Jena i 
MSVDuBbtagZ 

Ice hockey 

NHL: Pmaburtfi i 'bmpa Bay i ton: Wbanng- 
ton 2 NY idandare 2 (oa: Caroena 2 Ottawa i; 
fr*sw Jarsey 4 NY Rangers 3; Calgary 4 Chica- 
go 3 foil. San Josb 5 Datroa i 


VERNONS: Treble Chance: 22pts EfflflB065 
21 £36120 a £36fla Super Shew: £1725 (peU 
on two coned). Premier lit £275 (pad on rtnaj. 
ZEnERS: Treble Chance ZZpts fSlOia 21 
E45S& 20£3£0 IB S0p Rwrawaw: £10200 
EigM hemes (nothing bemad): EflSO Four 
draws (from efl 12 dnms): E4Q0Q. AH draws 
Thehia CfiancH (from at T2 dmwsf 24pt» 
£402SS 23 £4070. Fair Five E2Tt> 


BRITTENS: Treble chance; 22pts VrhEO 21 
£ 12 £& 20 £200 Few draws: EBBQ Bght 
homes: £S<1 FWo sways: (EDO 

Rugby Union 

Gwyn Jones, the Wales captain, was 


draws) 24pt» 


r said to be improving stBad- 
ly after ah operation to retewe fie pres- 
sure on his injured Bpfna The Carciff 
flanker, who has been in the Univer- 
sity Hospital of Wales since he suffered 
the injury In a gams agairtst Swansea 
on Saturday, was described as 'sta- 
ble and comfortable*. 

Bristol have sfcpied the highly rated 
new Zealand centre Adam Larkin, who 
represented North Harboir in the Su- 
per 12 competition last season. 
Ambitious Worcester have appointed 
Cart Douglas as their first ruB-Ume 
youth development officer. 

STUDENTS EUROPEAN CUP: Queens Batosi 
38 LHv ol EdMugh «: Each* Unv9 UWIC 6C 

Skiing 

ALPINE WORLD CUP (Vnf d’lsAm. Frl 
Women's downhQb 1 K S ec i nBcr (Get) 2n*i 
lB 2 s« Ifird leg 1 m« 1 , second leg 1 a 021 ) . 2 
H Gerg (Gerj 24231 (imflE. i.T»GS): 3 I H 
Marten (Nor) 2D244 fl.OLSa ICOSa; 4 M 
Suchel (Ft) 2 0302 n 1 m2£B. 5 R Cav- 
anuid [FH M1320 (l 01.75 101451: 6 C Mon- 
Sk (Ft) 20344 (l'CG3l f fii/OV. 7 B Peraz (It) 
2:0164 fi-oaaa leiasi: a h gooch iaik) 

20379 (I <E.K leisa OownhBI And 
ter three of sight races): 1 Setdnger 
2 SuchM l4S;a QfitscM G2 Ovenri: 1 Sednger 
fMSpfci, 2 Gterg 3 U Eft) (Ger) 378 

Tennis 

BRITISH WOMENS TENNIS ASSOCIATION 
CfflKTUAS TOURNAMENT IQuMO‘9 Club, 
London) Last lft M vu&nwrlgrt (E3frao U H 


Smith cruises 
up into 
third place 


More jockeying for position 
at the front of the fleet saw 
the Briton Lawric Smith 
move Silk Cut up to third 
place on the third leg of the 
Whitbread Round the World 
race yesterday. 

The nine yachts are still 
behind schedule on the 2J50 
miles from Fremantle to 
Sydney after contending with 
headwinds. The weather was 
set to cause another shuffle 
last night as the group in the 
north met with light and 
variable winds while those in 
the south were in fresher, 
westerly breezes from a low 
pressure area. 

Back in the lead is the 
British skipper. Paul 
Standbridge, in Dennis 
Conner's Toshiba, by four 
miles from George Collins in 
Chessie Racing, revitalised by 
the presence of John 
Kostecld, but with Smith in 
Silk Cut less than a mile 
away. Predictions about the 
importance of short course 
racing skills are coming true. 

Paul Cayard. the former 
leader, is now fourth in EF 
Language buL hoping that his 
more southerly cover will 
work ouL Sixth-placed and 
twitchy is Grant Dalton, in 
Merit Cup, hoping that his 
more northerly option will 
pay dividends, but all know 
that the race lo the Basis 
Straits is all they can 
concentrate on now. The 
whole thing mil restart up the 
east coast of Australia. 

The opening of the 
Southern Cross saw the 
much-fancied Chinese team 
fighting a decision to 
disqualify their top boat. 
Beau Geste, skippered by 
Gavin Brady, from the first 
race for a premature start as 
the Australia national team 
took the lead after the 
opening pair of races. 

But China team-mate 
Vforwick Miller, in the 66ft 
Exile, scored two seconds 
after an all-night race against 
time to fit a new mast. 
Britain's Royal Navy entry 
Quest also suffered from 
being over the line early in 
the opening race. 

WHITEHEAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
(ThW tafl. 2,250 mites, Fremantle to Syd- 
ney): 1 IbshiM (US] Tt69 mies lo Crari « 
Bwri tea 2 Chess® Raona (US) 4 mies b»- 
laid leader. 3 Silt Cut iGS) 46 mies; 4 EF 
Language (Nor) 72 mies; 5 Sweden Matcn 
(Swe) w rrfles. BMertt Cup (Monacal 232 
ntfea 7 innovanofi Kvaemar (Wort 233 
mies: 0 EF Educaaon ISweJ 35 mies: 9 
BroneiSunergy (Neirt) fla mfles. 

-Stuart Alexander in Sydney 


Pater (Berts) to 6-i; C SnHfc (Harts) M S 
Gregg Oftrtsi 7-66-1, j Keene (VKarwid'Shire) 
bl N Woodlouse (Nor**) 64 7-9: J Ware 
INorthan&l w L Naqushbend tEssau 6-3 6-1. 


sort 6-1 6-1; J Cnoudiurv (Camtei bi L 
Co*isan (Chon) 6-2 6-0 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 

Football 

HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE. OF 
IRELAND Prowler DlvWon: Dundak v 
Shamrock Rovers |74S) 

JEWSON WE5SEX LEAGUE RrM DT- 
vfcriort: Whtehurcii Uldv Combs Sports 

ran 

PONTINS LEAGUE Premier DMston: 
Dertjyv Aston VEa (7X3 (w the Basedal 
Ground). 

Cricket 

WOMEN'S WORLD CUP Group A 
(Nagpur); Ergand v Austrafra. (Demi): 
&Btend vPaWstsn) 

Basketball 

NATIONAL CUP SemMlnM Meand 
Leicester Rtdero v London Toms 

Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE: SheflleU Stwtors v 
Baangsuke Been (73o» 

EXPRESS CUP: CanUf Devfc v Not- 
tnflham Artiaa pn; Mandieaar Sum 
v <iyi Scorosh Eagles (730 

Other sports 

EQUESTRIANISM: Wie ma flon M show 

lufnpfcigcfiannsons H ps (Olympia Lon- 
don) 

POOIj Moecon Cup (Battvwi Green) 
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United happy to face Monaco in the quar ter-finals 


The three surviving 
English dubs were given 
• Attractive but tricky ties 
h yesterday's draw for 
the quarter-finals of the 
European football 
competitions. Glenn Moore 
assesses the chances of 
Manchester United, 
Chelsea and Aston Villa 
progressing in March. 


There is something appropriate 
about Manchester United being 
sent to Monte Carlo. England's 
wealthiest club has always seen 
itself among the gam e's high 
rollers. 

Gambling, however, will not 
be on Ales: Ferguson’s agenda 
when United visit the Riviera on 


4 March. A solid performance 
against Monaco will be his aim 
after United were paired yes- 
terday with the French cham- 
pions in the last eight of the 
Champions* League. 

The other Englis h repre- 
sentatives, Chelsea in the Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners* Cup and 
Aston Villa in the Uefa Cup, 
were given equally wealthy 
Spanish opposition. 

Chelsea play Real Betis. the 
club who have paid £21 Jm for 
the right to sign the Brazilian 
Denilson next season, while 
Villa meet Arletico Madrid, 
Leicester’s conquerors and now 
home to Juninho. All three 
English clubs are away in their 
Gist leg. United and Chelsea are 
favourites for their respective 
competitions, with 170-1 being 
offered on a dean sweep. 


United will be pleased to 
avoid the Germans teams Bay- 
ern Munich and Borussia 
Dortmund, who have been 
paired together. Real Madrid, 
who face Bayer Leverkusen, 
and Dynamo Kiev, who meet 
Juventus. Monaco will, how- 
ever. need to be respected. 
They may be watched by bare- 
ly 10,000 fans, but the Grimal- 
di family fortune has enabled 
them to gain three French ti- 
tles in 15 years, with a fourth 
in sight. 

They lead the French 
league and tomorrow seek a 
record-equalling eighth suc- 
cessive league win. They have 
Fatten Barthez, the French 
No 1, in goal and John Collins 
of Scotland in midfield, but it 
is their forward line that catch- 
es the eye. Jean Tigana can 


choose from Nigeria's Victor 
Ikpeba. Thierry Henry-, whose 
pace destroyed Newcastle in 
last season’s Uefa Cup. and 
David Trezeguel. their new- 
striking hope vif French foot- 
ball. 

Trezeguel is 20 years old, 
French-born and Argenlinc- 
raised. His Argentine father 
moved back to South America 
after playing in France but re- 
turned to Europe when 
Trezeguel was 17 to help his 
son’s career. Paris Si Germain 
rejected him after a two-week 
trial but Tigana needed less than 
an hour to be convinced. 

Trezeguel is now seen as the 

latest candidate to provide the 
cutting edge the national team 
is missing. A confident player, 
he will welcome the chance to 
prove himself againsi United. 


His club were less bullish. 
Their sports director, Henri 
Biancheri. said: “1 think we've 
drawn the one dub wc didn’t 
want to play, but we did not 
want Newcastle and wc beat 
them so perhaps we can do the 
same. English clubs are always 
hard to overcome, but we must 
not be intimidated." 

Martin Edwards, the Unit- 
ed chairman, said: “Monaco are 
one of the two or three teams 
we would have picked if we had 
been given a choice. We are 
pleased." 

With the World Cup just 
months away the tie will be 
closely watched by English and 
French police. Biancheri said: 
“Last year about 5,000 New- 
castle fans came and there was 
no trouble." 

Chelsea will be equally anx- 


ious about their trip to Spain fol- 
lowing problems during their 
1995 tie away to Real Zaragoza. 
On the pitch the match should 
be closely contested. Beds, who 
play in Seville, have Fiflidi 
George of Nigeria, Jami of 
Croatia and the prolific striker 
Alfonso. 

Real Beds said, like Mona- 
co, that Chelsea were the 
team they wanted to avoid, but 
Villa held no such fears for 
Atlelico. “It is a hard draw,’’ 
Brian Little, the Villa manag- 
er. admitted. Remembering 
Garry Parker’s bizarre sending 
off in Atletico's victory over 
Leicester, he will hope the ref- 
ereeing is up to scratch. Else- 
where there is a rematch of 
last year’s final between 
Scbalke 04, the holders, and 
Interuazionale. 


qUARTE R-FINA l DRA WS ; 

European Cup . • 

Bayer Leverkusen (Ger) v Real MatW (Stf 
^ Juventus (It) v Dynamo K*v(UW _ 
Bayern Munich (Ger) v Boms^Do^ (Gar) . 
Monaco (Fr) v Manch^ Utrfted 
(First teg March 4;. Second teg March W 
Cup Winners' Cup 

Boda JC ****** W v 
Stevia Prague (Cz Rep) v VfB Stuttgart, igeij ^ 
AEK Athens (GO v Lokomotiv Moscow ^Rus) ^ 
Real Betis (Sp) v Chelsea 
( leg March 5; Second leg March 19) 

UEFA Cup 

Ajax Amsterdam (Neth) v Spartak Mos™» (te) . 
^ intemazfonale (It) v Schalke 04 (Gal - 
Lazio (It) v Auxarre (Fr) / 
Abed co Madrid (Sp) v Aston Villa - 

(First leg March 3; Second leg March 17) .y{ 


Scottish top 
10 to reject 
new proposal 


Scotland’s top 10 clubs yester- 
day confirmed that they will re- 
ject an extraordinary proposal 
from the First Division teams in 
the on-going debate about a 
new Premiership. It is under- 
stood the First Division sides, 
who met at St Mirren’s Love 
Street ground on Monday, will 
be pressing for an immediate 
top flight of 12 clubs from next 
season before they give their 
blessing to the breakaway. 

Not only that, they are ap- 
parently seeking compensation 
of a minimum £JL5m each year 
for the next 20 years to be paid 
to the Scottish League, a sum 
equivalent to £50m. 

The Premier Division dubs 
met in Edinburgh yesterday and 
are furious at the First Division 
dubs’ stance. Their spokesman 
Lex Gold, the Hibernian chair- 
man, said: have not received 

an offer from the lower division 
dubs. But if the reports in today's 
media are accurate then I can tell 
you that any such offer will be 
immediately rejected. 

“Our position remains un- 
changed. Our offer is off the table 
and we are driving forward to- 
gether towards establishing a 
new league following the end of 
this season." The First Division 
dubs will now present the pack- 
age to the Second and Third Di- 
visions before embarking on talks 
with the Premier Division clubs. 

The top teams want a new 
league of 10 dubs to start with. 


They have already threatened 
a closed shop as they have 
been infuriated at the resistance 
of dubs outside the top fligh t 

Gold said: “We are formu- 
lating the rules and constitution 
for the new league for discus- 
sion with the Scottish Football 
Association and have set up 
working groups on football and 
other matters. In addition we 
are continuing to progress dis- 
cussions with broadcasters and 
sponsors for the new league.” 

The Celtic midfield player 
Morten Wieghorst has decided 
to take a leaf out of David Beck- 
ham’s bodk and keep his 
thoughts about referees to him- 
self in future. Wieghorst admits 
his desire to stay part of Wim 
Jansen's first-team plans has 
meant his discipline has dropped. 
After collecting eight hoo kings 
this term the normally mild- 
mannered midfielder was given 
a two-match ban last month. 

“The last thing you want 
when the team is challenging for 
trophies is to sit games out," he 
said. “1 have picked up a few 
more bookings than I would 
want this season, but while my 
game has always been aggressive 
it is something I must watch. I 
have been so keen to keep on do- 
ing well and stay in the team that 
I have picked up silly cautions. 
I have now made a conscious de- 
cision, like David Beckham did 
at Manchester United, to keep 
my mouth shut.” 
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Pavel Nedved (right) tussles with the United Arab Emirates striker Ali Gholam during the 6-1 
Confederation Cup in Riyadh yesterday 


victory that took the Czech Republic closer to the semifinals of the 

Photograph: RabBi.Mcghrabi/AFP 
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Wednesday's sob turn 



ACROSS 

22 

Voiced perception showed 

5 

1 Insight makes contract? 


heartless provocation (10) 


Apparently the opposite 

23 

Blow with left in the mug 

6 

(6) 


(4) 


5 Field the ball! (6) 

25 

Double note from one of 

7 

8 A drawing lacking 


the strings? (5) 


strength? (5.4) 

26 

Worthies reassessed by 

8 

9 American (mostly 


English differently (9) 


savoury) garnish (5) 

27 

Leave in old airline flier 


ll Curse, reluctant to lose 


(4.2) 

10 

face (4) 

28 

See off. vocally, in vehicle 


12 Striking stoic results in a 


( 6 ) 

14 

hospital case (3-7) 



16 

13 Bullfighter's art, confused 


DOWN 


with rodeo (S) 

i 

Plot., note, right for culti- 

18 

15 Takes home with inbuilt 


vator (7) 


feature of Swedish homes 

3 

Partner’s set out. void of 

20 

(5) 


Spades (4) 


17 Shack raised by lake (5) 

4 

Legal figure has former 

21 

19 He’s into stocks, with an 


English court reconvened 

24 

eye on the market (8) 


(8) 



Blanket view with implicit 
censure (6) 

Gathered embracing a 
creed almost consoled (9) 
Regiment supports swords 
(7) 

Pinched? Move grabbing 
Rook evokes disdainful at- 
titude (5,6) 

Thai pro's ace, cast in 
tragedy (11) 

Measure the patch (9) 
Strains from women intro- 
ducing choir’s finale (8) 
Antigen, a small measure 
injected into climber (7) 
Be an adherent, accepting 
a Liberal line (7) 

Run made by express (6) 
Bank's two hundred short 

W 
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Milutinovic confirmed as 
Nigeria coach for France 98 


% sex is a 


Speculation that Terry Ven- 
ables might coach Nigeria at the 
World Cup was finally quashed 
yesterday when it was an- 
nounced that Bora Milutinovic 
has been chosen to lead the Su- 
per Eagles in France next year. 
Nigeria will be the fourth team 
Milutinovic has coached at a 
World Cup following his spells 
with Mexico, Costa Rica and the 
United States. 

Venables, the former Eng- 
land coach, had been linked 
with the Nigeria job after nar- 
rowly failing to take Australia 
into the World Cup finals. Nige- 
ria have been without a coach 
since the Frenchman Philippe 
Troussier left in August. 

The military government 
gave its approval to the choice 
of Milutinovic and the con- 
tract was expected to be signed 
later in the capital, Abuja, ac- 
cording to the Nigeria Football 
Association’s spokesman, Sani 
Zaria. 

In secret negotiations last 
week. Nigerian FA members 
were said to have favoured the 
Dutch coach, Jo Bonfrere, but 
they feared Nigeria’s authori- 
tarian ruler. General Sani 
Abacba, would not accept him. 
Bonfrere coached Nigeria to 
their victory in the 1996 
Olympic Games in Atlanta, but 
then resigned shortly after- 
wards in what was seen as an in- 
sult to Abacha. 

Milutinovic. who will be 
Nigeria’s fourth coach in 20 
months, was dismissed as 
coach of Mexico in November, 
less than a month after help- 
ing his team clinch a place in 
the World Cup finals. He 
coached Mexico to the quarter- 


finals in 1986, Costa Rka to the 
second round in 1990 and the 
United States to the second 
round in 1994. 

Scotland are trying to 
arrange two matches against 
Denmark next March so they 
can give as many players as pos- 
sible the chance to impress be- 
fore the World Cup finals. The 
first-choice team are due to 
face the Danes, who have also 
qualified for France, on 25 
March, with Ibrox the likely 
venue. 

But Craig Brown, the Scot- 
land coach, is also anxious to fix 
up a B team match so he can 
give his fringe players a run-ouL 
Scotland are due to face Finland 
in April before probably em- 
barking on a two-match trip to 
the United States the following 
month. Then they will settle into 
their French base in St Re my dc 
Provence as Brown finalises 
his preparations for the open- 
ing match against holders Brazil 
on June 10. 

Sheffield Wednesday’s 
£1.75m move for Goce Sedlos- 
ki has been pul on icc after the 
Macedonian international 
failed his medical. It is the sec- 
ond blow for the new Wednes- 
day manager manager, Ron 
Atkinson, in the space of 24 
hours after he learnt the 23- 
year-old central defender from 
the Croatian club Hadjuk Split 
faces a delay in obtaininga work 
permit. 

Atkinson refused to reveal 
the nature or the extent of the 
problem, but said: “The X-rays 
have shown up something which 
could later give him some trou- 
ble." Atkinson is determined to 
finalise the transfer, bul added: 


“We will now have to renego- 
tiate and restructure the deal 
because we want to safeguard 
our interests." 

Chelsea are leading Lhe 
chase to sign China's captain. 
Fan Zbiyi, according to reports 
in the Far East. A leading Chi- 
nese newspaper says that the 
London dub want the country's 
1996 player of the year, while 
several English clubs are keen 
to sign other internationals. 

Arsenal, Southampton, 
Crystal Palace and Nottingham 
Forest have been linked with the 
striker Hao Haidong, who plavs 
for the present Chinese cham- 
pions, Dalian Wanda, and was 
prevented from joining the 
Uruguayan side Pena ml in 
1995. 

Wmg Jungsheng, the vice 
president of the Chinese Foot- 
ball Association, said: “Wc have 
not yet received letters from the 

interested clubs nor invitations 

to the players." He also refused 
to discuss transfer fees, sayine 
it was a “very sensitive ques”- 
tion", but reports say the first 
iransfer of a Chinese player in 
England could happen as ear- 
ly as next month. 

The Croatia Zagreb striker 
Igor Cvitanovic has signed for 
Spanish side Real Soeiedad for 
On. Cvitanovic has been his 
country’s top scorer for the 
last two seasons. 

Second Division 

Bournemouth are taking two 
Manchester players on “loan. 
Oty s former Southampton and 

England Under-21 winger Neil 

Heaney IS to spend a month aL 
Dean Court, along with Unil- 

edsl9-year-uld midfielder Pa ul 
Tearhcr. 






